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Tan SPEAKER took the
2830 o'clock, p.m.

Chair at

PRAYERS.

QUESTION-RAILWAY WORKSHOPS,
GERALDTON.

ME. STONE asked the Minister for
Works: z, If the Government intends to
erect railway workshops at Geraldton in
place of those lately burned down. 2, If
so, when. 3, If the plans and spe'cifica-
tions are prepared. 4, If members can
inspect the plans and a description of the
site.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS
replied: i, Yes. 2, 3, and 4, Plans are
being prepared, and when ready, if con-
sidered necessary, can be inspected at the
Commissioner's office.

VICTORIA PARK RATES VALIDATION
Bill.,

Introduced by the MINISTER
WORKS, and reia a first time.

FOR

SECOND READING.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS
(Hon. C. H. Rason): I move the second
reading of this short validating Bill,
rendered necessary by the fact of which
members are aware, that there has been
some trouble in connection with the
election of a mayor in Victoria Park.
It seems that the gentleman who is
now the mayor, and who signed the
rate book, signed it after the proper
date; so it is questionable whether
the rate struck is strictly legal. This
Bill therefore is to render valid the
striking of that rate. It is purely a6

formal matter, absolutely necessary in
the interests of the comniunitv of Vic-
toria Park because the mayor signed the
rate-book after the proper date in con-
sequence of the trouble in connection
with the election of mayor. I move that
the Bill be now read a second time.

Question passed.
Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE, ETC.

Bill passed through the remaining
stages, and transmitted to the Legislative
council.

TRAMWAYS ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
Introduced by the MINISsTR

WORKS, and read a first time.
FOR

SECOND READING.

TEE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
C. H Rason) in moving the second read-
ing said : I desire to point out to mem-
bers the circumstances which give rise to
the necessity for this Bill. There is a
single line of tramway to Subiaco which
it is now considered necessary to dupli-
cate. The local authorities are quite in
accord with that view, and they consider
the duplication should be put in band;
but it seems that there is a doubt
regarding the interpretation of the
Tranmways Act as to whether the dup-
lication can be taken in band with-
out having to obtain a special Act and
p)rovision~al order. It simpl y amounts
to this, that it that is the correct inter-
pretation of the Act, it will be imnJossible
at any' time to duplicate a line without
having to go through all the formalities
which had to be gone through when the
original line was put down. Surely
members will agree that this is neither
necessary nor advisable. This Bill pro-
vides in Clause 2:-

Whenever by proeisnal order made either
before or after the passing of this Act, and
duly confirmed by Act of Parliament under
the provisions of the principal Act, a promoter
is empowered to construct tramways with
single or doable lines, he may, with the consent
of the local authority, at any time substitute
a double line of rails for a single line or a single
line for double lines.
Members will see that the consent of the
local authority is rendered necessary, and
also that the plans and works proposed
have to be approved of by the Minister
for Works in exactly the same manner as
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with a Dew tramway line. I think
members will agree that it. is well the
parent Act should be amended in this
manuner, so that it will be possible to
duplicate tramlines with the consent and
desire of the local authorities, without
having to bring in a special Act and
without having to go through aUl the for-
mnalities of obtaining a provisional order
and advertising for some considerable
time as is done.

MR. H. DA GLISH1 (Subiaco): I rise to
support the second readitig. I may state
that in the district I represent there has
been a, very severe congestion of traffic
extending over 12 monthbs. It is quite
impossible to carry dn this traffic
efficiently while there is only a. single
line, and some months ago the tramway
comipany agreed to duplicate the line, and
for over six months have had some of the
material stacked in the locality of the
l ine for the purpose of the. work, It was
found, however, that there was, need
either for a new Bill or for a new pro-
visional order, and consequently the work
was hung up for these several mouths.
The present proposal was pnimarily
brought forward with a view to carrying
out this duplication, and the provision is
only made general so that, as new works
become necessary, it will be possible to
carry them out without the delay involved
in an individual reference to Parliament.
Speaking on the general question in
regard to the changing of a single line to
a double line, I can see no danger what-
ever while the consent of the local
authority and the Minister is necessary.
I am quite satisfied no local authority will
withhold consent to a tramway company
to alter a single line to a double line
uniless a single line is amiple for all Pour-
poses. Local authorities are almost in-
variably very conservative in the matter
of holding to anything they have once
acquired; hut on the miatter I am more
particularly interested in, the proposal to
provide a duplication to be carried out, I
hope the Minister will push this measure
through the House as quickly as possible,
because it deals with a particular work I
am anxious to see carried out as soon as
possible. The interestis of the public de-
mand that it shall be done, and it will be
set about as soon as this Bill is through;
and as there is an unusually severe con-
gestion of traffic about Christmas time

until the early part of January, it is
desirable the work should be proceeded
with so that it may be completed in
January if possible. I think that if the
Bill be passed arnd the work entered into
forthwith, the whole will be practically
completed by an early date in that
month; therefore I urge the House to
agree to the passiing of the Bill through
all its stages this a&fternoon.

MR. W. D. JOHNSON (Kalgoorlie):
AsF to Clause 2, I think there will be some
danger if we allow a local authority the
'right to agree to the pulling up of a
double line and substituting a single one.
It is possible that local authorities will
not give due consideration to the people.
We must recognise that the local authori-
ties only represent a section of the people
and not the whole of them. If it were
possible for the local authority to take
a referendum of the people in that
locality before giving consent, I should
see no objection to that; but it is
possible they will not have the people
behind them in giving their consent to
the removal of one length of line.. I do
not desire to discuss the point. We can
pass the second reading, and in Com-
mittee T shall move for the striking out
of that portion of this clause.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a scond time.

IN COMMTTTEE.

Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2-Promoter may substitute

double lines for single and single for
double:-

MR. JOHNSON moved that all the
words after " line," in line 6, be
struck out. He had had a little experi-
ence in this matter and knew occasions
might arise in which the local authorities
would not give due consideration to the
whole of the people. He knew of occasions
in which the people had not been con-
stilted. It was true authorities had taken
into consideration the ratepayers, but not
the people.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS:
The Committee might well trust the local
authorities to safeguard public interests,
and we might take it almost for granted
that no tramway company would convert
a double line into a single line whilst
there was sufficient traffic to warrant the
double line. However, it was late in the

Tranonays Aniendineat; [8 DFUEMBER, 190.3.]
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session and there was a desire to pass
the B3ill, therefore without admitting
that the hon. mnember was right, lie would
not oppose the striking, out of the words.

Amendment passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clauses 4, 5-agreed to.
Bill reported with an amendment, and

the report adopted.

PERMANENT RESERVES ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL.

Introduced by the MIN;ISTER FOR

LAL.NDS, and read a first time.

LUNACY BILL.

Read A. third time, and returned to
the Legislative Council with amend-
ments.

WATER AUTHORITIES DILL.
COUNCIL'S AMENDMENTS.

Schedule. of IS amendments made byv
the Council now considered in Com-
mittee.

No. 1-Clause 3, strike out the defini-
tion of " water authority; " also in the
definition of "Water Board "strike out
the words " and not being a. local autho-
rity." As consequential amendments-
insert " Water Board" in lieu of " water
authority " throughout the Bill.

TUE MINISTER FOR WORKS:
These amendments as on the Notice
Paper were mostly of a technical
character, and had been introduced by
the Government. With regard to the
first one, the Committee would remember
that when this Bill was passing through
the House a provision was made that
where the boundaries of a local authority
agreed with the boundaries of a water
area, the local authority should be the
water authority within that area. It
was never intended, however, that the
local authority should, by virtue of its
office, of necessity be the water authority.
That unfortunately was so as the Bill
left this House; therefore this amend-
ment was necessary, so that although in
the majority of cases the local authority
would probably be the water anthority,
yet it would not or necessity be so. He
moved that the first amendment he
agreed to.

Question passed.

No. 2.-Clause 2, insert definition of
"rateable land" (as in Notice Paper) :

'IRE MINISTER FOR WORKS:
This amendment inserted the definition
of rateable land which was omitted from
the Hill as it left the Assembly. It wais
an oversight, and the description or
" rateable land " given wats the same as
that contained in the Metropolitan Wate-r
Supply Bill.

Amendment agreed to.
No, 3 -- Clause 7 (consequential)-

agreed to.
No. 4-Clause 31 (verbal amendment)

- agreed to.
No. 5-Clause 37, add the following

words: :-All the provisions of the Health
Act, 1898, and of all Acts amending the
same or incorporated therewith, shall
apply to every water reserve and catch-
meat area as if the samiewere the district
of a Local Board of Health."

Amendment agreed to.
No. 6 -Clause, 38, strike out the words
watercourse, stream," in line 2:-
THE, MINISTER: This amendment

struck out water courses and streams.
That seemed too large a power to give to
a water authority, as it placed aay water.
cou rse or stream absolutely in the control
of the water authority.

Amendment agreed to.
No. 7 Clause 48, lines 35 and 36,

strike out all the words after " pre-
scribed ":

Tun MINISTER: The clause dealt
with objections to plans and specifications
for works proposed to be carried out by
the local authority, and provided for
such objections being left with the
Minister within a month of the last day
of the publication of the advertisemvent
anud inquired into and reported on by the
engineer. In some eases it might not be
necessary or advisable.

Amnendment agreed to.
No. 8-Clause 53, line 1, strike out

shall " and inasert, " may"
THE MINISTER: The clause made

the transference compulsory, which was
not advisable. The atmendmnent substi-
tuted the word " mnay " for " shall."

Amendment agreed to.
No. 9-Clause 61, line 15, after the

word " may " insert "1 with the approval
of the Minister":

Tarz MINISTER: This clause pro-
v ided that a water authority might extend

[ASSE31BLY.) Bill, Amendments.
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a water service to land not situate within
a water area, that was outside the bound-
ary of the water area. That was an
extensive power to give to the water
authority, and might be abused. The
amendment sought to insert the words
"1with the approval of the Minister," who
would have the controlling influence on
the actions of the boards in this direc-
tion.

Amendment agreed to.
No. 10- Clause 61, line 20, after the

word "1Act " insert " as modified by such
terms as aforesaid "-agreed to.

No. 11-Clause 83, line 36, after the
word "1particulars " insert " of any prop-
erty which may have become rateable
or "

THE MINISTER:- The amendment
gave the water authorit.'y power from time
to time to amend the rate book by iu-
serting the particulars of any property
that might have become rateable. LIt was9
proposed lo insert the words "of any
property which may have become rate-
able."

Amendment agreed to.
No. 12-Clause 88, add the words "1and

otherwise amending the same ":
THE MINISTER moved that the

amendment be agreed to.
Ma. THOMAS: There was no desire

to protest against agreeing with the
amendment, but there was a full sheet of
amendments on the Notice Paper. The
Bill was presumably drafted by the Gov-
ernment before being submitted to the
House, but for the last ten minutes the
Minister had been proposing that amnend-
ments mnade by the Council be agreed to
showing conclusively that when the Gov-
ernment passed the second reading of
the Bill they were totally unprepared
to go on with it. It was almost treating
the House with contempt to bring for-
ward a Bill which the Government were
not ready to go on with. He entered his
protest against members being treated in
this manner.

Question passed, and the amendment
agreed to.

No. 13-Clause 91, line 1, strike out
"may " and. insert-" shall",

THE MINTSTER: As the Bill left the
Assembly, the clause gave the water
authority power to make and levy water
rates in respect of all lanud. The amend-
ment made it compulsory on all1 water

*authorities to make and levy water
rates.

Amendment agreed to.
No. 14-Clause 106, Suhelause (6),

strike out "1said Court" and insert
"Judge"-agreed to.

No. 15-Clause 159, strike out the

THE MINISTER: This amendment
was to strike out with a view of inserting
a new clause. This was to meet the
cu'cumstanee that had already arisen and
might arise in the future, in which the
Minister for Mines undertook water
supplies on tlhe goldfields. The Minister
had undertaken a water supply at Cue.
The Bill, as originally passed, spoke only
of the Minister for Works. The new
clause extended the power to the Min-
ister for Mines.

Amendment Eigreed to.
No. 16 -Add new Clause 159 :-"The

Governor may authorise the Minister for
Works or the Minister for Mines to
exercise, within at water area, all or any
of the powers conferred by th is Act on a
Water Board: (i.) Until the constitu-
tion of a Board; or (z.) With respect to
any works constructed before or after the
commencement of this Act, until such
works are transferred to the Board."

Question passied, and the clause in-
serted.

No. 17.- Add new Clause 38:-Penalty
for diverting water-A ny person who,
without the authority of the Board,
diverts water from any stream, water-
course, or source of supply witbin any
water reserve or catchment area, or does
any act whereby such stream may be
diverted or diminished in quantity or
injured in quality or purity, shall be
liable to a penalty not exceeding five
pounds for every day during which such
supply of water shall be diverted or
diminished by any act done by or by the
authority of such person.

Question passed, and the clause added.
No. 18.-Add new Clause 94:-When-

ever a main pipe is laid down or extended
after a rate has been struck for the year,
and notice thereof is, published in the
Government Gazette, a proportionate. part
of the rate shall thereupon become pay-
able in respect thereof for the unexpired
portion of the year fromn the date of such
notice."

Water Authorities [8 DEcEst8FR, 1903.]
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THE MINISTER: This new clause
made provision for striking a rate for the
unexpired portion of a year in the case of
a new main or sewer.

Question passed, and the clause added.
Resolutions reported, the reportadopted.

sand aMessage accordingly returned to the
Legislative Council.

AGRICULTURAL LANDS PURCHASE
ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

SECOND READING.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Ron.
J. M. Hopkins) in moving the second
reading said : This is a very short and a
very simple Bill. I may say at the out-
set that whilst the Bill is a short one it
is An important one; important that the
clause which we desire more particularly
--Olause 2-should be carried. There
are other amendments which were deemed
to be desirable, but at this late period of
the session we do not feel disposed to
ask the House to take them into con-
sideration.

Mu. JACOBYz: You will not put them in
in the Upper House ?

THE MINISTER: There is no inten-
tion of doing anything of the kind. The
object of the Bill is to amend the Agri-
cultural Lands Purchase Act for the
purpose of allowing a larger area than
1,000 acres being granted to any one
person. Oases have Arisen, and indeed
may arise again, where there was a neces-

sity for granting a larger area. Take for
example the Mt. Erin Estate; in submit.
ing that property it was submitted as a
whole and I think approximately-I speak
from memory -there were 40,000 acres of
pastoral lease which necessitated its being
dealt with under the Agricultural Lands
Purchase Act to allow the area to be
increased above 1,000 acres, I may' say
I had a brief interview with the member
for Nortliam (Ron. G. Throssell), who
agrees with me. The Bill will simply
bring those surrendered pastoral leases
into line with other lands dealt with
under the original Act.

AAR. PIOTT: What was the reason for
buying 'Mount Erin?

THE MINISTER: We did not buy
Mount Erin because of the pastoral
leases, but because of the conditional
purchase lands and f reehold lands com-
prised in the estate, all of which were

considered highly suitAble for subdivision
and closer settlement. But Among the
pastoral leases is a large area of what
may be termed saud-plain-very inferior
cotintry. but country which the holder of
one of the small blocks would appreciate
the opportunity of securing as a run on
second-class or third-class terms; country
which the Government recognise they
would not be justified in selling as first
class, nor in limiting the areas sold to
1,000 acres. Hence the necessity for the
amendment which this short Bill em-
bodies. Were it not for the legal diffi-
culty, and that settlers in the district
desire at the present moment to secure
somne of the second-class and third-class
lands in such areas as I have indicated,
and under the terms governing the sale
of such lands, there would not be any
necessity 'for the Bill. I have pleasure in
moving the second reading.

RON. F. H. PIESSE (Williams): I
am under the impression that the Gov-
enment already possess power to deal
with those surrendered leases. In pur-
chasing the lands the Government doubt-
less had to give the less some considera-
tion for the leases acquired, hence in all
probability the necessity for this Bill;
but I should have thought that their
powers are already sufficient without the
Bill, because a surrendered lease stands
in a. position altogether different from
that of a purchased freehold estate. I
should have thought the Government
could have dealt wvith such land uinder
the present land regulations. Section 11
of the principal Act, Subsection 1, pro-
vides; that the selling price of the land
shall be ascertained by -adding to the
purchase price a sum equal to a tenth
part of the price actually paid for the
land. Did the Government arrive at a
price for each section of the land pur-
chased ? Did they pay so much for the
land purchased as sur rendered leaseholds,
and so much for the freehold lands ?
Bece ifte paid a lump sum for the

whole of this estate, surely it will be their
duty to apportion the selling pri ce among
the different sections of land purchased.

THE MINISTER: We cannot increase
the maximum area.

HON. P. H. PIESSE: Yes; because
you have your surrendered pastoral
leases.
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THE MINISTER: The Crown Law
officers say that we cannot do what the
hon. member stfggests.

How. F. HI. PIESSE: Such leases
revert to the Government, and can be
dealt with like any ordinary surrendered
lease.
THE MINISTER: Read the section.
How. F. H. PIESSE: Therefore the

inferior land could apparently be dealt
with under the present regulations.
However. I amn glad that the explanatiou
has been iciven by the Minister; because
I did not at first perceive the necessity
for Clause 2 of the Bill I understand
him to say that he is not desirous of
increaisig the holdings to be granted to
applicants, especially if the holdings are.
to be taken out of what may be termed
purchased estates. As a rule, when the
Government pnrchase an estate, they
purchase none but first-class land, or
land which it is necessary to acquire for
closer settlement.

TunE MINISTER:' But in this instance
we were glad to have the leases thrown
in.'

How. F. H. PIESSE:- Then I submit
that the consideration for the leases
should have been expressed separately.
If it was nut expressed separately, then
the Government seem perfectly right in
arranging for the surrender of these
leases, and for throwing them open under
the ordinary Crown land regulations. In
the circumstances there seems to be no
necessity for Clause 2. It may apply
satlisfactorilv to the estate mentioned;
but I fear that the introduction of the
claus in a Bill dealing with the allot-
mnent of land under what may be termed
second and third-class conditions will
create a dangerous precedent; because
in some cases the point may be stretched
so far by some future Minister, who may
be rather more liberally inclined than the
present Minister, as to do injustice to the
country, by giving away under second
and third-class conditions large areas of
some repurchased estate, thus giving an
applicant for, say 1,000 acres of first-class
land, the opportunity of taking a farther
5.000 acres of inferior land out of the
same estate. I assume that it is only to
meet the special circumstances detailed
by the Minister, that the Government
seek to pass the Dill. I should like to
point out that the precedent to be estab-

lished is dangerous, and should be well
considered. As the Bill has been put in
our hands to-day for the first time, and
as it should receive more attention and
examination before it is passed, I think
the Government should postpone the
second reading till to-inorrow.

MR. P. STONE(Greenough): Theme is
a lot of second and third-class land in the
lately repurchased Mount Erin estate-
about 10,000 acres of fee simple first-class
land, 10,000 acres of conditional pur-
chase first-class land, and the remainder,
about 43,000 acres, is mostly second or
third class.

Mn. BURGans: Fourth class.
Mn. STONE: There is no fo urth clash3

there.
MR. BulGms: Plenty.
Mxt. STONE:- Well, it is not so

classified under the land regulations. I
should not like to see anyone have the
opportunity of taking up this 43,000
acres as pastoral country.

Tnf MINUrTnn: No one will get the
chance.

Mu. STONTE: I should like the Gov-
ernment to safeguard that land so that
those who purchase the first-class land
to live on for agricultur-al purposes may
be able to get a, slice of the second or
third-class land for stock-raising.

Tuw, Mxwqisnxi: That is just what is
proposed.

Mn. STONE: Some of the l'and is
adapted for fruit growing and similar
purposes, and I have no doubt the Gov-
ernment will safeguard it and sell it to
advantage. I have pleasure in support-
ing the Bill.

MRa. R. G. BURG ES (York):- I do
not know why the Government could not
have brought in a, Bill to amend the
Land Act instead of the Agricultural
Lands Purchase Act. The method I
suggest would have been far better than
th is pro posal to deal wi th second or th ird-
class land under the last-mentioned Act,
and under the Land Act also. Surely
when this land was boughbt the Govern-
ment k-new that it was not all first-class.
I am tolerably sure, having been over the
land not. many months ago, that much of
this second or third-class land is of very
little value at all, and ought never to
have been bought under the Lands Pur-
chase Act. There is not the slighitest
doubt that it is fourth or fifth-class land,

Lands Purehoee Bill. [8 DEcr,3ijirR, 1903.]
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and ought to be dealt with under the
Land Act.

Mn. STONE: What do you call fourth
or fifth-class?

Mn. BIJEGES: Saud-plain and stony
ridges. Why' should the Agricultural
Lands Pwtchase Act be amended for this
purpose? It was never intended to deal1
with such lands under that Act. For
this purpose an amendment of the Land
Act should be made. We are told that
the law officers consider the Bill neces-
sary; but if it is necessary the Govern-
ment have been making dreadful blunders
of the same nature for the last 30 or 40
years; for plenty of similar land was
purchased before, without any amending
Act to justify the course taken.

Mn. STONE : I should like to say a
word or two in explanation.

TanR SPEkER: - The hon, member is
out of order, unless be wishes to speak
in personal explanation.

MR. WALLACE (Mount Magnet): I
think the hon. mnember wished merely, to
point (out that in the Land Act there is
no classification other than first, second,
or third, and that the sand-plan which
the member for York (Mr. Burges)
seemrs to know all about is well known to
many other members in this Chamber
who represent districts around Gerald ton.
That sand-plain country is of great value
as summer feed land. An old resident
of the district told me that the sand-plain
country on the G reenoughi River is highly
valuable as a stand- by during the sum-
mer. It is idle for the member for
York (Mr. Rurges) to decry that portion
of the Mount Erin estate simply because
the Minister has in his wisdom perceived
the necessity for preserving to the people
who are occupying the better land for
closer settlement this sand-plain country
for depasturing their stock.

V A. BuasEs: That could be done
under the Land Act.

MR. WALLACE: T do not know
enough of the land laws to say whether
it could without this amiending Bill; but
it is unfair to make the statement that
the laud is fourth or fifth-class; for to go
two classes beyond the classification of
the Government is decrying the land;
and those who, like the member for
Greenough (Mr. Stone), have lived in the
district for years know well that a piece
of sand-plain country is a valuable

adjunct to a farm. As I believe from
what the Minister has; said that the Bill
is necessary, I will support the second
reading.

LioN. G.. THROSSELL (Northam):
The only apparent objection to the Bill is
that the principal Act provides for the
purchase of agricultural land only. It
is very desirable that the sand-plain
country in questioni should be classified
as second or third-class laud.- The prin-
cipal Act gives power to deal with agri-
cultural lands solely; that is with lands
fit for cultivation. I know the difficulty
in which the Government are placed.
They have acquired a. property contain-
ing a pastoral lease of 40,000 ac-res; and
naturally that pastoral lease is not agri-
cultural land; that is. not first-class
land. But having purchased it under
the Agricultural Lands Purchase Act,
the Government are obliged to deal with
it under that Act, and to bring the sur-
rendered lease under the provisions of
the Laud Act, which allows the sale of
up to 3,000 acres of second-class land at.
6s. 3d., and up to 5,000 acres of third-
class at 3s. 9d. I perceive the difficulty
in which the Minister is placed, and 1
hardly see any way out of it for him
except by means of this Bill; yet the
passage of the IBill will create an anomnaly,
so to speak ; because the principal
Act allows us to deal with no lands
other than those suitable for agri-
cultnre, and here we seek to deal
largely with second or third-class land.
I am not opposing the amendment. I
only, ask information, for I see the diffi-
culty in that, having purchased unddt the
Lan~ds Purchase Act, the Government
find that it is not suitable land and they
seek to assimilate it under the principal
Land Act. I do not see any other way
myself, but by this amendment the
Government seek power under the Lands
Fnrcbase Act to go on acquiring second-
class lands. That is contrary to the
principle of 'he principal Act. I think
my point is understood.

THE MENLSTEE FOR LANDS (in
reply as mover) : If hon. members will
refer to Section 8 of the original Act they
will see that all lands surrendered to Her
Majesty under the provisions of that Act
shall he deemed to be Crown lands and.
after being surveyed into sections and if
necessary classified, shall be disposed of

Second reading.
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in accordance with the provisions of the
Act. In this case there was a freehold
and conditional purchase estate whieh
was highly suitable for. subdivision and
for purchase under the original Act, and
there was also a considerable area of
pastoral lease most of which carried
several miles of fencing. The owners
would not sell except in one lot and under
one contract, and a lump sumi was paid
for the lot. Consequently we were called
upon to deal with the estate. If it is the
wish of members to guard against first-
class lands being parted with in larger
areas than a thousand acres. I think we
might overcome the difficulty perhaps in
another plate by arranging, if the Crown
Solicitor can so draft it, that this amend-
ment will only apply to pastoral leases
surrendered in accordance with Section 8
of the Act. When we buy conditional
purchase and freehold estate, and an arqia
of pastoral lands is thrown in, we only
desire this power to apply to the pastoral
leases.

MR PIGOTT: Will you get another
clause put in?

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: We
can pass the second reading, and if such
a thing is practicable I see no objection
to it. The Attorney General is absent
just now. We can.pas the second
reading and see if by a siht alteration
of the clause we can make the amend-
ment only apply to pastoral leases sur-
rendered in similar circumstances to this
Mount Erin Estate.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

SANDAXOT RAILWAY BELL.

SECOND BE DING.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS
(Hon. C. H. Rason), in moving the
second reading, said : This Bill is to
authorise an extension of the existing
Woodmnan's Point Railway for some six
niles to the agricultural hall at Jan-
dakot . There Can be no doubt that the
line will he ultimately extended to a
junction with the South-Western Rail-
way, either at Armadale or at Muadijong;
but. I think it is advisable that we shoul .d
wait a little longer to see the develop-
ment in regard to the timber companies
before determining the junction of a

railway to Jarrabdale Junction. I desire
to point out that at whatever point that
junction will ultimately be, whether
Armuadale or Mundijong, the route as far
as Jandakot is common to both, so that
building the line to Jandakot is a step in
the right direction of an ultimate junc-
tion, with the South-Western Railway, no
matter where that junction may be.

MR. PIOoT: In the meantime what
will you do with the railwayP

THE MINISTER: I will speak of
that. Unlike the hon. member, I cannot
be sure about everything. The Jandakot
area comprises roughly about 85,000
acres. I expect most memabers are aware
of th~e fertility of the soil at Jandakot,
and have seen the marvellous crops of
vegetables and fruit that Can be grown
there, and are aware of the great diffi-
culties the settlers at Jandakot have to
labour under in getting their produce to
market. The country between Fremnantle
and Jandakot is very heavily timbered
with timber suitable for firewood, and
there can be no doubt whatever that

imany thousands of tons of firewood will
be available for traffic over the line, in
addition to the produce of the settlers in
that area. It does seem to me that Fre-
mantle (being as it is the first port of
call after the somewhat long journey of
mail steamers from Colombo, and the last

iport of call before the mail steamers
undertake another long journey again)
should be able to supply the mail steamers
all the year round with an abundant
supply of fmuit and vegetables. Given
this railway, there is no reason whatever
why Fremantle should not supply the
mail steamers with all their different
requirements in that direction. I am
prepared to admit at once that, if the
ultimate object of the railway was not to
effect a junction with the South-Western
Railway, there would not be so great a
justification for this line as there is now,
and that, if it was a matter of building
the railway to Jandakot only, it might be
open to question as to whether it would
be a very profitable transaction. For
myself, I anm inclined to the opinion that,
even if the line stopped at Jandaot alto-
gether, it would yet be a profitable
line if it could be economically worked
and treated as an agricultural line should
be treated. That, I admit, is open to
doubt, but I am merely giving my own
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opinion. Hiowever, when we bear in
mind that it is admitted that a junction
with the South-Western Railway will be
necessary at some future date, the Janda-
hot line is at once justified. Over and
above this, I would like to point out that
it is an admitted fact that many settlers
have selected areas at Jandakot on the
faith of promises repeatedly made to
them that this railway was going to be
built.

MR. JACOBY: They Selected right
through to Armadale on that under-
standing.

THE MINISTER: There has been a
distinct and repeated promise made that
these settlers were going to have this
'railway. It has been promised by two
succassive Governments. The member
for West Perth (Mr. Moran) will, I am
sure, bear mue witness that it was, as he
has himself said, a foremost plank in
the platform of the Throssell Govern.
ment; and I do think that we are bound
to keep faith with people who make
investments on the strength of promises
such as this. It is wrong to hold the
bait of a railway before settlers on land
for many years.

MR. JACOBY: Very weak.
THE MINISTER: That may be the

hon. member's opinion. I am giving
this statement for what it is worth; the
hon. member can differ from it if he
chooses. At all events it is my con-
viction that promises of this kind,
deliberately made and accepted in all
good faith, should be carried out if
possible. [Mr. JACOBY: Hear, hear.] I
do not urge the promise as being in
itself a justification for the line, but I
say it is an additional justification. The
railway is estimated to cost as far as
Jandaot about £15,000, and members
will see that provision is made upon the
revenue estimates for £10,000 to be
expended this year.

MR. J~coBsv: What is the distance ?
THE MINISTER: About six miles.

Members will therefore see that it is
proposed to construct the line out of
revenue. In regard to the railway, unless
it does junction with the South-Western
Railway, I think it is quite possible it
might be worked b 'y cheaper methods
than the ordinary locomotive. It might
be found possible--and if the Bill passe
I shall make very close inquiry intos the

matter-to work such a line as this with
an electric motor or a steam motor.
Much more difficult railways are being
worked in this way.

MR. JACOBY: We want a lot of traffic
for an electric motor.

THE MINISTER: I do not propose to
weary the House by arguing this line at
any great length. for I presume most
members are acquainted with the 37
articles of the Jandakot faith, which
have been distributed broadcast through-
out the State, and which give 37 reasons
why the. railway should be constructed,
most of them being good reasons which
I commend to bon. members.

MR. STONE: The main thing is whether
it will pay.

TaE MVINISTER: T have already
stated that in my opinion it will pay.

InoutIl i t a if it is continued

Railway, but in the meantime I think
it will fairly well pay if economically
managed. I think it will he a profitable
line even if stopping at Jandabot. hut, I
admit the statement is open to doubt,
and I am merely giving myv opinion
formed after considerable inqui'ry. How-
ever-, in view of the fact that the line
must ultimately junction with the South-
Western Railway I say that it is a rail-
way that is amply justified, and that it
will confer a great amount of assistance
on a large body of selectors.

MR. J~coarr: What is the objection
to taking the railway throngh to the
South-Western Railway ?

THE MINISTER: I have already said
that I think it is advisable to await the
developments of the timber companies so
as to see what port they will ultimately
make use of, before the line is conitinued
to a junction with the South-Western
Railway. I have much pleasure in moving
the second reading.

Mn. S. C. PTGOTT' (West Kimberley):
I certainly expected to hear some good
reasons from the Government for having
brought down this Bill, but it appears to
me that this railway as laid down by this
Bill is to be nothing more nor less than a
railway for the markei gardeners of the
Jandakot district.

THE MINISTER FOR WORS: What
about the firewood '

MRs. PIGOTT: It appears tAo me that
what I have indicated will be the main
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use for this line, and I think my opinion
is backed up to a great extent by the
speech of the Minister for Works when
he laid such heavy stress on the fact that,
if this line were built, it would facilitate
the supply of fruit and vegetables from
that district to the mail steamers.

THE MINISTER Poe WORKS: I spoke
of thousands of tons of firewood too.

.MR. PIGOTT: 1 can quite agree with
the Minister for Works when he says
than in all probability at some future
time the railway will have to be
built to a junction with the main
line in order to relieve the metropolitan
portion of our railways of its heavy
traffic. But as a market garden railway,
we have had many illustrations of similar
lines built in other States, especially in
Victoria; lines built from Melbourne
through the Brighton neighbourhood a
few years ago, practically through
market-garden country that produces
more vegetables in on~e year than the
whole of .Tandakot; and what has been
the result? Those lines are shut up, and
not now worked at all. Those lines were
built to carry the produce of market
gardens into Melbourne, and they are not
used and never will be. I do not think
that anyone can deny that a market
gardener cannot afford to pay railway
carriage provided he is within any
reasonable distance of the market.

THE MINISTER voR LANDnS: Are you
speaking of the inner and outer circle
railwayse

MR. PIGQTT:± Yes. I think that if
we want to do good to these settlers
there is a way of doing it, and that is by
good roads.

Tan MINISTER FOR WORKS: A railwayv
is cheaper.

MR. PIGOT:; But will a railway be of
any use to that district until roads are built
through it ? I do not think this line will
ever parv I do not think it is justified,
and I hope the Bill will not be p'assed.
As the Minister for Works says, this
line has been promised. and he makes a
great point by saying it is not right for
any Parl..Iment to forget the promisesman b Py Its prdecesr;"u've 

fwcarry nut a promise, are we doing the
beting for those people ,ad for the

State? I venture to say we are not, but
we are going to saddle the State with the
expenditure of this moneyv for no definite

purpose, and we will on the top of build-
ing this railway still have to spend
money* on building a road. Then,
again, the Minister uttered words to the
effect that the Government had not
decided what form of motor power was
to be used on the line. He hinted that
electricity might be used. I cannot help
thinking the hon. member is not sincere,
because we know it would be useless to
apply electricity' to h1is line if in a short
time the line must be connected with the
main line.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: Ubntil it is.
MR. PIGOTT: Shall we have an elec-

tric System and then go to the expense
of altering it? I do not think this
House would agree to any proposition of
that kind. If the line is to be built let
it be built right through to the main line.

Mn. MORAN: There is no doubt it
ought to be done. There are two Fre-
mantle members pulling one way and
two another, and the Government will
not decide between them.

MR. PIGOTT: I think there is some-
thing more in this Bill than the simple
building of a railway, aod that if we look
at Clause 4 we see one which I think
means life or death to this Bill. Clause
4 gives the Government power to buy up
certain lands within 12 miles on either
side, I think it is. I think that if meni-
hers struck that clause out of the Bill,
the Government would not go on with
the measure. I may' be wrong in my
opinion. The Minister had no compul-
sory power to buy up land on the Swan
river, but yet lie bought it, and there is
no needfor him to have compulsory power
under this clause at all. Is this land
going to be increased in value to such an
extent that the Government want to buy
it as soon as the railway is built or as
soon as this Bill is passed? I do not
think so. This clause will, I say, give
the Government power to buy up all land
w~ithin 12 miles of the line; practically
buy up the whole district. I think the
clause reads "1twelve miles."

MR. Bunans: Eight miles.
MR. PIGOTT: Then there is some

mistake in the drafting, because the
marginal note says 12 miles. I sincerely
hope the Bill will not be passed, and that
members will come to the conclusion that
as we are practically at the end of the
life of this Parliament the Bill may be
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dropped, and if the Government still
think it necessary to have the measure
brought up again, it may be introduced
next year. I cannot for the life of me
see any necessity for the Bill. T think
that if the railway be built it will prove
a failure. The only excuse that can be
given for a line is that it will be right
through to the main line, and until the
Government decide that this junction
shall be effected it would be as well, I
think, to leave the building of the first
portion of the line alone. In my opinion
if the Government will devote their
attention to building roads from this
market garden area into Fremantle they
will be doing much more good for the
settlers of this district than by building
this railway. With that object in view I
beg to move as an amendment-

That the wvord "now" be struck out, and
"this day six months " inserted in lieu.

MR. A. J. DIAMOND (South Fre.
mantle): It appears to me the most
important thing the leader of the
Opposition can bring forward against the
necessity of passing this Bill is the
trouble which has been experienced in
Victoria. The railways in Victoria, how-
ever, were built at a time when the land-
jobbers and land-swindlers there com-
manded the legislation in the House of
Assembly and the Upper House-

Tar, MrNISTER Fo LANS: And built
railways through sheep country.

MR. DIAMOND: I think I am Safe in

sy ing that hundreds of wiles of railway
were built in Victoria to no objective
point; they were built from nowhere to
nowhere, to suit the convenience of land.
jobbers and landowners whothengoverned
the legislation. I venture to say there
is nothing of the sor in existence
in Western Australia, except perhaps
to a very small extent. Certainly if I
knew of anything of the sort existing I
would go against it, but I think the
illustration used by the leader of the
Opposition is most unfortunatte.

MR. PIGOTT: Will von tell me where a
market garden railway pays ?

MR. DIAMOND: Before the bon.
member was out of swaddling clothes
there was a railway past the place he
is talking about. Forty years ago I
travelled on a line from Red Bluff and
Brighton to the Brighton Beach, to the
very place the lion. member was speaking

about, and in those days vegetables were
brought along that line.

MR. PIGOTT: They never used that
line for that purpose.

MR. DIAMOND: At ay rate the
lines built in Victoria for speculative
purposes were practically the whole of
them built away outside Melbourne
altogether. That is what one may call
the agricultural lines, the spur lines built
from the main lines to what was sup-
posed to be valuable agricultural country,
but; which has since turned out to be
practically of no value at all. We do
not want to build a line to that sort of
country. These people have given
hostages to fortune. T1hey are there in
hundreds. Neither the leader of the
Opposition nor his right hand supporter
(Mr. Thomas) has been through the
district, and knows nothing about it.

MnR. PIGOTT: The hon. member is not
telling the truth.

MR. DIAMOND: These people are
there in hundreds.

MEMBER: Where?
MR. DIAMOND: In the .Jandakot

Area. I think there are some members
of this House who hare been through the
district and visited the whole of the
country. I do not ask members to take
my word, but I say there are other ieln-
hers who have been there. These people
have been there for Years. They have
fenced their land and cleared it and are
growing crops; and they have been doing
so for years. The House is not being asked
to build a line out there to a section of
promising country in the hope that
people will settle there.

MR. Bunozs: Unpromising, is it not ?
Mu. DIAMOND: It is not a question

of unpromising. The hon. member
could not have used a more ridiculous
fxpression, because the people have been
there for years, and have been producing
and bringing their produce into Fre-
mantle practically every morning. If
the hon. member will come to Fremantle,
I will show him the stuff coming in.
More vegetables and produce now come
into Fremantle from Jandakot in a day
than from York in a month. These
people have shown belief in the land
they 'occupy. There certainly is a division
(if opinion in Fremnantle as to the
ultimate objective of this line. The
member for East Fremantle thinks the
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line should ultimately come to one por- I
tion; I and others think it should go to
another portion of the line; but which-
ever point on the line it will go to
eventually, we agree that it would be a
good thing for the district generally for
this line to go to Forrest Hall, that is
the agricultural hail on the Forrest Road,
where it will stike the first big section of
population.

MRt. JACOBY: It will not pay if it
stops there.

MR. DIAMOND: I do not say it. will.
I have just said that the member for
East Fremantle and myself are not
agreed as to where it shiall go to, and
we are prepared to leave that to the
decision of the country after the next
general election. Why cannot we have
this small section of the line made?
The expenditure is not great; and if
members will only go to the district and
ride over it, those who are now objecting
will speak very differently, for they will
see there what they have not seen in any
other part of this country. As to the
argument used by the leader of the
Opposition in regard to the failure of
agricultural railways in Victoria con-
structed during the boom time, T say
those lines were constructed for political
and speculative purposes. This line is
not of that character, but is intended
particularly to assist men who have
already shown their bona fides by settling
on the laud and expending their time and
money in cultivating it. Agricultural
lines have now been constructed to the
districts of Goomalling and Greenhills;
and those lines do not lead to any populous
centres, but have to depend entirely on
the agricultural produce of those districts.
This line to Jandalcot is only the first
section of a railway which eventually
must bring an immntse amount of South-
Western district traffic into and out of
Fremantle, which traffic passes at present
through Perth, and to a grreat extent
congests the traffic at Perth, resulting in
annoyance and unnecessary expense to
the public. There is a lot of congestion
in the railway traffic at Perth, and this
Jandakot railway will relieve that con-
gestion to a great extent. The lines
constructed to Gocinalling and tireenhills
were built expressly for the people settled
in those districts, but this line is a
different matter altogether. I believe in

opening agricultural districts with spur
lines of railway where there is a possibility
of developing local traffic and hastening
the time when Western Australia will
become an exporter of produce ; but the
Jandakot railway should not be placed in
the same category, for it will eventually
bring a lot of traffic into and out of
Fremnantle in connection with the South-
Western railway system, thereby decreas-
ing the railage outward from Fremantle
by 14 to 20 miles for reaching those
settlements. This is- not only a line of
development, but it is a line necessary to
the economic working of the railway
system. I confidently ask members to
pass the Hill as it stands.

[Sitting suspended for ten minutes.]

Mn. H. DAGLISH (Subiaco): I sup-
port the amendment, and I do so for the
simple reason that I do not think the
House has the information at its disposal
to justify members in voting for the
construction of any railway whatever.
Some time early in the session, as far
back as the 6th August last, I asked the
Minister for Works whether it was the
intention of the Government tio introduce
a Bill authorising the appointment of a
public works committee in time for such
committee. to inquire into and report
upon the railway proposals to be sub-
mitted during the. session.

THE SPEAKER:± The hon. member
must not read from any document. He
can allude to it.

Ma. DAGLISH: I asked this question
also, whether the Government would
allow the appointment of a special com-
mittee in order to obtain information
and report to the House in regard to any
railway proposition. The reply of the
Minister was, that as the proposal to
appoint a, public works committee bud
been in the previous session defeated in
another place, it was not the intention of
the Government to reintroduce the Bill
dealing with that subject; but that when
any railway proposition was brought
before the House, it was quite within the
powers of the House to appoint a special
committee to inquire into the subject and
obtain the requisite information. My
complaint is that in the last days of the
session, in the month of December, the
Government introduce this and another
railway proposal at a time when it i4
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impossible for the House to get i nde-
pendent information on the subject.

MR. DIAMOND: We have been getting
the informat ion during the last six
months..

MR. DAWLISR: The hon. member
says we have been getting the informa-
tion for the last six months. I want
to see the information obtained by a
committee responsible for the informa-
tion furnished. I think the House is
entitled to make special inquiry as to
any railway proposition before we
commit ourselves to the expenditure of a
large sum of loan money. We have a
duty to the community in this respect.
The public recognise that the extent of
our loan obligations is considerable, and
any money expended from loan must, in
the interests of the State, prove repro-
ductive. In regard to revenue, we are
faced in the present year with the fact
that our revenue is falling, and there is
every probability of our revenue falling
not only during the currency of the
present year but falling every year ahead,
and it is doubtful if the people will find
the money for large undertakings like
this and other railways proposed to be
constructed from revenue. I think this
House is entitled, before autborising the
construction of this line, to know
exactly the probable result by expert
inquiry and report on the construction,
and to know what will be its exact effect
on the working railways-a most import-
ant point. Our railways are at present,
setting aside interest and sinking fund,
earning a comparatively small profit, and
are working under considerable difficul-
ties. Places already enjoying railway
communication have great difficulty in
securing an efficient service owing to the
deficiency of rolling stock; and yet we
are proposing, without making adequate
provision for existing requirements, to
add to the demand for rolling stock by
constructing a new line.

MR. DIAMOND: But the rolling stock
goes through from Perth.

MR. DAGLISH: Every increase of
mileage increases the difficulty of meeting
requirements for rolling stock.

Mu. DIAMOND: The new line will
represent a decrease of mileage.

Ms. DAGLjISH: I am dealing with
the present. proposal, which is not to run
the line through to join with the main

line, but to construct a line that shall
terminate at Jandakot; and the ultimate
intentions of the Government cannot
enter into the present discussion. How-
ever, I do not think that, with the infor-
mation before us, the House are justified
in authorising this line. I am quite
aware that the Minister feels the respon-
sibility he incurs in putting this pro-
posal before Parliament; but I do not

Ithink that my responsibility would be
adequately met by mnc if I allowed an
er parts statement by a Minister-no
matter what my confidence in him-to
lead me to cast a vote involving a large
expenditure of public money and a heavy

istrain in future years on the railway
revenue. I shall therefore support the
amendment of the member for West
Kim berley.

MR. J. J. HOLMES (East Fremantle):
I rise to support the second reading of the
Bill, the ultimate object of which is to
connect Fremantle by a direct route with
the South-Western railway. I must say,
however, at this stage, that in my opinion
the Government are shirking their respon-
sibilities. Therehas been some controversy
as to this line. A few miontbs ago I was
dragged into a newspaper correspondence,
and received considerable abuse. That,
however, had not the effect of altering
my convictions on the matter. Right
through the piece I have argued that the
only justification for the construction of
this line would be its connecting Fre-
mantle direct with the South-Western
Railway, thus shortening by about 16
miles the route by which timber, coal,
and other products are brought to Fre-
mantle, the p~ort of export. - To construct
a railway for about six miles from Fre-
mantle for the purpose of bringing food
supplies from Jandakot is, as I have

Ialways contended, an absurdity; and
t1he heard nothing in the speech of

teMinister to alter my cobvietion.
There I ample justification for the con-
struction Of a through line to shorten the
distance from the South-West to Fre-

imantle; and I do not fall in with the
Minister's view that we should wait for
developments in the timber industry. I
do not think the timber companies deserve
much consideration at our hands; because
they will ship at Bunbury if it suits them,
they will ship at Rockingham if they can
so arrange, and will if possible avoid
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Fremantle. But the time is not far dis-
taut when, owing to increasing settlement
in the South-Western District, there will
be a big traffic to Fremnantle via the new
line-not only a timber traffic, hut a
traffic in other products of the South-
West; and the justification of this line
is that it will shorten the existing route
by 15 miles.

Ma. STONE: And starve the present
line.

MR. HOLMES: That is no argument
at all. It does not follow that because
there is a, line built already we should
unnecessarily haul everybody's goods--
coal, timber, and other prodncts- over an
extra 15 miles in order to make railway
traffic. The member for Dundas talks
of Esperance. If Esperance were the
chief port of the State and in the direct
route of mail steamers, and if all the
ocean traffic were calling at Esperance,
then I should advocate immediately a
line to connect Esperance with the gold-
fields. But I think Esperance would be
altogether lost sight of were it not for
the continual advocacy of the hon. mnem-
ber. His speeches on the subject alone
keep the name of Esperance in existence.
To contend that settlers six miles from
Fremantle will carry their produce on the
proposed line is absurd. To-day I saw
for the first time a plan of the route.
It is from the Woodman's Point railway
to JandaL-ot direct. The map in the
strangers' room is not an autliorised map.
It was compiled by the Jandakot settlers,
and har no right whatever to be in the
precincts of the Chamber. The map now
on the table is the only one we can
recognise. From Woodman's Point to
the terminus at Forrest Hall is four
miles direct ; but the proposed route will
cover an extra two miles, which extension
is,lI ontend, unnecessary. The terminus
of the proposed line is at the Forrest
Hall; and f rom the Forrest Hall direct to
Fremantle we have a permanent made
road.

MR. JACOBY: What is the length of
that roadV

Ma. HOLMES: Eight miles direct to
Fremantle. The settler in that area, were
he sending his goods to Fremantle by
rail or by road, must first come to the
Forrest Hall. He will thus have the
option of going by road direct to Fre-
mantle, or abandoning his team at the

new railway station, paying freight to
Fremantle, engaging another team on
arrival at Fremantle to cart his produce
to its destination, selling his produce,
carting his purchases back to the train
and loading them, and on his arrival at
the terminus picking up his horse and
cart to take his purchases home. A
member says that Jandakot may supply
the goldfields also. That does not say
much for the agricultural settlement
taking place between Fremantle and the
goldfields. I consider that if Jandakot
can produce fish and vegetables for
Fremantle, and supply the mail steamers
and the rest of the shipping for the next
few years. Jandakot will do very well.
There is no need to labour the point.
Any member who looks fairly at the pro-
posal must admit that the settlers and
market gardeners within a radius of six
or eight miles of Fremantle will not use
the new railway. We have evidence of
this throughout Australia. Members
who visit Adelaide, Melbourne or Sydney
will find market gardeners coming into
the city in the morning with their loads
of vegetables in carts, and carting home
at night their purchases. The line is
necessary to bring long-distance traffic
by the shortest route to Fremantle; not
for the sake of adjacent townships, but
for the opening up of the country as far
as Bridgetown. I contend it is an injus-
tice to people at places such -as Bridge-
town or even at the Collie, who have
goods for export, that they should
not be able to reach Fremnantle by
the shortest route. I take it that in a
few years the country will be exporting
apples and other fruits, and will be
covered, as it were, by one huge herd,
providing butter for our local require-
ments and perhaps for export. We shall
have coal, timber, anid all the products of
the South to carry on our railways ; and
I contend it is an in justi-e to the people
to ask them, when there is an opportunity
of making a direct route to Fremantle, to
wander round first to Armadale, then to
Jandakot, then back to Woodman's Point,
and then into Fremantle. Only one line
is justified--the direct line from Jarrah-
dale to Fremantle; and I do blame the
Government for sitting on a rail in con-
nection with this matter. They know
there has been considerable controversy.
1 aim prepared to accept the decision of
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the House; and no doubt the decision is
already arrived at, as I think it should
be. I have come to my conclusion on the
matter, and have heard nothing to-day to
alter that conclusion. Clause 4 of the
Bill gives the Government the right to
compel the owners of adjacent land to
sell. I do not think the House should
consent to such a clause. The Govern-
ment propose that they shall have the
right to purchase compulsorily any land
within eight miles on either side of the
line. I do not think the House will
consent to that. I seriously object to the
proposal, and if necessary will at a later
stage, in Committee, state my objection.
There is another matter. To my mind it
will be the Commissioner of Railways who
will decide this route, and not the House,
if we consent to the Bill. The Clause
provides and the plan shows that there
can be a deviation of four miles on either
side of the proposed route.

MR. MoRAN: But the terminal points
are fixed by the Bill ; therefore he cannot
vary them. It is not proposed to allow
the Commissioner to shift Jandakot Hall
four miles from its present location.

MR. HOLMES : I say it is monstrous
to allow the Commissioner to deviate four
miles on either side of a route six wiles
long. I saw the Bill only yesterday and
did not read it very carefully; but I
thought it meant simply that the Gov-
ernment sought authority to construct a
line six miles in length, and left it to the
Commissioner to run the line either in a
southerly direction for Jarrahdale or in
a northerly direction for Kelmscott;
because I have seen plans issued by the
proprietors of Gosnell's estate, showing
the line running right up to Relmsc-ott.
I do not know what is their authority;
but if the terminal point is at Jandakot
Hall, my objection to the four miles
deviation falls to the ground becauae the
Commissioner will be unable to take
advantage of the provision. However, if,
as I understand, this line will be the first
section of a. railway connecting with the
South-Western Railway, I have much
pleasure in supporting the second read-
mng; but to my mind the only justifica-
tion for the line will be the shortening of
the route to the South-West. To make
six miles of railway to shorten that route
by four miles seems to wue an unneces-
sary expense; and farther, I think the

House should be advised as to what are
the opinions of the Government as to the
ultimate poiat.-Kelmseott or Jarrahdnle

I -at. which this new railway will join
the South-Western. A six miles line
finishing at Jandakot means nothing.

Ma. ltloRAw: It all depends on which
party pulls hardest at the general elec-
tion.

MR. HOLMES: [ do not want to see
either party pulling at the next election:; I
want every member to give his views on
the subject now. My view is that the
line should be direct. If the majority of
the House think that travelling round the

Icountry, calling at everybody's back door,
and finishing up ultimately at Jarrabidale
or Armadale are advisable, I must bow to
the decision of the majority. My opinion
is that a direct line is the only one neces-

Isary, and I anm told by the Premier and
by the Minister who introduced the Bill
that the engineer's report shows that the
first six miles will tr-averse neutral ground,
and these deviations are to avoid the
swamps, etc. If the ultimate decision as
to the route is to be left to a future
Parliament, I will accept what is offered
to-day and will battle for a direct route

Iat a later stage. I support the second
reading.

MR. F. McDONALD (Cockburn
Sound): I have pleasure in supporting
the second reading. This line has been

ipromised by successive Governments to
the settlers at Jandakot, and the land
there has been taken up to a great extent
on, promises that roads would be wade at
a later date through the Jandakot Area,
whit-h consists of about 36,000 acres of
land, and I believe there is not a single

blok vacant at present. A number of
people who are settled there came from
Victoria and other States, and they are

Icultivating the ground ; they are satisfied
with the conditions, and are doing good

Iwork. If a railway is built through the
area to the Forrest Hall, and knowing
that in the near future it must junction

1 with the South-Western Railway, they
will be well satisfied with that. Personally
I would like to have seen the Government
fix the point at which the railway is to
junction with the South-Western line,
whether at Armadale or Jarrahdale
junction. The settlers in the Jandakot
Area are practically united in saying that
Armadale is the best point for the

Second reading.
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junction to be made. A lot is to be said
in favour of the line going to Mundijoug
in at straight line; and if this House
agrees to that, I must bow to the decision,
though I would prefer to see the line go
to Armadale. I understand that at
present the Rail way Department are
duplicating the South-Western line from
Armnadale to Perth, in order to relieve
the congested traffic. [Tni MINISTER FOR;
RAIrLWAYS: Not as far as Armadale.]
However, that shows the line as far as
Armadale, or nearly so, is congested with
traffic, and it would be a great relief t o
the railway yards in Perth and to the
shipping at Fremnantle if all the traffic

coigfrom the South-Western Railway
ditri.cts could go in a direct line from
Armadale or Jarrabidale Junction into
Fremantle. I am pledged to the Arma,-
dale ioute, but if this House decides
otherwise I must accept that. It has
been said that the settlers would not use
this railway if made; but I know for a
fact that more than 10 per Cent. of the
produce grown in the Jaudakot Area is
sent direct to the goldfields from Fye-
mantle-the member for East Fremantle
ought to know that is so-and besides
sending produce to the goldfields, the
settlers also supply the ships ahd the
people at Fremanitle. The growers
deal directly with the goldfields, and a
great amount of produce is sent from
Jandairot by way of Fremantle to be put
on the train and sent to the Kalgoorlie
market.

MR. DIAMOND: The biggest consign-
ment of tomatoes to the goldfields goes
from Jandakot.

MR. McDONALD: The building of
this railway would save the country a
large sum of money in the construction of
roads through the Jandakot Area. At
present it costs fully £1,000 a wile to
construct roads there; and all the material
for road-waking, except the capstone,
comes from Greeanmount, Armadale, or
from up the line, and has to be trucked to
Fremantle, and then carted from there
eight or ten miles through the Jandakot
Area. This heavy traffic cuts up the
roadsa to a large extent. I do hope the

-House will pass the second reading; and
as to Clause 4, that can be cut out of the
Bill, as it is not necessary for the Gov-
ernment to have the right to purchase
land within eight miles of one of the

points. I have pleasure in supporting
the second reading.

Mu. J. I. FERGUSON (North Fre-
mantle): I was not present when the
Minister moved the second reading of the
Bill, and I do not know what he said in
regard to it. It is a great pity the Rail-
way Bills have not been before us sooner,
because works involving a large expendi-
tine, whether from loan or revenue, should
be carefully and fully considered. This
railway has been talked about for a long
time, although many people have hardly
regarded it seiously. As to the railway
being for agricultural produce, my opinion
is that the idea is absurd. I agree with
the member for East Fremantle in saying
that the gardeners who are growing for
the Fremantle market and supplying the
ships and steamers will not use the rail-
way, but twill cart their produce right in;
and although those growers who send
their produce to the goldfields will use
this railway when made, still we are
hardly justified in voting money for that
amount of traffic. A railway to connect
Fremantle with the South-Western line
is amply justified. The traffic at present
is very considerable from the South-
Western line to Fremantle, and it all
goes round by Perth. Bunbury trains
do not go through to Fremantle, the
goods being sorted up in the Perth yards,
and there is Considerable delay in the
goods reaching Fremnantle. A line from
Fremantle to join the South-Western
line would be a manifest advantage, and
he amply justified b'y the traffic. As to
the effect on Perth even if the goods
were taken by a direct line from Jarrab-
dale Junction UP, Fremntle, there wvould
be some shortening of the distance; but
apart from that, enough stress has not
been laid on the great development which
will occur in the traffic from the South-
Western district through the construction
of a direct line to Fremantle. The coal
traffic will no doubt increase largely, and
if we are going to export fruit, 'which
cannot be shipped from Bunbury unless
the mail steamers go there, that also will
help to feed a direct line to Fremantle.
Any person who has been in the South-
Westtern district of late will be aware of
the great development going on in fruit
culture, and must come to the con-
clusion that before many years elapse
we shall be exporting fruit very
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largely. For these reasons I support
the second reading of the Bill. if we
have an assurance from the Government
that this line is the first portion of a
direct line to join the Sj)uth-Western
railway. If that assurance is not given,
I cannot support the Bill. If this is to
be the first instalment of a line to join
Fremantle to the South-Western railway
at Armadale or Mundijong, I shall have
much pleasure in supporting the second
reading.

How. F. H. PIESSE (Williams):
For many years I have thought that a
line of railway should be constructed
through this most prolific area. I had
opportunity of visiting the Jandakot
Area, on many occasions, and being
myself a strong advocate for the develop-
ment of the resources of the country, I
must say that when I first visited the
Jandakot Area I was under the impres-
sion that it was a sandy waste, but 1 had
afterwards a good opportunity of judging
of the capabilities of that soil, and it rather
astonished tue to see the enormous crops
which were taken off small areas. The
only thing that seemed rather a disad-
vantage was that the areas taken up
were rather large, having regard to
the great prolfficness of the soil. I
made up my mind shortly afterwards
that a line of communication by rail was
very necessary for these people; and I
am still of that opinion, although I would
prefer to see the Government have the
courage of their opinion as to the route
this line should take. Still, as they have
come forward with a proposal, no doubt
ultimately the line will go forward from
whatever terminus is now decided on. I
am of opinion such a railway' will be of
immense advanitage. There will be not
only a large revenue from the carriage of
fruit, vegetable, and other products, but
there will be a very large firewood traffic.
One point has been lost sight of with
reference to the present means of com-
munication. It has been said that if the
distance is so short why do not the people
avail tbemseves of the road facilitiesP
And a comparison has been drawn in
connection with carriage in Victoria by
the member for West Kimberley ;but it
is not analogous in this case because of
the conditions under which the peop le
here work and the immense areas of saud.
There is need for some proper macada-

mised roads to allow people to cax'ry
their produce cheaply. The cost of
making the roads in the district would
be enormous. For years large votes
have been passed by' the House to carryv
out the work of reod construction, and
sufficient money has been voted, within
my knowledge, to have constructed this
railway. We have passed sometimes as
much as £3,000 in a ye.or for road con-
struction in this district. If a, railway
had been constructed into this district
some years ago and the mioney expended
in making main roads from the. railway
to the settlement, the roads would have
acted as feeders to the railway, and we
would have conferred a great advantage
on the people. I am confident this will
become a most productive centre in the
State, for it is wonderful what the
settlers grow there. As an agricul-
turist I was astounded to see the
large products coming off small areas
of land. If a railway was built it
would enable people to carry manure
and fertilisers to make the soil still
farther prolific. We are told to look at
this railway from the point of view of
the spur lines in Victoria. We have the
awful experience of those lines before us,
and such a flune of railway as this seems
to me, and to most members, to be un-

Inecessary when we look at the project
Ifrom the point of view of the Victorian
Ispur lines; but I say that the conditions
are not at all similar. We have an area
in which it is difficult to make roads and

it is cheaper to construct a railway. The
object of the Government is not to come
down with a definite proposal as to where
the line shall junction with the South-
Western railway. If theGovernment had
done that, I take it there would have been
no opposition to the project;i but there is
no doubt in my mind that the railway
must ultimately junction with the South-
Western line at some point; and in that
way it will, to a considerable extent,
relieve the metropolitan district of the
traffic passing over the railways. It will
mean a shorter route to Fremantle, and
the sooner the Government make up
their mind to junction Fremantle with
the South-Western district, the better.
The Government should have come
forward with some proposal to junction
with the South-Western line, but I

Iregret they haveo neglected their duty in
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this respect. The Government propose
to take the line to an area six miles
distant, when we have so much evidence
before us of the way in which the traffic
is congested on the South-Western rail-
way. Having these facts before them it
should have been easy for the Govern-
ment to make up their minds to carry
the railway to a point on the South-
Western line. But they have not done
so, and they evidently appear not pre-
pared to do that. Rather than. see this
matter shelved for another session I shall
agree to the second reading of the Bill.

Mn. A. E. THOMAS (Dundas) : I
intend to support the action of the
leader of the Opposition in moving that
the Bill be read this day six months.
The whole of the argument advanced so
far in the course of the debate has
pointed to this: that all members eon-
dein the proposal to build the line from
Woodman's Point to Jandairot it it is
going to stop there, but all are agreed
that in order to relieve the congested
traffic that it is necessary for a line of
railway to be built to connect the South-
~Western line with Fremantle. At first
sight I was inclined to support any
proposal with that end in view, but I sayr
before we are asked to cast ou r votes some
farther information should be given to thle
House on the matter. It may be that
the best route to connect the South-
Western line. with the Robb's Jetty line
would not pass through Jandakut at all.
It may be taken farther southl, and it may
be that it will have to go farther north ;
hut we do not know what is the absolute
route that is to he adopted when that
railway is taken in hand.

Mn. HIGnAM: We kn1ow which way
the survey is made.

MU' THOMAS:- I would point out the
only information we have is that conveyed
to us b y a map in the strangers' room; of
this House, drawn up by the settlers in
the Jandakot Area. I think the Govern-
ment have been offeringr a deliberate
insult to the intelligence of this House
at this late stage or the session, and
at thie end of the present Parliament, to
bring in a Bill to construct a snake-like
line to nowhere, because five of the
supporters of this line, the members for
South Fremautle, Cockburn Sound,
Frenmantle, East Fremantle, and North
Fremantle cannot make up their minds as

to the final place where that line shall be
taken. There is no doubt in miy mind
the Government are afraid to come to the
House and give us any deliberate pro-
posal for connecting the South-Western
line with Fremantle because they are
afraid it will alienate one, or two, or more
of those members I have mentioned. Let.
us defer the consideration of the matter
till next session. Let the matter be
decided by members in their own
electorates. Let the members be pre-
pared to say that they favour one route.
The member for East Fremnantle made a
champion yes-no speech, as also did the
member for North Fremantle. None of

*the members of the House, I am sure,
have the faintest idea as to how those

*members were prepared to vote. Each
said he was prepared to vote for the
s~cond reading because the Government
b ad brought the proposal forward. I
also congratulate the Minister for Works
on the splendid way inw~hich he put the
case before the House. Any mnember
who had the pleasure of listening to the
Minister must have been struck with the
abject, apologetic manner in which he
spoke every word which he -uttered. He
told the House plainly as words could
tell us that he was sorry the Premier had
insisted that he should move thle second
reading of the Bill which he was entirely
opposed to. No one could interpret the
remarks of the Minister differeutly front
what I have. As regards the contention
of the meumber for South Fremantle
that market gardeners in the immediate
vicinity of the agricultural ball would
use the line to bring their produce to
Fremantle, I refer emembers who have
not heard the whole of the speeches to
the remarks of other members. That
argument was amply replied to when the
other members for Fremantle spoke, all
with the exception of the member for
Cockburn Sound stating that the market
gardeners would not use that line.

Mn. DTAMowri: The whole of the
market gardeners signed the petition for
the line, and said they would use it.

Ma. THOMAS: No doubt a majority
of the people in the distri ct would sign for
the line and for an~ything they could get.
The member for South Fremantle also,
in reply to an inierjection of mine, said
definitely that in his opinion this line
would not pay. I think the Minister

Secondreading. 2529
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admitted the same thing, and all those
who have spoken admitted that a line
between Woodman's Point and iRobb's
Jetty to Jandakot had no hope even of
paying for the axle grease, yet we are
asked in all seriousness to pass a Bill,
and to pass an amount of money on the
Estimates to build a suak-e-like line of
this sort to nowhere. We have no infor-
mation before us as to what is the best
route to connect Fremnantle with the
South-Western railway. I think it would
only be a question of route if expert
reports were placed before thle House.

MR. MORAN: You call it a snake-like
line; the members for Fremantle and
South Fremantle want to make it a
serpentine line to Mundijong.

Mn. THOMAS: If expert railway
opinion was given to the House pointing
out the necessity for a line from the South-
Western railway to somewhere in the
neighbourhood of Fremautle, I would
support it; but I cannot support a pro-
posal of this sort, which means nothing,
and which I think the Government mneanit
to mean nothing. I support the amiend-
ment that the Bill be read this day six
mionths.

MR. M, H. JAOBY (Swan): I have
always taken the view in connection withi
this line that it is first of all and mainly
a railway proposition, and every tinme I
have referred to it publicly I have always
taken that view. If the line is not
Justified from a railway point of view, T
have very considerable difficulty inl see-ing
that it is justified from any other point
of view. I am certain in my mind if the
line finishes where it is proposed, at the
Forrest Hall, there is no possible chance
of its paying. and I regret very much the
Government have evaded their responsi-I
bilities, for reasons best known to them-
selves, in comuig to a conclusion asto the
absolute junction of this line with the
South-Western line. The distance to
connect with the South-Western line is
a1 very Small one, and I do not think there
can he very good reason for hesitation on
a financial ground.

MR. HOLMES: Was the Gooseberry
Hill line justified as a railway proposition?

MR. JACO BY: The purchase of it for
£15,000, certainly.

Ma1. HOLMES: As a railway proposi-
tion ?

Mn. JACOBY: Certainly. That line is
paying well, but there is no need to refer
to that. The first essential we have to
consider in connection with this line is
not that it is anl agricultural spur line
but the first section of a line south-west-
ward. Everyone who has studied the
question from that point of view considers;
that it is thoroughly justified. I regret
very much we are going to do the line such
an inijustice: as to leave it where it is;
and I am half afraid that after we have
had some experience of working the line
from Fremantle to the terminus now
proposed, there will he great difllcul'y in
inducing the House to consent to any
farther expenditure for extending the
line to the South-Western railway.
When in Committee I propose to ttke
steps, if permitted by the Standing
Orders, to have somie decision on that
lpoint arrived at. I believe the Govern-
ment have from a departmental point of
view made sufficient inquiries and ohb-
tamned enough reports to justify them in
coming to a decision; and I think it
would be well if those reports were placed
on the table aiid some definite attempt
made to have this line laid down on a
proper route. I do not propose to dis-
cuss the various proposals for at j unction
wit h the Son tb-Western railway, whether
at 1%undijong or at Arinadale. The
route to Mundijong will, I believe, save
about 16 mites and the route to A-rma-
dale about 10 miles. The route to
Mundijong will save about four mailes
of construction ;but it is open W the
great disadvantage that it passes through
a veryv large area of poor country practi-
cally unsettled, and in the hands of one
or two people, whereas if the line were
carried through the few remaining. miles
to Armadale, it would serve country very
thickly populated. I have much pleasure
in supporting the second reading, and
trust that before the Bill ultimately re-
ceives sanction it will provide for a
Junction with the South-Western line.

Mn. W. ATKINS (Murray);- I am
rather surprised at the proposal in the
Bill. I have always underatood that
this line was to join the Fremantle-
Robb's Jetty line to the South-Western.
Now certainly, if it is intended to
make aline to shorten the route from
the South-West to Fremantle, the
Bill proposes a very bad Start; for

Second reading.
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the new line will deviate two miles
fronm the straight in its very first
section; and it does not lead to
anywhere. Had the Government browught
down a Bill to authorise the first section
of any direct line from Robb's Jetty to
the South-Western railway, I should
have been glad to support it, not because
I think the prospective traffic will justify
its construction for the sake of bringing
farm produce into Fremantle from the
adjacent country, but because it will
considerably shorten the railway route
from the South-West to Fremantle. 1
should prefer the Line to join the South-
Western railway at Mundijong, because
an extra four miles would thus be* saved ;
but if the Government pursue the practice
of bnilding the lino in sections resembling
that on the map before us, no distance at
all will be saved, for there is any quantity
of curve in the line proposed; and if the
Government made a straight lin4e they
would be much more likely to get a cheap
work, and one which would be just as
serviceable as the crooked route prop)osed .
Another point. If the line were made
directly across country, it would tap land
through which there are not so many
roads as in the district proposed to) be
served, and would thus open new country,
while existing roads could continue to be
utilised. It is proposed to go across
country alreadly provided with roads, and
to finish on a mnade road at the Forrest
Hall. Now where is the sense, after
having mrade a road, to build a railway
alongside the road? If we wish to op--u
up c-untry, put a railway where there is
no road. A member interjects that the
direct route is not populous; but as a
fact there are people all over that dhi-
triet. Besides, if we lay a. railway across
good country people will settle there. If
the Government will bring in at Bill to
lay this first section of railway in a. fairly
straight line train some point on the
Woodman's Point railway I will support
it, I think I will niove an amendment
in Committee to the effect that such a
line should be constructed, the poortion
proposed in the Bill to be the first
section of it. To make a snake-like track
to nowhere except to an agricultural hall
appears to me to he very wrong.

MnI. T. F. QUINLAN (Toodirayv9: I
have pleasure in supporting thisBiln
the hope that the Government will see

fit to extend the line before long;
because I think a tine in the proposed
direction is justified. We know the
immense cost of' road-making out-side of
Perth. in clay country. Seeing that the
cost of the line will not be exorbitant,
I think the proposal is justified; there-
fore I hope that the Government wit]
-not be guided by the opinions of even the
Fremantle members, but in a great
measure by the opinions of the Govern-
ruent engineers or other officers as to
which is the best route and which will
serve the greatest number of people. I
hope too that a policy which has never
before been pursued in this country will
now be adopted. The time has arrived
when the Government should consider
the question of financing railways on the
betterment principle. In this particular
instance I venture to think that so soon
as the Bill passes, if it is passed this
session, the landowners on the route will
be* prepared, supported by plenty of
witnesses. who can be obtained at any
time and at any price, to fleece the Gov-
ernment for the amount of the so-called
value of their land. I know that in
Clause 5 provision is sought in a measure
to counter-act what the Government anti-
cipate; but I am atfraid this will he found
difficult. That is air own experience in
connection with past land- resumption
transactions. I sincerely hope that the
Government will yet see fit, during this
session if possible, to provide by some
means that this line shall be financed on
the betterment principle. The question
as to the connecting point with the
South-Western line should, I think, be
decided at. this stage; anud the Govern-
ment should, as suggested by the member
for Murray (Mr. Atkins) construct a
line by a route as direct as possible.
Although it is probable that the line will
not immediately pay even interest, the
line is justified in view of the cost of
road-making in the district, and the
necessity for giving ratilway communica-
tion to the settlers in the locality, who
may, if this be denied them, transfer
themselves to other parts of the State.

MN. P. STONE (Greenough):- The
Bill is brought in at a very late stage of
the session, and is I think accompanied
by very little information. No statistics
are prodided showing the produce of the
country to be tapped, the area of land
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under cultivation, or the population to
be accommodated. From some inquiries
I have inade I have ascertained on good
authority that even the schools are open
for half time only. Twenty children
cannot be found to justify a fuli-time
sc!hool. Most members who have sup-
ported the Bill to-night are no doubt
int.*rested either in large landed estates
or on behalf of constituents. We have
heard of 6,000 acres of land through
which the line will pass. but no mention
of what area is under cultivation or what
it produces. Last year an influential
deputation waited on Ministers and
mnembers of Parliament to advocate this
line; and the only fact we could get
from themn was that the district produced
2.1 cwt. of tomatoes twice a week. I
think the demand for tomatoes has fallen
off; at any rate, that output does not
justify the line. If the line joined with
the South-Western, it might be of some
use to relieve traffic on the existing
railway, and for that purpose I will
support it. But in Committee I intend
to oppost, Obtuse 4, which emnpowers the
Government to purchase the laud within
a distance of eight miles on either side of
the line. I do not think that should be
allowed. The Government could readily
tax the laud if it is not occupied or
cultivated within a reasonable distance of'
the line, even if a special Act were neces-
sary for the imposition of such taxation.
This would be better than purchasing
the i-sad at prices perhaps so high as to
prevrent its re-sale. I gathered from the
Minister for Railways that he was not
very serious when introducing the Bill.
He seemed almost apologetic, and put
sue in, mind of the young woman who,
in certain circumstances, excused herself
on the ground that" it was only a little
one."~

Mat. J. J. HIGIIAM (Fremantle): I
was hoping that the member for West
Perth (Mr. Moran) would give the House
the beneflt of some of the many speeches
delivered 11 him in the Jandakot Hall.
Had he done so, the doubts in the minds
of members would have disappeared at
once, and the lack of information which
so many speakers regret would not
exist. Some members persist in dealing
with this proposal as if it werequite new;
wherea3 it has on several occasions been
debated in the House. It has been dis-

cussed ad nanaeam in the Press; and I
think, while we all regret that the Gov-
erment have not seen fit to make a
definite proposition as to the entire route,

Imany of us are willing to accept the sec-
tion proposed in the Bill, in the hope t'hat
next session we shall get what we all
desire-ajunction with the South-Wvestcra

Irailway. [Mn. Ao.AN - Not the junce-
tion ?3] I am, willing to state where
II consider the junction should be-
it should be at Mundijong. There
is no question that the real motive
for the building of thlis railway is to
benefit the South-Wtvstern districts
traffic. I do not deny that it will also
benefit the settlers' in the Jandatkot
Area; but so far as those settlers are
conoerned, either of the routes will serve
about an equal number of them. Both
routes are open to the objection that they
pass through large blocks of alienated
land n6t settled. So far as Armadale is
concerned, there is a. very large block of
alienated land4 close to Armuadale, on
which there is very little settlement
except nearw to the railway line. I think
that is Block No. 36, and there are sonic
thousands of acres. As to large estates
on the other route, that route does not
run for more than about three ileis near
to the corner of Mr. Field'sQ estate, and
after that it passes through an estate of

I12,000 acres of very good land, a. large
portion of which is cultivated, and
belongs to M r. Samuel Baker, my broth er-
in-law. Beyond Beenup the route will
go into close settlement again, where a
number of settlers are striving hard to
improve ll the land from that section up
to Mundijong. I agree that so far as
the settlers are concerned in the hsandling
of vegetable produce, the railway will not
be of much use to them except in the
carrying of that portion of the produce
that goes direct to the goldfields, and I
agree to what has been said as to that

I produce being considerable in amount.
Apart from that, the line would he used to
somne extent in taking out to the settlers
large supplies of fertilizers, building mate-
rial and road material, which could not be
economically dealt with in any other way
than by railway carriage. As to the
firewood trade, anyone who knows that
area of country will he satisfied that
there is an immense amount of fire-
wood to be brought in from there, which

Second readmg.
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will last for many years-same thousands
of tons. But, as I have said, the real
motive for this project is not to serve the
requirements of the Jandakot settlers in
particular, but to develop the South-
Western trdlffc; and anyone who has
seen the development of that traffic in
recent years will admit that the distance
for carriage, whether by way of Armadale
Junction or Mundijong Junction, merits
the consideration of a line at the earliest
date. it will also be a great benefit to
the producers of coal and timber, and it
will help materially in relieving the con-
gested traffic at Perth. These reasons
will justify the construction of the line;
and I hope the House will pass the second
reading. Other points which have been
referred to in debate canl be dealt with in
Committee. I see no necessity to include
Clause 4 in the Bill, as the Government
have other means of doing what that
clause would em power them to do.

Mu. G. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret):
I support the amendment. I congratulate
the members representing Fremantle for
their combined preseuce here this after-
noon, for whenever anything affects Fre-
mantle they are always present; but
when any great question affects the State
as a whole, those members are mostly
conspicuous by their absence. But the
fact of those miembers appearing here in
such numbers to-day is not a sufficient
reason for the Bill to pass. Those who
have spoken in favour of it have made
roundabout statements; but if those
members really wished to justify the
Bill, they would have come here armed
with certain facts as to the area under
c~ltivation, the population to be served,
and other particulars necessary to a
proper understanding of the question.
I notice that in the case of any Railway
Bill or other public work affecting the
goldfields, members who are interested in
it are expected to come to this House
aimed with particulars showing the
population of the districts to be served,
the amount of wealth, the necessity for
opening that portion of the country, and
every other detail in support of the
measure. It seems, however, that when
there is anything proposed for the benefit
of farming districts, members take it for
granted that the measure will pass, and
that it is not necessary to produce facts
or details in support. The only direct

information we have got this afternoon
to show the necessity for this line was a
statement by the member for South Fre-
mantle that he knew for a fact there was
a million pounds weight of tomatoes sent
to the goldfields from Jandakot-or some
statement like that. No matter how the
Frenmantle members quarrel among them-
selves, they always strive to show a solid
phalanx towards outsiders on these occa-
sions. The member for East Fremantle
(Mr. Holmes) has pointed out the
absurdity of the route proposed in the
Bill. We find also the member for North
Fremantle (Mr. Ferguson) thinks the
line is not taking the right course. But
as this is a Government measure, and
these members are all supporters of the
Government, I suppose that so long as
the Government will build a railway from
Fremantle to somewhere or anywhere, it
will satisfy those members. The line is
to start from Woodman's Point to ai
point at Jandakot Hall. I have travelled
from Frernantleto Jandakot Hall about
two years ago, along a good macada-
mused road, the distance being some
ten miles ; and we find that this
railway is going to a point settled by
farmers, market gardeners, and others,
and is to run parallel with a good mac-
adamised road. It has been pointed out
this afternoon that railways are not used
for the carriage of pro'duce for short
distances, that in the ease of capital cities
in East Australia the produce brought. in
for a distance of 15 or 20 miles is gener-
ally conveyed iii carts to the city, and
not conveyed by railways. Of course
those growers are not going to load up
their carts in the early morn ing for thle
market, then drive to the Janilakot
Hall and put their produce on the train,
see it conveyed to F remuantle for the
market there, get it taken to the market
from the train, their drays tied up or
stabled until those growers can start back
in the afternoon. In, all the Eastern
capitals where this kind of trade is
carried on within five to 20 miles, we
know as a fact that the produce is con-
veyed in carts and is not carried by train.
It is well known also that a train service
cannot be got to suit these people, and
the more the produce is handled the
worse it appears when offered for sale in
the market. There is, as I have said, a
macadamised road from Fremantle to
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Jandakot Hall, and this railway is prac-
tically to run parallel with it. it
has been suggested also that the
line should run straight, and not take
the course proposed in the Bill.
It would be wise if the Governmeut con-
structed a direct line of railway from
Woodmnan's Point towards ,Tarrahdale
Junction. I am told hy members that
there is not an inch of Crown lands at
Jarrabdale Junction, but that the laud
belongs to private people.

MR. Hoiwns: I will put the lion.
member right. Jarrahidaje.Junc 'tion is -in
the main line, and is a Government town-
ship. Asmadale is a privately-owned
township, cut up for sale.

MR. TAYLOR: That is one reason
why the line should not run to Armadale.
It is a reason why the Government should
run the line direct from Fremantle or
Woodman's Point to a junction on the
South-Western line somewhere about
Jarrabdale. I have been to Armadale
and have passed through Jarrahdale
Junction, and I know from my informa-
tion gathered at Arinadale that what the
member for East Fremantle says is true,
because it was pointed out to me who
owned all1 the properties around Armadale.
There has been no argument advanced,
even by' the Minister for Works in moving
the second reading, in favour of the line
to serve Jandakot itself. The strong
argument was in favour of removing the
congestion, and enabling people to get,
their marketable goods into Frernantle by
the shortest route. Some statistics had
been given that if the line was run direct
to jarrahdale a distance of 18 miles would
be saved.

ME. HOLMES: Jarrabdale to Fremantle
via Perth is 41 miles, Jarrahdale to Fre.
mantle via Armadale is 35 miles, Jarrab-
dale to Fremantle direct is 24 miles; a
difference of 17 miles.

MR. TAYLOR: I was a mile out. I
would not oppose a line like that if
arguinents were brought forward showing
the necessity for it; but I object at this
latestageof the session,whea theStanding
Orders have been suspended. to the Gov-
ernment bringing forward Bills as some
have been brought in by the Government
and passed through all their stages.
Bills that have not reached the second
reading stage have come before the House
and have been passed through, the Stand-

ing Orders having been suspended. I
think it would be wise if the Bill was
hung up so as to get the necessary
information and statistics showing the
need for the line. I hope the amendment
wilt be carried, and that more light will
be thrown upon the proposal by the time
a Bill is brought forward next session to
build a line direct from Fremantle to
Woodman's Point or Jarrahdale Junction
or somewhere about that point on the
South-Western line.

Amendment (six months) put and
negatived.-

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

ASSENT TO BILL.
Message received from the Governor

assenting to the Supreme Court Act
Amendment Bill.

FREMANTLE TRAMWAYS BILL
(PRIVATE).

SECOND READING.

Mit. J. J. HIGHAM (Frenmantle): In
moving the second reading of this Bill, 1
desire to be as brief as possible, In'y only
object being to make the provisions of
the measure as clear as I can to members.
The Bill is to empower the municipalities
of Fremantle and East Fremantle jointly
to construct, maintain, and work- tram-
ways within the boundaries of the said
municipalities; and to construct and
maintain works for the generation and
supply of electricity for motive and light-
ing purposes within the same districts.
I may say that since about 1895 the
municipality of Fremantle has been ex-
tremnely eager to obtain a tramway and
electric lighting service. I think it was
in 1896 a concession was granted and
everything arranged for obtaining a
service, but I regret to say that the con-
cession fell through in consequence of the
inability of the concessionaire to carry
out the work. In 1899 another conces-
Sion was granted to the British Insulated
Wire Company. This in the next year
was transferred to the Electric Supply
Company, an offshoot of the former corn-

*pany, formed for carrying out the local
undertaking. This Company proceeded to
obtain a provisional order and did so in
1900, and a Bill to confirma the provi-
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sional order was passed in the same year,
and it was then hoped by the people of
Fremantle that a tramway and electric
lighting service, which they so much
desired, would soon be put in hand, and
they would have the benefit resulting
from such an undertaking. I very much
regret, as far as th is concession was con-
cerned, that the concessionaire dragged on
month after month and year after yea run Lii
the Fremnantlc municipality in its own
defence were compelled to act under the
.Tramways Act and declare the concession
cancelled. This led to considerable liti-
gation, which was not sottlell until late
this year; then finding that the Tram-
ways Act enabled the municipalities to
withdraw from the agreement, the con-
cessionaire virtually agreed to the cancel-
lation of the concession. While all this
litigation was, going on the municipalities
of Fremautle, East Fremantle and North
Fremantle were discussing the question
of how best to obtain the service of
effircient tramways and electric lighting,
and although North Fremantle ultimately
withdrew from the scheme on account of
the doubtfulness as to being able to
secure connection, looking to the possi-
bility of the present bridges being
withdrawn, East Fremanitle and Fre-
mantle decided to go thoroughly into the
scheme. They discussed it both from
the point of granting a concession, end
also as to carrying it out as a, Municipal
work, and after very considerable discus-
sion they ultimately agreed to join
together and municipalise the work for
the benefit of the two municipalities. It
was agreed, although not strictly on legal
lines, to take a referendum in both
municipalities as to whether they should
construct the works through a conces-
sionaire or iuicipalise them; and in
both municipalities, -although the poll
was taken at very short notice, the
decision was in favour of the work being
municipalised. On the cancellation there-
fore in May of this year of the provisional
order granted to the previous conces-
sionaire, the Fremantle municipalities
wade efforts to arrive at a proper basis
to m unicipalise these works, and with that
end in view they obtained from the New
South Wales Public Works Department
the services of two thorough experts in
electricity . and tramway construction.
Hon. members have a copy of the report

Iwhich these two experts prepared for
the municipalities, which proves that
this undertaking can be carried out
for a reasonable amount, and is on the
face of this report a profitable under-
taking such as the municipalities are
justified in entering into. The l3ift which
members have before them I hope is
perfectly plain, and I propose later to go
through it briefly and explain it clause
by clause. I regret, to overcome one on'
two complicated points, that it is neces-
sary to introduce one or two amendments
which I think will commend themselves
to members, and as they have been before
the House in print for a coupie of days,
members will have made themselves au'
fait with them and will hie able to follow
the Bill as I go through the different
clauses. I need hardly go through the
question of the benefits likely to accrue
to the municipalities of Fremtantle and
East Fremantle by the construction of
the 'works. Such benefits must be evident
to members who have seen the benefits

acrigto the city of Perth by sinuilar
undrtaki n g s. The outlying portions. of
Perth and suburbs have been mainly
built up through the construction of such
works, and thousands. of men, not only
the working classes but the middle
classes, have been able to) secure locations
for their homes at cheap prices, whereas
if they had not the benefit of cheap
transit they would have been com-
pelled to live closer in the city and
pay, the extortionate rents which were
ruling two or three years ago.
The construction of tramways has led to
an immense increase of suburban resi-
dences, to which must be attributed the
great decrease in rents, and the conse-
quent cheapening of the cost of living in
the metropolis. Members know that it
is necessary to bring in this Bill, because
the scheme entails an estimated expendi-
ture of £284,000, which will be in excess

Iof the borrowing powers of the Fremntle
municipality. They have a borrowing
power of about £132,000; they have so
far borrowed £95,000, and after deduct-
ing reserve fund have a margiu of
authorisation of from £42CO to £43,000.
This margin the Fremantle municipality
do not p~ropose to touch for the purposes
of this BiU. Io the Bill they seek
separate borrowing powers from those
with which they are now endowed; for

Premanild YYamways
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there is no doubt there are many other
undertakings besides these works which
the municipality will have to carry out,I
and for which the borrowing power they
now possess will be needed. Apart from
that, the Tr-amways Act of 1885 precludes
the municipality from constructing such
works as the Bill proposes. Although it
was originally intended that mitnicipali-
ties should have power to construct and
take tolls from tramways, and although
the marginal note of Section 16 of that
Act states that the local authorities may
build tramways and take tolls, an amend-
mnent was evidently made when in Comn-
inittee, the effect of which was to prevent
any local authority from taking tolls
from tramnways, though such authority

mighbt construct tramnways. I think this
Bill will be found very complete. It has
been well drafted by' a thorough expert,
has received the careful attention of joint
committees of the two municipalities
interested, and considerable attention
from the select committee to which it was
referred. I shall go briefly through
the clauses, referring to the suggested
amendmnents in the report of the select
coinmiittee, which are on the Notice
Paper also, and which seriously affect
some of the provisions of the Bill. I need
scarcely refer to Clause 2, giving the
municipality. power to construct and
carry on the tramway and electric light-
ing works. In Clause 3 it is proposed to
make a slight amendment. It was
originally thought by the municipal com-
mittees as well, in obtaining borrowing
authorisation, to mention a sumn which
would make a considerable provision for
future extensions; hence it was decided
to ask for authority to borrow £2160,00
But in view of the report of the experts
consulted, to which members can refer,
X84,000 should amply cover the full cost
of the undertakings; and it is proposed
to move at a later stage that the author-
isation be decreased from £150,000 to
£100,000. The provisions of the Muni-
cipal Institutions Act have been embodied
in the Hill. I shall refer to them more
f ully at a later stage, but I wish now to draw
attention to Clause 5 ; because the pro-
visions as to borrowing and the right of
the ratepayers to demand a poll as to
whether the money shall be borrowed are
duly embodied in the Bill, and are the
main safeguards of the ratepayers with

respect to this undertaking. If the Bill
Jpasses and the municipalities still intend
to borrow the money, and advertise their
intention in the statutory manne-, and
the ratepayers have any doubt as to the
wisdom of the undertakings, they can
demand a poll; and if the 1p011 be against
the undertaking the borrowing of the
money is prevented. By Clause 7 the
municipalities will have to make provision
in advance for interest and sinking fund
on any sum borrowed by authority of the
Bill. The municipalities will not im-
mediately borrow the full amount; but
for such sums as they may borrow f rom
time to time provision for interest and
sinking fund must at once be mnade by
striking a special rate. Several section's
of the Municipalities Act, 1900, have
been embodied in tote in clauseS9, i'aiely
the sections with respect to general pro-
visions as to rates and the recovery of
rates, and Sections 381 to 389, iniclu-
sive, with regard to borr-owing powers.
I think most members are fairly conver-
sant with those provisions of the Act; so
I need not dilate on them beyond stating
that they comprehensively ap~ply to this
undertaking iii respect of rating and
burrowing. Clauses 10 and 11 deal with
the possibility of the undertaking having
to go into liquidation, and are, I think,
self-explanatory. Clause 12 p~rovides
that the undertaking and works shall be
the primary security for the repayment
of loans, and are to be first dealt with
before the general assets of the munici-
pality arc touched. Clause 13 deals with
the estimated profits to be derived from
the undertaking, and provides that these
shall, in every year, after deduction of
interest and sinking fand on all loans
from time to time outstanding, and allow-
ing for all proper depreciation, belong to
and be paid iproportionately to each
municipality. I may here explain that
the liabilities of the respective niunici-
palities are, as to Fremantle, six-sevenths,
and as to East Fremantle one-seventh-
based on the comparative rateable values
of the property in the municipalities.
Clause 14 deals with the proposed hoard
of management of the undertaking. Mem-
bers will perceive by the Notice Paper
that the clause is to be absolutely struck
out, and a new clause inserted somewhat
different in principle. By the amend-
ment the undertaking will be managed
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by a board of five members-four elected,
and the fifth the mayor of Fremantle as
an es officio member. The four elected-
two for each munipality-will he elected
on a new roll to be prepared, for which
provision is made in the later clauses.
The roll of ratepayers is to be divided
into two sections: occupiers on the one
hand and freeholders or owners on the
other. lIt is proposed that. each section
in each municipality shiall elect one
member to the board. Those who have
.studied the admirable report -of the
select committee will see that attention
was drawn to the undue risk which
land-owners ran of having to shoulder
practically the whole of the financial
responsibilities of those undertakings.
The question was debated at considerable
length by the select committee, and even
after the report of the committee was
brought in the question was again
debated at considerable length outside;
and it was not till late last week that the
Fremantle members, other members
interested in the Bill, the members of
the select committee, the petitioners and
others, were able to come to a common
conclusion as to the best method of con-
stituting, the board of manmagement. I
think I may say confidently that we are
all unanimously of opinion that the
solution which we have arrived at will
meet with the aplproval of the Rouse,
and will be absolutely fair to two classes
of ratepayers in the municipalities
interested. One class-the owners -
have to take a direct and very con-
siderable interest in the undertakings
in the event of their resulting, in a loss;
and .the other, although they do not take
this risk directly, it must be admitted do
indirectly take a very considerable risk.
Clause 15 deals with the qualification for
a member of the board, and to this clause
the committee recommend a slight amiend-
mient so that any person eligible for
election as mayor or councillor of the
municipality shall be eligible for election
as a member of the board of management.
In view of the easy possibility of a mem-
ber being off the roll, this amendment
will commend itself to those who know
the working of the Municipal Act. Clause
16 provides for the style and seal of the
board. Clause 17 provides that the board
may assume the management of the
undertaking prior to the starting of

the work. Clause 18 deals with the
general powers of the board. Clause 19
provides for the application of moneys
received by the board from the munici-
palities. These are machinery clauses,
and I do not k-nj~w that any explanation
is necessary. Clause 20 deals with the
first election of the board, and pro-
vides that the board shall be elected
within three months after the commence-
ment of the Act. The petitioners desire
that the period shall be extended to nine
months because, and I think righitly, they
now conclude thit it will be necessary for
them before the election of a board to get
out working plans and. proper specifica-
tio-ns and possibly to call tenders, in order
to realise that the undertaking will be
within their means before they go to the
trouble and expense of electing a board.
The niunicipalities have the power under
the Bill to borrow the money required,
and they may do this preparatory to the
work and before the election of the board.
When they see they have got the money
in hand to carry out the work, then they
think will be ample time to elect a board,
and they can placethe general management
during constmuction as is provided in
the Bill. Ron. members will uotice that
in the amendments recommeuded by the
select committee the constitution of the
board is fully provided for, also the
preparation of the roll for both occupiers
and owners. Provision is made for the
revision of the roll and the method of
election. In Clause 23 the term of office
is provided. It is proposed in the
amendment that the four elected mem-
bers of the board shall, in the first
instance, continue in office till the let of
December, 1906. Clause 26 provides
that the board shall elect a chairman,
who shall continue in office till the 1st
December, 1904, aud shall he elected
annually thereafter. The period of one
year is fixed for the chairman, so that
possibly the mayor of a municipality
may hold office from time to time, not
necessarily ez officio but by election, and
it is thought advisable therefore to con-
fine the length of the chairman's term to
12 months.

MR. WALLACE: Rave you provided
for the number of times the hoard shall
meet, and for disqualification in case of
absence without permission P
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M& HIGHAK: That matter can be
dealt with in Committee. As to absence
from meetings, the period of six weeks
should be amended to so many sittings.
Clause 34 provides for embodying in the
Bill the general principles which apply to
the construction and maintenance of
trawways under the Tramways Act,
1885; Clause 35 provides for embody ing
the provisions in regard to electric light-
ing as contained in the Electric Lighting
Act, 1892 ; so hon. members will be
satisfied that in every respect this Bill
is properly safeguarded. In Clause
36, and in the amendments which are
recommended by the select committee,
provision is snadein theevent of Fremantle
carrying on the scheme alone and in the
possible event of East Fremantle deciding
to withdraw, as may he done at a, later
date; so that Frem antle in such case
shall, so far as the undertakings arewithin the municipal boundaries of Fre-
mantle, carry them on as if the Bill
'were purely for the municipality of
Fremantle. Provision1 is wade that East
Fremiantle way, after the working plans
are got out, reconsider the scheme so far
as that municipality is concerned, and
may withdraw if it chooses to do so. As
to the schedule, the select committee do
not propose to interfere with it, notwith-
standing that one small section of the
scheme is referred to adversely in the
report of the experts. Before the board
can construct any one section of the tram -
way the municipalities concerned have
the right to say what section shall be
constructed; and, noth witbstanding the
adverse report I have inentioned, I am
satisfied the municipalities will not autho-
rise the construction of the section referred
to, which is a smnall elbow running parallel
with another section which cannot be
worked directly, but only as a. spur line
running from a section of East Fre-
mantle-I am satisfied the municipalities
will not authorise the board to go on
with that section unless they' are fully
justified in so doing. Seeing that they
have got the power lo prevent the con-
struction if they wish, we may leave the
schedule as it stands. I trust hon.
members will be satisfied that the Bill
has been carefully gone through by the
select committee, and with the amend-
ments recommended hon. members will

recognise that the Bill will fually meet
the requirements of the case.

At 6-27, the SPEAKxER left the Oh air.
At 7830, Chair resumed,

Mu. J. J. HOLMES (East Fre-
matle); fn supporting the second read -
ing of this Bill, I do so on the distinct
understanding arrived at by the members
for Fremantle that the amnendments on
the Notice Paper shall be agreed to. I
was a member of the select committee
th at dealt wi th th is Bill, and th ere are a
few points brought out before the com-
mittee and reported to the House which
are worthy of consideration. The report
of the select cornmittee states:

The committee deem it their duty to point
out in a marked manner:-The ordinary bor-
rowing powers of municipalities are well
regulated, and governed by principles framed
upon consideration of the relation between
the proposed debts and the income from rating
powers limited by Act of Parliament. In the
proposal to permit tbe municipalities herein
mentioned to undertake the construction and
maintenance of trains, this principle is de-
psrtedfrom. The liability of the municipality
is most uncertain, and is entirely contingent
upon the profit or loss in working the scheme.
In the ultimate issue and in the event of loss,

Ithe bed-rock of the liability is the ownership
of property. In the Bill as proposed, the
power to incur the liability is placed in the
hands of the ratepayers, who have a large
majotity on the mayoral roll for the
refrendum.
That is the effect of the evidence thait

icame. before the select committee. The
Bill'proposes that the municipality, or
the mayor and council of Fremantle,
shall be empowered to borrow a sum of
£150,000 for a tramtway and electric
lighting scheme. When we are in Corn-
mittee, there is a proposal to reduce that
amount to £100,000. That amount will
he ample, because the figures given by the
experts show that the scheme can be
carried out for £X83,000, so that if we
provide £100,000 in the Bill that will be
sufficient to carry out the scheme. It is
proposed by the Bill that the mayor's roll
shall be used when the referendum is
taken as to whether the money shall be
expended or not. Under the Muni-
cipalities Act, asB members know, the
council, before they can borrow, have to
advertise for a given period, and any
twenty ratepayers can demand a poll, and
the poll must be taken forthwith. When

Bitl, eecond reading.
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we analyse the mayoral roll of Fremantle,
under which it is proposed this Bill
shall he submitted to the ratepayers,
we find that the occupiers, who are the
ratepayers under the Bill, control 2,600
votes, and the owners, who are primarily
at all times liable, control only 1,024
votes. It will thus be seen the r-atepayer,
who is the occupier, can force the owner,
who is responsible for the scheme, by a6
vote of five to two. That is the point
that some take exception to. Personally
I have no objection to it, because I do not
think it is fair that the owner should I
debar the ratepavers and the general
public from entering into the scheme;
nevertheless it is open to discussion and
objection. But, as I said, personally I
have no objection to the occupier under
the Bi11! forcing the Fremantle property
owners to adopt the scheme. When we
come to the election of the board
which is to control the scheme, the
same ratepayers who first force the
owner to adopt the scheme can),
under the Bill, elect the board. There-
fore it will be seen that candidates
for seats on the board will have to advo-I
cate popular fares, or if they wish to
obtain seats on the board and retain
those seats they will have to advocate
popular fares, making the owners pay.
Otherwise there will be veryv little chance
of getting on the hoard and far less
chance of remaining there. That is one
one of the objections I have to the Bill.

MR. JACOBY: What do you mean by
popular fares? A losing fareP

MR. HOLMES: A losing fare. It is
proposed in the Bill that the municipal
council shall borrow the money. Having
obtained the money they transfer itto the
board elected on the mayor's roll, and the
board expend the money. If at the end
of any one year there is a loss, the only
responsibility the board have is to report
the loss to the council, and the council
shall forthwith make it good.

MR. ILLINOWOETH: Out of the rates ?
MR. HOLMIES: Out of the rates;

striking a rate.
MR. ILLINGWORTH: The occupier would

have to pay, for the occupier always pays
the rates.

MR. HOLMES: There isanother point
I wish to bring out. The mayor's roll
under which it is proposed the Bill shall
be submitted for approval or rejection,

and under which it is proposed the board
shall be elected, discloses that whilst
there are only 560 owners on the roll
there are 1,605 owners in the muni-
cipality of Fremantle. Thus it will be
seen that out of 1,600 owners there are
only 560 on the roll. Some have been
struck off for non-payment of rates and
other reasons. Their property is liable
although they do not appear on the
roll. The Bill proposes that the muni-
(:ipality of Fremantle shall ho liable
for six-seventhis of the expenditure, and
the municipality of East Fremantle for
one-seventh of the expenditure. There is
a proposal to overcome this difficulty. It
is set forth in the amendment appearing
on the Notice Paper, and I am prepared
to take either the blame or the credit for
the amendment. What is proposed by
the amendment is this. The mayor's
roll shall be used when the question of
borrowing money is submitted to the
ratepayers; and the ratepayers can, and
undoubtedly will, commit the town to
the scheme. *What I propose by the
amendment is that the board to control
the scheme at a later date shall be com-
posed as follows :-There shall be a rate-
payers' roll and an owners' roll prepared
for Fremantle, and the same for East
Fremantle; the owners of Fremantle
shall elect their representative to the
board and the ratepayers of Fremantle
shall elect their representative; the

Iowners of East Fremnantle shall elect
their representative, and the rate'payers
of East Fremantle shall elect their repre-
sentative to the board; and the mayor
of Fremantle shall be the fifth member
of the board. Thus it will be seen that
the owners and ratepayers of Frenmantle
will have their representatives, and the
owners and representatives of East Fre-
mantle will have their representatives;
and the mayor of Fremantle will be the
fifth member. Those who wish anything
fairer than that want something they are
not entitled to and which is unreasonable.
It is proposed that the board shall remain
in operation for five years. Of the three
members elected for Fremantle the mew-
her of the board who secures the greatest
number of votes shall remain a represen-
tative for five years; the member who
secures the next number of votes shall
remain a member for four years, and the
member who receives the least number of
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votes shall remain in office for three years.
It will thus be seen that while the mayor
of the town has to seek re-election every
year, and has to stand down if he cannot
give a good account of his stewardship,
the Bill proposes that the members of an
irresponsible board-responsible only for
the expenditure of money, and not
reslponsible for that except to the extent
of reporting the matter to the council,
which must make good the loss-shall
remain in office for varying periods. The
amendment proposes that the first board
appointed shall take office early next
year and remain in office until November,
1906, when the municipal elections are
held. The first board will thus have
two and a-half years' life, and should
have the scheme well in hand before
their term of office expires. The amend-
ment farther proposes that al1 the
menibers of the board shall retire at one
period ; so that if there is any friction,
dissatisfaction, or deadlock amongst the
members, the whole four wjll go at once
to the electors. But the objection of
sending two of them out one year and
two out the next is that in the event of
a deadlock or other difficulty we should
be in no better position after an election,
for the two older members would have
equal voting power with the two newly
elected, and it is admitted on all1 hands
that the retiring of the four membhers at
once is the best solution of the difficulty.
The advantages of the scheme are mani-
fold. I know that many people advocate
giving the concession to a company
rather than to the municipalities in-
terested. I think that would be very
dangerous in a town like Fremantle,
which has Lreat possibilities before it. I
am perfectly satisfied that within the
next 10 or 20 years there will lie con-
siderable improvements made in tram-
ways throughout the world. If we deal
with a concessionaire we mnust give
him a 30, 35, or 40 years' concession;-
and if in the course of 10 or 15
years we find it necessary to remodel
the tram service, whether or not such
remodelling is in the interest of the
concessionaire, we shall not get anything
reasonable out of him without giving him
compensation. There is the possibility
of marked improvements in tramways;
and I urge the House that with this fair
basis of representation it will be highly

advantageous to allow this scheme to be
in the hands of the people of the
muni cipalities concerned. All the in-
formation I can obtain as to the motor
cars and tramns throughout the world
proves that while the rails up)on which
trains or motor cars run are indispens-
able, yet there is a possibility in the
immediate future of tramns with the
motive power in each car, and not
deriving power from an overhead or
underground main. All authorities are
agreed, however, that the motor car, to
be a success as a public conveyance, must
bie run on rails, so as in 10 or 15 years'
time we may alter the Fremnantle tram-
way scheme by abolishin~g the overhead
supply of current or by altering the
tramns, that is the strongest argument for-
the municipalities retaining the service
in their hands, especially when we con-
sider that Fremantle is the chief port on
the western coast of the Commonwealth,
and is destined in the near future to be a
very big town. The provisionaforinterest
and sinking fund during the course of
construction will fall on the ratepayers
and especially upon the property-owners
of Fremantle. As a property-owner of
Fremantle I take no exception whatever
to that; because I realise that the
difficulty cannot be overcome. We must
provide interest and sinking fund during

Ithe course of construction; and as it is
necess try to provide about £5,000 per
annum for this purpose for the first two
years, that will necessitate raising the
general rate of Fremnantle by 50 per cent.
for that period; because a general rate of
is. 6d. in the pound to-day totals only
£10,090. I take no exception to thus
raisi the rates; because I consider it
fair that the vested interests of Fremnantle
should bear this responsibility. All the
select committee ask for is that, there
shall be fair and equal representation
on the board, two members protecting the
ratepa.'yers, two protecting the owners, and
the mayor elected by the ratepayers of the
town; each and every interest thus being
fairly and equally protected. I repeat
that anyvone who aisks for more than that,
especially when the propert *y-owners are

prprd to make up all the interest and
siningfud hrraising their general

rate fully 50 per cent, for the first two
years, asks for something that he is not
entitled to. Some object to the munici-
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pality being allowed to go beyond their
present borrowing powers. We all know
that under the Municipal Institutions
Act, the borrowing powers are limited by
the revenue of the town. The Bill pro-
poses to go outside of that limit ; and I
do not object to the proposition, because
I realise that if the money is judiciously
expended-as I trust it will be by a
proper board-while the town of Fre-
mantle will be committed to a loan
expenditure of an aodditional £2100,000,
we shall have an asset almost equal to
the amount spent; and that, I think,
answers the objections raised to allowing
the municipality to exceed their borrowing
limit. Those are briefly the principal
points of contention in the Bill, sought
to be settled by the amendments on the
Notice Paper-amendments suggested by
myself, and for which I take the blame
or the credit as the case may be, and
agreed to by the members for Fremautle,
and by the select committee. I am per-
fectly satisfied that the amnendmnents will
be agreed to by the people of Fremnantle,
and moreover, by members in another
place; and as we desire the Bill to become
law as soon as possible in order that the
tramn service may be established in Fre-
mantle at a very early date, I urge on
the House the desirableness of supporting
the second reading, so as to seize the
earliest opportunity of making the sug-
gested amendments now on the Notice
paper.

MR. A J. DIAMOND (South Fre.
mantle): As one of the select commbittee
appointed to report on this Bill, and as a
member for the district who conferred
on the subject with the local committees,
I should say a few words. Earlier this
evening considerable cheap sarcasm was
indulged in because of a certain dis-
agreement among the Fremantle members
as to the ultimate destination of the pro-
posed JandaL-ot railway. Well, we made
no secret of that disagreement; but like
ordinary, decent business men, we set to
work to bring our disagreements to some-
thing like a mutual understanding. We
agreed to differ and we did differ; and
we agreed so well that the members of
the House passed without a division the
second reading of that Bill. On the ques-
tion now before us we have certainly dis-
agreed to some extent. The member for
East Fremantle (Mr. Holmes) took a view

of the case which he was perfectly justified
in taking. I did not agree with every-
thing that the bon. member advanced ;
but I think the House knowvs that I took
what was called the popular side of the
question. To a large extent I advocated
the case of the ratepayer as distinguished
from that of the property-owner. The
lion, member recognised that there was
something to be said on both sides, and
Suggested a modues vivendi which we all
acce1)ted, and which the House will
doubtless accept, The position is very
simple. The people of Fremantle ask
the House for permission to borrow
£100,000, fur which the property-owners
of Fremantle will be responsible. If the
House give the permission, the people of
Fremnantle will be asked to vote as to
whether they will allow the municipality
to borrow the money. I assure the
House that this matter has been threshed
out from every standpoint in the most
careful manner, not only on the select
committee but in conferences between
the members for the district and the
joint committee of the municipalities.
We are not asking the House to approve
of any Bill for the expenditure of a large
sum of State money or the borrowing of
money by the State: we are asking mem-
bers to allow the ratepayers and property-
owners of Fremantle to borrctw on their
own security mone *y to carry out public
works which we all believe will be
highly remunerative. If I had any
doubts about that, the report of the
experts from Sydney would satisfy me,
for it distinctly shows that we can
produce electric light at 2,d. per unit,
which I believe will be the cheapest
electric light in Western Australia; and
should there be a chance of loss on the
trains, it is reasonably surmised that the
profits on the electric lighting will make
up that loss. But none of us believe
that there will be any such loss. To
summarise: The people of Fremantle ask
the House to permit them to borrow
£2100,000 for tramway and electric light-
ing purposes. If they get the permission
of Parliament, the mayor and councillors
of the municipalities interested have to
submit the whole scheme to a poll of
ratepayers. Should the poll be favour-
able, the councils will receive permission
to borrow £100,000; and should it be
unfavourable, the money cannot be bor-
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rowed. In addition, there is the question
of management; and I think the com-
promise so clearly set out by the member
for East Fremantle is very sensible, and
must meet with members' approval. It
means that both property-owners and
ratepayers are fairly agreed. I assure
members, and I believe the member
for East Fremantle will agree, that
I did everything in my power to ad-
vance the interests of the ratepayers.
I think a reasonable and 'proper com-
promise has been arrived at, as explained
by the member for Fremantle; conse-
quently as we are asked foy nothing that
will pledge the public credit nor cause
the expenditure of one shilling of public
money, I confidently ask the House to
passthe second reading of the Bill.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.
MR. HEIOHAx in charge of the Bill.
Clauses 1, 2-agreed to.
Clause 8 -Power to borrow money for

the purpose of the undertakings:
Mn. 111GBAM moved an amendment

that in line 20 the words " and fifty"
be struck out, thus redntuing the authori-
sation to borrow from £2150,000 to
£100,000.

Amendment passed, and the clause
as amended agreed to.

Clauses 4 to 8-agreed to.
Clause 9-Incorporation of certain

provisions of the Municipal Institutions
Act, 1900, with this Act:

MR. EHIGHAM moved that the follow-
ing words be added: " Provided never-
theless that it shall not be necessar y to
provide a sinking fund for the repayment
of the loans during the first two years
after the raising of the first loan under
this Act."

A mendment passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clauses 10 to 13-agreed to.
Clause 14-Constitution of board of

management:-
Mn. HIGHAMI moved that the clause

be struck out, with a view to inserting
other words. The term of four months
after the commencement of the Act for
the carrying out, control, and manage-
ment of the undertaking, was extended
to nine months. It would be noticed
that in Clause 17 of the Bill the inunici-
pc lilies might, prior to the election of

the board, obtain expert advice, etc., and
might generally complete the financial
arrangements for carrying out the under-
taking. It was thought that the four
months provided in the Bill would be
hardly sufficient, and at the request of
the petitioners be now moved the amnend-
ment to extend the period to nine months.

IIt was not intended to start any works
before the board was constituted. The
municipalities might carry out all the
preliminaries and borrow the money, but
before they could go on with the con-
structiou of the work they must elect a
board to manage the undertaking. He
moved that the following words be
inserted iin lieu:

Within nine months after the commence-
Iment of this Act the construction, carrying
out, control, and mangement of the under-
takings hereby authorised shall be vested in a
board, which shall be called " The Fremantle
Municipal Tramways and Electric Lighting
Board!' The board shall consist of five mem-
bers. The mayor for the time being of
Fremantle shall be ex officio a member of the
board. The four other members shall be
elected by the persons for the time being on
the tramways electoral rolls ss hereinafter
provided.

Amendment passed.
Clause 15-Quaific-ation:-
M&. HIGHAM moved that the words

"whose name appears on the mayor's roll
of either of the said municipalities " be
struck out, and that " eligible for election
as mayor or councillor under Section 40
of ' The Municipal Institutions Act,
1900,'" he inserted in lieu.

Amendment passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clauses 16 to 19-agreed to.
Clause 20 -Election of board:
MR. HIGHAM moved as a conse-

quential amendment that the word
"three" be struck out and "Inine"
inserted in lieu, thus extending the
period to nine months.

Amendmient passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 21--Voters' qualification:
On motion by MR. Hia HAM, the words

struck out and other words inserted, pro-
v iding that every person whose name is
on the tramways electoral roll as a. free-
holder shall be entitled to vote for one
Candidate, or on the roll as an occupier
to vote for one candidate, in Fremantle
or East Fremantle, the number of votes

Bill, in Committee.
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to be the same as for mayor or auditor.
He said the principle embodied in the
amendment bad been fully explained.

MR. JOHNSON: Subelause (c) pro-
vided that the voting should be exactly
the same as at a mayoral election. Some
rattepayers had three or four votes for
mayor, whereas only one vote was allowed
for councillors. Would this subelause
give large property holders three or four
votes whilst small property owners would
only have one vote?*

MR. HIGHAM: For property of the
anual value of £925 one vote was given,
for property for the annual value of £250
two votes, for property of the annual
value of £75 three votes, and for all pro-
perty valued over that amount four
votes.

MR. JOHNSON: The principle was a.
bad one, and be moved as an amend-
ment-

That in line 3 of Subolanse (c) the words
amayor or auditor " be struck out and " con-

cillor "be inserted in lieu.
Ma. HOLM.%ES: This was not a repre-

sentation of numbers hut of interests.
It mattered very little how many votes a
man had, he could only vote for the
owner's representative. There was no
possibility of the large property owner.
outvoting the small property owner.
There were in and about Fremantle hun-
dreds of small property owners who
were all entitled to one or two votes, and
there were a few property owners who
w4)uld have four votes, but these were as
a drop in the buek~t.

MRs. JAcoBY: The large property
owners had corresponding responsi-
bilities.

MR. HOLMES: The large property
owners would have more to pay under
the Bill. Twenty-five per cent. of the
ratepayers elected a representative to the
board, against 75 per cent. of the owners.
The proposal was to give the owners and
the ratepaivers each a representative.

MR. JOHNSON: This was a veryv
debatable subject. The small owner had
as much interest in the tramns as the
large property owner and the same
responsibility. A man might own his
house wthich was all he had, and the large
owner Could only have the same. As
the Bill was for the municipalisation of
tram ways he did not wish to retard its
progress. He could not withdraw the

amendment, but he would not call for a
division.

Amendment negatived.
New clause put and passed.
Clause 22-agreed to.
Clause 23-Members first elected to

hold office till December, 1906, thereafter
two members to retire every year, but to
be eligible for re-election:

MR. -GHAM moved that the clause
be struck out, and the following inserted
in lieu :-

The four elected members of the board shall
hold office until the first day of December,
1906, and sh 11 then retire, and roar now mem-
hers shall be elected, and thereafter the four
elected members shall hold office for two
years.

Amendment passed.

Clause 26-Election of chairman:
MR. HIS-HAM moved that the clause

be struck out, and the following inserted
in lieu :

The board shall, at their first meeting, elect
a chairman, who shall continue in office until
the 1st day of December, 1904, and at the first
meeting of the board in December, 1904, and
thereafter at the first meeting in December in
every year, they shall appoint a chairman, who
shall hold office until the 1st day of December
following.

Amendment passed.
Clause 2 7-Remuneration of board:
MR. FOULKES: It was necessary

that the undertaking should be well
managed.- A great deal of time and

I attention would have to be given to the
management of the concern. The
remuneration for the chairman and
membhers of the board was not sufficient
to induce good men to give their time to
the work. He moved as am amend-
Inent-

That in line 2 the word " one" be struck
out, and "two" inserted in lieu.
This would increase the remuneration of
the chairman from £0100 to £2200.

MRs. HIGRAM: There was no objec-
tion to increasing the remuneration, but
he did not think the amount should be

*more than £160. He did not wish any-
thing inserted in the Hill which would

.imperil the undertaking ' when before
the ratepayers. Once the under-
taking was in full working order the
remuneration suggested would not he
too large, but before the undertaking
was in full working order an amendment
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of the Hill might be necessary ; there
might be a wish to extend the schedule.
Considering that the bulk of the 'work
would, during the construction, rest with
the engineering staff, and comparatively
little would have to be done by the
board of management, the remuneration
provided by the Bill was sufficient.

MR. JACOBY: Why not leave it out of
the Bill suit let the municipalities vote
the amiount?

MR. HIGHAM: The municipalities
could not make any provision at all.
He would agree to tile amount being
fixed at £150.

MR. FOULKES withdrew his amend-
nment, and accepted £2150.

MR. HOLMES: The board should be
an honorary one or well paid. The pro-
posall to pay the chairman an amount not
exceeding 4100, and the other members
not exceeding £75 per annum, during
two years when £100,000 would be
expended, was monstrous. The position
should be either houorary,or the members
should be well paid, so as to get thbe best
men possible on the board. It bad been
said that the manager would have the
bulk of the work to perform. There was
an objection on that score. The board
would be responsible for the appointment
and dismissal of all temporary or per-
manent hands ; therefore the members of
the board should be paid well, or repre-
sentative men in the town of Fremantle
should be asked to take the positions as
honorary. If it was (desired to iucrease
the amount to £150, that was in the

-direction which lie desired.
Ma. JACOBY: There would be some

difficulty in fixing the responsibility for
error if the members of the board were
placed in a position to say that they were
not paid enough to give sufficient time
to the work. There should be adequate
payment made. The chairman of the
board would have to attend at the office
of the tramway company at least once a
day and perhnps remain there for a con-
siderable time, therefore £100 would not
be sufficient remuneration for anyone
filling the position. If a private comn-
pany had the control of such a concern
it would give the manager £1,000 or
£1,500 ayear. Even the resident director
of such a concern would receive alarge
salary. If the amount were fixed in the

Bill, an amending Act would be needed
to secure an alteration.

Mn. FOUILKES: A salary of £150
seemed small. Various companies in
Perth paid each director one hundred
guineas for attending somue twvelve board
meetings per annum, lasting perhaps an
hour each. Much time must be occupied
by this board of management; and as
tile amendment stated that the reuiunera-
tion should not exceed £200, it did not
follow that a smaller amount would not
be fixed at the outset.

MR. JOHNSON supported the amend-
ment. The non-success of municipalised
undertakings was due to the fact that the
management was never good; and the
same could be said of the day-work
system. The work of managers and
supervisers was not well enough paid to
secure good men. Even £200 was a
small remuneration for the chairman,
though an advance onl the sum proposed
in theB 11. The words "not exceeding"
were objectionable;i for at the election a
wealthy candidate, perhaps destitute of
ability, might offer to take the position
for nothing, and some ratepayers might
be tempted by the offer, disregarding the
fact that, the candidate had notthe ability
of a poorer aspirant who wanted the
salary. L~et the chairman receive £200
and the other members corresponding
increases. Even then, their out-of-
pa.cket expenses would not be covered.
As this was a new experiment in Western
Australia, let tis followv the example of
England, where the best men were
appointed to managze such enterprises.

Amendment put and passed.
MR. JOHNSON moved as an amend-

ment:
That the words " not exceeding," in lin. 4,

be struck out.
MRt. HIGHAM opposed the amend-

ment. Until the system was in working
order the duties of the advisory board
would be easy, the whole responsibility
during construction being oin the engineer-
ing stafi. Candidates, recognising that
their labours would be light, would be
content with the proposed remuneration.

MR. JACOBY: Would not tht board
*select the staff during the first year ?

Ma. HIGHAM: No. It was, he
understood, the intention to call for

*tenders for construction.
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MR.. HOLMES: The mover of the
amendment forgot that both owners and
ratepayers were represented. If the
board drew the maximum salaries and
did nothing, the ratepayers would resent
that at the next election. Immediately
after the appointment of the first board
there would be probably little to do, and
the remuneration of members would be
small. Subsequently, when arranging
the appointment of a staff, the meetings
would be frequent and tong, and the
remuneration would probably be at per
meeting. After appointment of staff the
board would have little to do with aught
but questions of policy. For manage.
went the board were not responsible, but
would occupy a position similar to that
of the Minister for Railways in Parlia-
ment. If salaries were fixed at £9150
or £2200 members would receive those
salaries on appointmnent, whether they
were working hard or simply looking
on.

MR. JOHNSON: The preceding
speaker seemed to miss the point that
while propertyr-owners might have one
candidate and ratepayers another, it
might be advantageous to certain prop-
erty-owners to have oti the board a
representative who would favour par-
ticular localities or some particular owner.
Such a candidate, to secure election,
would point out that he could afford to
work for nothing, and might thus defeat
a desirable candidate not rich enough to
pay his own expenses.

Amendment put and negatived.
On motion by MR. FoULKES. the words

"seventy-five" (.275) struck out, and
"one hundred and fifty" (£Q160) inserted
in lieu.

Clause as amended agreed to.
Clause 28-agreed to.
Clause 29-Extraordinary vacancyvhow

to be filled:
On motion by MR. HIGHADI, the

following words added to the clause:-
"But the member to fill the vacancy
shall be elected by the votes only of the
persons for the tim~e being on the tram-
ways electoral roll (freeholders) or the
trainway' s electoral roll (occupiers), ac-
cording to whether the vacancy is caused
by a member elected by the former or by
the latter."

Clause as amended agreed to.
Clauses 30 to 35- agreed to.

Clause 86-Power for the municipality
of Fremantle alone to carry out certain
of the works hereby authorised:

On Motion by MR, HIGHAM, the word
three" in the second line struck out,

and " six" inserted in lieu. Also other
consequential amendments made for
enabling the municipality of Freinintle
to carry out the undertakings alone if
necessary.

Clause as amended agreed to.
Clause 37-Return of deposit:
On motion by MR. HIGHAN. the words

struck out and the following inserted in
lieu:

In the event of the ratepayers of East
Fremantle declining to sanction a loan for
the purpose of providing their share of the
amount required for the purpose of the under.
takings, it shall not be lawful for the nmunici-
polity of Fremnantle to proceed with the uinder-
takings, in pursuance of the powers conferred
by the last section, unless and until they have
given fresh notice of their intention to borrow
the necessary nioney, and the ratepayers have
had an opportunity of demanding a poll in
accordance with Sections 37.5 and 376 of the
Municipal Institutions Act.
This was inserted to give the ratepayers
of Fremantle an opportunity of satying
whether the inunioipiality should go on
with the undertaking, in the event of East
Fremantle withdrawing within a period
(if six montbs.

Clause passed.
Clauses 38, 89 -agreed to.
New Clause-Preparation of tramiways

electoral lists or rolls:
Ma. HIGHAM moved the insertion of

a new clause.
Put and passed.
New Clause-As to revision of rolls:
MR. HIGHAM moved the insertion

of a new clause.
Put and passed.
Schedule, Preamble., Title-ared to.
Bill reported with amendments.

ROADS AND STREETS CLOSURE BILL.

SECOND READING.
Tns MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.

J. M. Hopkins), in moving the second
reading, said: There arises in each year a
need to close certain streets, and the Bill
which is before the House at the present
time, and of which I have the honour to
move the second reading, is with the
exception of Clause 2 by no means a con-
tentious measure. In view of the late
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period of the session in which the Bill
has come down, and for reasons which
the Minister for Works can explain at a
later period, it is *the proposal of the
Government to eliminate Clause 2 from
the Bill, which will clear us of a discus-
sion which would necessarily follow on a
proposal to close up William Street.
With that exception I have no doubt
members have gone through thefBill, and
I think that as a rule the only debatable
clause in it is Clause 2. In Committee
we propose to delete that clause. No
doubt members have gone through the
schedule.

MR. ATKINS: What about Ord Street?
THE MINISTER: We can deal with

that in Committee. It appears to me
that Ord Street is not required, as it is
impassable, and I think, so far as I knowv,
Since I have been a resident of Perth no
one has had the privilege of going
along that street. I am Speaking of that
portion of Ord Street which it is pro-
posed to close. It is that portbou which
runs along the northern side of the
Observatory, and I do not think anyone
is in the habit of going along that street.
If persons do not go up Harvest Terrace
they have to go along Hay Street, and
could not go into Ord Street without
going into Havelock Street. The ground
on one side is reserved for the OIbserva-
tory, and on the other side it is reserved
for the High School. There is no objec-
tion to that prop~osal.

UK. ATKINS: What do you propose to
do with the ground -add it to the .ibser-
viatOty P

THE MINISTER: That matter has
not been decided yet, but it is pro-
posed to close the road because it is
unnecessary. The William Street cross-
ing being a debatable question will stand
over until next session, when there can be
a free and open discussion on the ques-
timn.

MR. ATKINS: If you close William
Streetpermanently, the Perth Council will
have no power at any time to make a
bridge over the railway line if the railway
bridge does not suit them.

Tus MINISTER: We avoid any con-
tention on the question of William Street;
to enable the Bill to go through it is
neeessaryv to do that. It will be found
that in every instance the approval of the
local governing body has been obtained.

If there is any street mentioned .in the
schedule which members are not familiar
with, or if there is any doubt, if members
will mention the matter I have the plans
at hand and some detailed information
which will probably assist menibers in
coming to a conclusion.

HON. F. H. PIEssE: The plans ought tO
have been laid on the table of the Houise.

THE MINISTER: This is the first
time I was aware there was any legal
necessity to do that. When the Bill
comes down, members generally glance
through the schedule, and if theyr are in
doubt as to how it affects their con-
stituency the v can draw attention to it.
Members can take an opportunity before
the Committee stage is reached, wvhiclh
after all is the critical stage, for the pur-
pose of having any alteration made if it
is thought desirable. There is one road
to which we have not the consent of the
local governing body: it is in the town of
Clarence. This road is to be included in
the magazine reserve, and in this instance
the roads boardl was not consulted, the
reason being that it can permit any
traffic over the magazine reserve. Jn that
the Government are wise in taking a firm
stand. As to Day Dawn an application
was made to the Mines Department for
the street to be included in a mining
lease. In this case the municipal council
raised an objection but the owner of the
land consented, and as his block, lot 100,
was the only block affected by the closure
it was not deemed that the objection
raised by the council was serious. I do
not think I need particularise farther.

M R. JOHNSON: What about Kalgoorlie?
THE MINISTER: At the request of

the municipal council a narrow strip is to
be taken from the road and added to the
recreation ground. I can give the mem-
ber farther details in regard to that:
Reserve 4553; taking a strip half the
width of the road to add to the recreation
ground.

MR. JOHNSON: There is objection to
that.

THE MINISTER: That has been in-
chided in the Bill at the request of the
local governing body. I did not wish to
convey that there was no objection to any
of these matters. I beg to move the
second reading.

ME. W. D. JOHNSON (Kalgoorlie):
In connection with the closing of the
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street at Kalgoorlie, the local governing
body have consented to the closing of
portion of the street, but the ratepayers
in the locality, or a few of them, object.
There are only a few ratepayers affected
b y the closing of certain streets, but I
think these persons should be considered.
The position is that the street runs at
the back of the recreation ground at
Kalgoorlie, that is on one side, and on
the other side is a Government reserve.
There are no residences on either side of
the j oad. It runs north and south, abut-
ting on to Maritana street and on the
opposite side there are residences which
are directly in front of the street to be
closed. By the closing of the street these
persons will have a big iron fence in front
of their places, which will reduce the
value of their property, and which is
objectionable to them. They say the
street should not be closed. 1 can only
lay the view of a few ratepa 'yers before the
Honse, and I think the matter should be
taken into consideration. The municipal
council have taken the view of the
majority into consideration, and have
decided that the street shall be closed,
hut sonic consideration should he given
to those whose property is decreased in
value through the closing of'the street.
There should be some compensation for
the loss of value. I do not know if the
Government or the municipal council
intend to give these persons any con-
sideration. I shall not oppose the Hill,
because the municipal council, who repre-
sent the majority of the ratepayers on
this question, have thought that the road
should be closed, and if they do not
think the minority should get any con-
sideration, it is not my province to discuss
the matter.

MR. F. ILLINGW)RTH (Cue) : In
regard to the closure at Day Dawn, the
municipal council have taken exception
to this street being closed. The Minister
says only one person's property* fronts
the street and that person consents. I
would point out that though one person
may consent if he happens to have a
block facing this8 street, yet the street
itself does not belong toi that person
alone, but to the whole of the people;
and if we close a street that is a main
thoroughfare, and cause the people to
make a needless detour; we injure all the
people in the place. I do not know of

any reason why this street should be
closed. The closure is certainly not
needed for mining purposes, for the
surface of the street can be maintained
without interfering with mining in the
neighbourho,'d. In the interests of the
Day Dawn Council I must oppose this
proposal, and point out that for the
closure there is not the slightest necessity.
An Act permits mining under a street ;
hence there is no reason why the street
should be closed. I wish to call attention
to the alteration of Ord Street, Perth.
This is one of the main streets of the
town, though hitherto I admit it has not
been used; and one reason why it could
not be used was because of the hill that
existed. Now that hill has been taken
away, and streets have been formed
going out towards the park and towards
the cityv also.

THE MINISTER: I believe there is at
drop there of 40 or 50 feet.

MR. ILL[NGWORTH: No; there is
no drop. I passed it a day' or two ago,
and drove my trap over it This strett
abuts on the back entrance to Farlia-
nient House, and forms a thoroughfare
direct from Parliament House into the
higher part of Mt. Eliza. In the event
of its closure, anyone who wishes, for
instance, to go to the Observatory must
go all round the block irk order to get
there. Ord Street runs through to
Thomas Street, Subiaco, and is blocked
at the other end where egress is most
likvly io be. required. The BillI proposes
to close the very portion thast leads fromt
Havelock Street into Har-vest Terrace,
aind right up to Parliament House. Even
regarded with a view to the convenience
of Parliament, I do not think the
proposal fair. By blocking this street
the approach to Parliament House will
he materially affected. .Nor do I think
the people of the neighbourhood realise
what it is proposed to do, for if they' were
aware of it I am sure there would be
strong opposition. As I may not have
an opportunity of speaking when in
Committee, I hope that members who
agree with me will then move to strike
out the two items I have mentioned, so
as to permit of farther consideration. I
do not think sufficient consideration has
been given them by the Minister.

MR. R. HASTIE (Kanowna) : When
introducing the Bill the Minister told us
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that the local governing body in Hal-
goorlie was strongly in favour of one
closure. I wish to know whether in each
of the other cases the local governing
body affected is in favour of the closure;
or conversely, to which closures the local
governing bodies do not consent. I ask
the question, because in these matters I
am always. desirous of throwing the re-
sponsibility on the local body.

Tn MINISTER POE, LANDS (in
reply): I think I have enumerated all
those proposals which have been referred
to the local governing bodies and dis-
approved of by them. For exam ple, there
is the case of the William Street bridge.
That, item I purpose to have deleted in
Committee. There is also the road to the
mnagazine reserve which I have previously
mentioned; and there is the old Rock-
inghamn Road, which it is necessar 'y to
close to permit of abattoirs being erected.
The approval of the local governing body
has not been secured to those closures;
and they are the only closures to which
such approval has not been obtained, with
exception of Ord Street, Perth, and Reid
Street, Day Dawn. I do not think the
Ord Street closure has been submitted to
the local body; but of that I aim not
sure. I think it will perhaps be better to
deal with these closures separaboly in
Committee, when I shiall. have an oppor-
tunity of fully explaining their necessity.

HoN. F. H. PIESSR (Williams):
The closure of streets is an important
matter; and on the second ieading the
plans have generally been available for
members' inspection, so that the exact
proposals mnight, be clearly apparent. I
would suggest that the Minister do nnt
go into Committee to-night, and that the
plans lie placed on the table for members
to see to-morrow.

THE MINISTER: We Will go into
Committee to-muorrow, when the plans
will be on the table.

Question passed.
Bill read a second time.

COLUIE-NARROQIN RAILWAY BILL.

SECOND READING.

Dehate resumed from 17th November,
on the motion for second reading, and on
the amendment (six months) proposed by
Mr. H1astie.

MR. J. EWING (South-West Mining
District): I rise with considerable pleasure
to support the second reading of the Bill
so ably placed before the House by the
Minister for Lands, and advocated by
him not on hearsay evidence nor because
of the reports of official experts. hut
because of those reports backed uip by
personal experience which the Minister
has acquired by visiting the district and
judging for himself of the value of the
country proposed to be served bY this
railway. Members are well aware o.f the
great interest I have taken in this ques-
tion, and of the number of times, when I
have placed the matter before the House.
It has received much consideration from
members; and now that the Bill is in its
second reading stage to-night, T feel that
the time I have Spent in advocating this
line inside and outside the House has not
been lost. The tangible evidence of the
good done in that way is before us to-night
in the fact that the'measure is receiving
the serious consideration of the House.
Corn plaints have been made-forinstance,
the other night by the member for the
Williams (Hon. F. H. Piesse), and
several other members interjected when
he wasspeaking-that full consideration
has not been given to this Bill; that a
Bill which entails the expenditure of a
quarter of a million is being rushed
through the House towards the close of
the term of this State's fourth Parlia-
iiieut. I wish to give that statement a
most emphatic denial. Any member who
will peruse the tiles now on the table,
and which have been there for a consider-
able time, will see that the statement is
incorrect. I am somewhat surprised and
extremely gratified to know the immense
care and trouble taken by the present
Government before admitting that they
were justified in asking the House to
authorise the construction of the firt-a
section of this railway. Members are in
duty hound to give intelligent votes on a.
question of this magnitude; and to do
that they must peruse the papers and
decide for or against the work. I am
gratified that the Premier has so skilfully
sifted the evidence placed before him in
favour of the line, never moving from one
position until thoroughlv satisfied, and
never making uip his Mind without full
information before hini. Apart from
this, I think the country has had ample
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oplportunity df discussing arid considering
the question, The metropolitan Press is
undoubtedly a great factor either for or
against works of this nature; and if there
had been a flaw in this scheme I think
that Press would have found it out. It
is indeed gratifying to find that both the
Wait Australian and the Morning Herald
approve of the work. [Ron. F. H.
PXEssE: One of them.) Excuse me,
both. I find it difficult to grasp the
reason why the member interjecting
opposes this work. However, I say that
both the morning papers have advocated
the construction of the line, and in no
measured terms. The West Australian
has, since the Bill was brought in, advo-
cated. it in a leading article; and the
Morning Herald has for the last 12
months supported the project.

MR. WALLACE: That does not justify
the work.

AIR. EWING; lain pointing out that
the proposal has been thoroughly ven-
tilated before the House and the country.
On the occasion of the Minister's trip
through the district concerned, the Morn-
ing Herald sent a reporter who thoroughly
described the country and its agncU
tural possibilities. In connection with
the Address-in-reply also, I noticed that
almost every' member who spoke either
here or in another place expressed his
gratification at the inclusion of this rail-
way in the Government programme. 1
will endeavour to answer the question
raised by the member for the Williams,
who asked whether the line was to be
considered as an agricultural or a mineral
railway. I say that whether as an
agricultural or a mineral railway itis well
worthy of consideration and adoption.
If I can show that, the work will be
doubly justified. During the two pre-
ceding sessions of Parliament, since I
have had the honour of sitting in this
House, I have advocated the construction
of the whole length of this line, right
through from Collie to the Eastern Gold-
fields railway. I receded from that posi-
tion as I became aware of the large sum
of public money already expended by the
Government, and also because, in view of
the works now in progress and nearing
completion, it did not seem to me justifi-
able for the Government immediately
to construct the whole length of railway
proposed. In the circumstances I ad-

dressed a letter to the Premier, in July.
1902, asking him to send an agricultural
expert to examine fully the country to be
served by the first section of this rail-
way; because I recognised the opposition
that has been and is I regret to say still
manifested to the coal-mining industry;
that if it could not be proved that tbe
agricultural lands iai that district were
worthy the consideration of hon. mem-
hers, there might be some difficulty in
p~ersuading them to vote for this measure.
The Premier acceded to my request, and
requested reports from various officers
who have had large experience in regard
to land. A report was obtained from
Mr. Hanford- and here I would like to
say that though he may have made a
mistake at one period as some members
allege in connection with the settlement
of the Salvation Army on land at the

ICollie, yet he stands to-day as one
Iof the best agricultural experts in this
State. He may be pessimistic, as sug-
gested, bat he is fair. He reported that
there is a magnificent rainfall of 38
inches at the Collie, rather less towards
Narrogin, and that he has never known
the rainfall to fail in that district; also,
that the country, through which it is pro-

Iposed to construct this railway, no
matter which route is taken, is magnifi-
cently watered by rivers and brooks in
my own experience in this State, I have
not passed through country so splendidly
watered as that country, Mr. Hanford
also stated that it is suitable for the
growth of vegetables, fodder plants, and
dairying purposes. He estimated in con-
nection with this railway that it would
open up for settlement 500,000 acres of
first-class land, which is now available
for settlement. As has been stated, Mr.
Hanford is perhaps a little enthusiastic;
but I will refer to a gentlemhan who for
many years presided over the agri-
cultural department iii the south-western
portion of this State, namely at Katan-
fling; I mean Mr. Harold Brockmian. Mr.
Brockman accompanied me through the
country some years ago, and. Iam satisfied
that he knows the country from end to
end. He made a report to the Minister
for Lands in connection with this rail-
Way, and stated that the land that would
be served by the building of this line is
equal to the average land on the Great
Southern Railway. I think this a. great
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compliment, and members mnay see Mr.
Sanford's statement in the report now
on the table. The member for the
Williams (Hon. F. H. Piesse) told us
the other evening that upon land adjoin-
ing the Great Southern Railway he had
spent sufficient money to build this rail-
way. As this line involves an ultimate
expenditure of a quarter of a million of
money, it shows that the lion. member
has great faith in that country; and if
Mr. Brockman's report is correct as to
the quality of the laud through which
this line will pass, surely the line is
justified, and I cannot understand the
hon. member's opposition, seeing that he
has shown his faith in similar laud along
the Great, Southern Railway by spending
so large an amount of money in develop-
ing land which is similar to a large
portion of the land through which this
line will pass.

H oH. F. Z. PIESSE . I amn u ot differing
with you about the land. I nut differing
with von about the route.

M4. EWING: Does the hion. member
consider the land good enough to justify
the building of this line from an agricul-
tural point of view? After these reports
caine in the Government were not satisfied,
but decided that the Minister for Lands
should take a trip through the country
and satisfy himself whether the land is
worthy* of the construction of a railway. I
accompanied the Mlinister on that occasion,
and it has been said here that he was taken
throughb the best part, of the contry.
Hoe travelled over that portion of the
line which is now recommended by the
Government as the best route for this
railway; but, he also zigzagged through
the country and saw all that was to be
seen within 15 or 20 miles of the pro-
posed route. It would be im possible to
hoodwLink the present Mfin ister for Lands,
for he is careful to satisfy himself as to
what is right or what is wrong. The
Premier eventually decided that the Gov-
ernment would ask the House to con-
struct a, railway. After that came up
the question of route, and of course there
were deputations from the several centres
advocating the construction of the line to
the particular part in. which they were
interested. In connection with that the
Premier decided that he would send out
an agricultural expert, and also send an
engineer to decide on the right route.

*Mr. Brockman, of the Stirvey Depart-
ment, an officer under whom I have
served, and I know his work and know-
ledge of the country, and I do not think
a better man could be got for the classifi-
cation of land, has reported on the route
of this line, and he is not one who would
exaggerate. Mr. Muir also went out and
reported on the question of route. Mr.
Brock man, in reporting on the line from
an agricultural point of view, states that
there are 224,000 acres of land available
for settlement on route No. 1, 225,000
acres on route No. 2, 565,000 acres on
route No. 3, and 250,000 acres on route
No. 4; all this land being capable of a
high state of cultivation. He particularly
points out that on No. 2 route there is no
poison, while on the other routes there is
some to be seen.

HON. F. H. PI EssE@: I amn sure that is
wvrong.

MR. EWING:. No doubt the hion.
memnber has read the report., and has seen
that on No. 2 'route there is said to he
no poison. It may he, as the hon. mem-
ber now suggests, that there is less poison
on that route than ou. the others.

Ap. ATKINS: There is no poison at
the Collie end, perhaps because it won't
grow there.

MR. EWING : However, he reported
that from an agricultural point of view
there is.- practically no difference in any
of the routes, that one is as good as the
other; but after carefully going over
the ountry he derided apparently in
favour of No. 2 route because it allowed
of a better grade for a railway. Mr.
Brockmani also reported in favour of No.
2 route, and apparently for the same
reason. He distinctly states that there
is little or nothing to choose between the
routes as to the agricultural capabilities
of the land. I think he does say that No.2
route is slightly better. Mfr. Thompson in
reporting as to the agricultural capa-
bilities o f the land favours No. 1 iroute,
and in doing so I have no doubt he acted
honestly. For myself I want the best
route as far as the carriage of minerals
is concerned, hesides opening up land for
agricultural purposes. Mr. Thompson
does not mention grade in his report,
but states that there is better l-and on
No. 1 route.

HON. H. F. Pinssu:. Did he say why
they were going as far south as that P
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Ms. EWING: I suppose it is to get
the best grade. I woufd like to say that
mky own experience as a surveyor is per-
ha-ps of some value to this House on the
question; and although it may he said
1 am biased in connection with this rail-
way, it cannot be said that it is a, matter
of material interest to me whether this
line strikes the Great Southern Railway
at one point or another. I have been for
sonie five years engaged in this State as a
surveyor and I had a great experience in
New South Wales. I can say, without fear
of contradiction, that the land to be
opened up by this railway, whichever
route is taken, will fully justify the
buildingof the line- Any meibher who
takes the trouble to see the land sur-
rouinding the Williams or the land
surrounding Wagin and Narrogin in the
present state of cultivation, and will also
see other land in the York or the Katan-
niug districts uncultivated, will come to
the conclusion that the land here is as
good as the laud around those places. I
have myself taken great care to watch
this aspect of the question, so that I
should form an unbiased. opinion. I
wrote a letter to the Pr-emier long before
these reports came under his notice, and
members will see from the letter that my
calculations practically agree with Mr.
Ranford's. I calculated that the land to
be opened by this railway will make
available 500,000 acres of agricultural
land, which will settle practically 5,000
people, with an amount of indirect
revenue to the State of £25,000 per
annumn, as estimated in that letter,
which in itself is sufficient to guarantee
the working expenses and interest on
nearly the whole of the work. If such
an end is attained by the building
of the line and the expeniditure ,of
this amount of money, I think the
House is justified in autborising that
expenditure. In connection with the first
portiou of the line running from Collie,
to which great exception is taken and
which led the member for the Williams
to criticise that portion of the line, I
intend later on to show that this line is
justified from a coal and mnineral point of
niew. No one can discount the great
capabilities of the land for the first 25 or
26 miles from Collie. During the last
few weeks I have visited my constituency
at Collie, and I find that the miners are

taking up land surrounding Collie, and
one can see land which was supposed
to be poor or second-class land producing
prolific. crops and is capable of growing
fruit. It astonished me to see the pro-
ductiveness, and it would astonish mem-
bers of this House. For the first five or
six miles the country is of an ironstone
character, and it is within the boundaries
of the Collie coalfield. A considerable
quantity of the land has been taken up
by the miners and settlers in the district.
After leaving that area one comes on
what might he called second-class land
which is worthy of consideration and
which extends for 26 miles, and Mr.
Thompson estimates that there are1 20,000
acres of this agricultural land which has
been severely criticised by members,. It is
second-class land that would be readily
taken up, and with the use of fertiliser'S
would come into use at a very early date.
Mr. Thompson points out that this class
of land has been brought into rapid
cultivation on the Tarwonga Estate. Mr.
Thompson is the inspector for this por-
tion of the State and ho knows the land
which he is; talking about, and when he

sasteeare 120,000 ac;res which would
btaeup immed iately by people w~e muay

accept that. as aL fact. After leaving the 26
miles, there is nothing totbe said but this:
whether the line goes toWagin orNarrogin
or Cuballing or Fingelly, there is no q ues-
tion about the agricultural p~otentialities
of the country. There is land of excellent
quality, first-class lAiac. If meubeis
travelled over it they would have no
hesitation in alling that what I have
said is the absolute truth. I have
endeavoured to show the agricultural
aspect of the question, and I hope I have
dealt with it clearly, and I have endea-
vonured to deal with it fairly. I believe
my remarks will be borne out within ab
reasonable time after the construction of
the line. I would like to deal for a
moment with the mineral aspect of the

Iquestion for which I ask the attentiou of
members, beca use it has been stated there
is no prospect of the line payinig, and a
good deal seems to hinge on whether
there will be sufficient revenue to payr the
interest and perhaps the sinking -fund
for the first section of this line. I have
placed before the House my experience
in connection with the Collie coalfield,
and my faith in the field has taken a
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tangible form, for I have invested my
money there, and I do not regret it. The
field has only been in existence for five
years, and there is a population surround-
ing the coalfield of 3,010 persons. It has
an enormous future in front of it. I
want hon. members to help me in a
reasonable and proper manner to increase
the usefulness of that field, and to hell)
the people who have settled there and
who to-day are making a living, pro-
vided it is in the interests of the State to
do so. The Government have derived
large profits from that coalfield, and in
time will derive enormous profits on the
sale of coal by obtaining the royalty. I
would like to point out how the field has
advanced, and this is worthy of the con-
sideration of members. Last year.140,000
tons of coal were sold from the Collie coal-
field. During the month of October the
output was something like 11,000 tons, and
we can see that it is actually increasing
and in all probability this year the out-
put will be something like 180,000 tons
of coal sold from the Collie coalfield. All
this coal is not sold to the Government,
as uenIjbers; may think is the case.
There is a large private trade being
workdd upj and it is very satisfactory. I
am pleased to say that the people of
Perth are recognlising the value of this
fuel. In connection with the engineer-
ing view of the line, Mr. Muir points out
that No. 1 route is 84 miles long, No. 2
route 86 miles, No. 3 route 81 miles, and
No.4 route 100rmiles. No. I as agrade
of ] in 60, N4o. 2 has a grade of 1 in 80
against the load and 1 in 60 with the
load, No. 3 a grade of I in 60 against the
load and I in 50 with the load, and No.
4 has a grade of 1 in 50. No. 1 is to
cost X220,000, No. 2 £2225,000, No. 3
£240,000, and No. 4 £300,000. IIn
estimating the working expenses per ton
per mile we know that engines capable of
carrying a load of 300 or 400 tons are to
be obtained. The cost of carriage for
400 wiles plue 31 per cent. on capital
account is as follows :-No. 1 route, -33;
No. 2 route, '27; No. 3 route, :33; and
No.4 route, -3D. The haulage capacity of
the different routes is as follows :-No. 1,
325; No. 2, 300; No. 3, 235; No. 4, 236;
Mr. Muir, in his report recommends the
Government to take the greatest possible
care in locating the line as far as the
grades are concerned, for in years to

Icome, not at the present time, there will
be an enormous mineral and timber traffic
over the line. That I think should be
taken into consideration by the Govern-
ment when they have constructed the first
portion of the line. In connection with
this matter I would like to point out to
members that the building of the line
means that 450 ton loads will he

Itaken over the line, and when this line in
years to come is connected with the
Eastern Goldfields, coal will be delivered
in Kalgoorlie at about uls, per ton.
That is what Mr. Muir estimates, and he
impresses on the Government the neces-
sity of picking out the best grades. That
being thd case it is important when the
time arrives that the wisdom will be seen
of selecting a line with the best possible
grades. The coal taken at the present

Iprice at the pit's mouth, which is I Os. 6d1,
will then be able to be sold at Kalgoorlie
ait £1 Is. 6d. per ton. That will not

onybe of interest to Collie, but of
immense interest to Kalgoorlie.

MR. THOMAS: What length of line
are you reckoning on.

MR. EWING: It is under 400 miles.
MR. THOMAS: You say uls, for 400

miles?
MR. EWING: Coal could be sold at

21s. 6d. per ton at Kalgoorlie. I am not
speaking of the present moment. but of
years to come, and I am pointing this
out not for the purpose of any debate
arising.

MR. PIGOTT: Are you allowing 10s.
6d. at the pit's mouth.

MR. EWING: Yes.
MR. Tnions: Who is your authority

for the I Is. for the 400 iles ?
MR. EWING: Mr. Muir says i2s.,

that is for a I in 60 grade, but I think it
should be a 1 in 80 grade, which will
reduce the amount, and therefore I put
the cost at uls. Perhaps the most
important aspect is that raised by Mr.
James Thompson, the engineer for exist-
ing lines, in which he states the mineral
traffic in connection with the line will be
considerably improved by the building of
the line. the member for the Williams
the other night said the saving would
only be a matter of five miles. I want
to be fair in this matter. In connection
with the building of the second section
of the line the saving in locomotive
power, owing to a grade Of 1 in 80, will
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be as Mr. Thompson says, 58 miles,
which means 2s. 2d, on every ton of coal
taken over the line. I would like mem-
bers to listen to this aspect of the ques-
tion. It has not been raised before, and
it is one of great importance. As far as
the Government are concerned, and as
far as the locomotive department are
concerned, that would mean a saving of
something like £8,000 a year if the line
is constructed.

Ma. ThiomAs: What -would they save
if they did not use the coal at allP

MR. EWING: They would save no-
thing; they save money by using the
coal.

MR. THoMAs:- But we have a Govern-
mt-nt report to the contrary.-

Mr.. EWING: I am surprised to bear
the hon. member making such a state-
ment, and if he makes a statement like
that he is not worthy of sitting in this or
in any other House.

MR. THoMAs: Look up the Govern.
ment returns for 1902.

Mn. EWING:- If you wish to attack
the industry you may do so, but I am
biot going into that question. Coal is
now sent east of Spencer's Brook weekly
as follows :- Kalgoorlie 500 tons, South-
erni Cross 375 tons, Northam 375 tons,
Coolgardie 24 tons, TLeonora 12 tons,
making a total roughly of 1,300 tons.
This means 70,000 tons of coal per
annum, which at 2s. 2d. a ton means a
saving of £8,000 a year to the Commis-
sioner of Railways. That is a very
important aspect of the question. It is
a saving immediately to the locomotive
department of £-8,000 a year. Farther-
more in connection with the line I1 would
like to point out thak there is no local
coal being used on the Great Southern
line, but if there is easy access to the
fields, coal can be delivered at Nan-ogin
at 139. 10d. per ton as against Newcastle
coal being delivered there at 29.. 5d. per
ton, which would mean a saving of lbs.
per ton.

MR. THOMAS: 21s. Sd.
MR. EWING: You must add the

freight.
MR. TH~OMAS: We must take it at

Fremantle.
Ma. EWING: That is too far from

Albany or Narrogin or any other point
on the Great Southern line.

MR. THOMAS:' You must take it fromn
Fremantle.

Mn. EWING:- All the coal used on
the Great Southern line is landed at
Albany, therefore I am taking the fairest
basis 'I Clculating the freight to the
nearest point of distribution. It is an
argument which the hon. member cannot
contradict. I think there are too many

.arguments in connection with this matter
which the hon. member cannot approach.

MR. THOMAS: We will see that later
on.

MR. EWING: The hon. member is
*not prepared to give this matter a fair
and honest deal.

MR. THOMAS: I rise to a point of
order. Is the bon. member in order in
saying that I am not prepared to give
this matter a fair and honest deal ?
* Tan SPEAKERL: It is an improper
expression, and should be willirawn.

MR. EWING: I withdraw tbe ex-
Sression. I did not wish to hurt the

*on. member's feelings, nor did I think
Ihe was so sensitive. However, I should
like to point out a very important aspect
of the question, anid one which should
ntbe lost sight of, that the saving of

£08,000 to the Locomotive Department.
together with the £2,000 I have men-
tionied, will make a total saving of
£10,001) per aunnu, equal to 4 per cent.,
or the interest and sinking fund on the
cost of the proposed railway. Mr.
Thompson has calculated that the railway
will return a revenue of £28,666, while
the expenditure will be £28,300, show-
ing a profit of £2366, in addition to an
indirect profit of £915,000. As the
Minister pointed that out, there is no
necessity for rue to deal farther with the
matter. If the line is built and coal
carried at the price I have mentioned,
the product can he landed in Kalgoorlie
for 25s. 7d. a ton. If so, there must
be a market for it, and it will then come
into use on the goldfields. I do not
wish to weary members ; but as I under-
stand the member for Dundas (Mr.
Thomas) will deal with the timber ques-
lion, and as I will not have another
opportun ity of speaking on the second
reading, I should like to point out that
the timber problem has no bearing what-
ever on the project beore the House.
I never advocated the first section of the

Collie-Itarrogin C8 D=Emmt; 1903.1
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line in order to interfere in any way withI
the goldfields supplies.

MR. THOMAS: What about the Atorn-
iug Herald of the 23rd November, and
your letter to the Premier ?

Mn. EWING: I said a few minutes
ago that when the first section of the line
is built coal can be landed in Kalgoorlie
at 25s. 7d. a ton, and can then compete
favourably with wood, and will probably
come into extensive use on the fields.
Hence there will be a tremendous
impetus to the coal-mining industry.
Again, in connection witb the fuel
supply, there is no doubt that when the
line is built the Kalgoorlie Water
Scheme pumping stations will require
coal as fuel, and its use will effect a
considerable saving to that department.
The member for the Williams (Hon. F.
H. Piesse) is to move that the Bill be
referred to a select committee. Surely
the measiure; hag received from the Gov-
ernment and the country the fullest
possible consideration; an~d that being
so, the hon. member must know that
the passing of his motion will mean
throwing out the Bill. I cannot under-
stand his position; for during the
Minister's visit to Narrogin the hou.
member pledged himself to support the
line from Collie to a point on the Great
Southern railway.

HON. F. H. PIEssn: I have not with-
drawn that pledge. I only ask for
farther inquiry.

Ma. EWING: You were satisfied with
the inquiry at that date.

Hox. F. H. Pi~ssE: No.
Mn. EWING: Well, I hope the hon.

member will recede from his position.
HON. F. H. PiEasE: I have been in

favour of the Collie line.
MRs. EWING: I must say the hon.

member's attitude is inexplicable to me.
However, he has his own constituents to
answer to; and it is not for me to refleut
on him. He is an old member of the
House, and fully able to take care of
himself and explain his position on the
Bill. The member for Kanowna (Mr.
Hastie) has moved that the Bill be read1
this day six months. Well, that is a
straightforward amendment, for which
members opposed to the Bill ought to
vote. But I say that the disposing of
that amendment ought to settle the
question for this session. The intention

of the member for the Williams to move
subsequently to refer the Bill to a select
cot- mittee is in my opinion hardly fair.
Members have listened patiently to my
address, and have evidently made up
their minds to support the Bill. I think
there will be practically no opposition,
and that I can safely leave the measure
in their hands. The Government are
evidently convinced, after perusal of
reports and a thorough investigation,
that the line is absolutely justified in
the best interests of the State. It is
supported by the Engineer-in-Chief and
by all the land experts; and the Govern-
mtent are fully satisfied that the lprojectis
justified, else the Bill would not be
before. the House. I hope it will meet
with the approval of members, and be
passed into law at an early date.

MR. A. E. THOMAS (Dundas) : In
view of the fresh light thrown on this
question by the preceding speaker, I
move that the debate be adjourned.

MRt. S. 0. PIGOTT (West Kinmberley):
I Second the motion.

Motion put, and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes
Noes

Majority agai

Ay.
Mr. Atkins
Mr. Bath
Mir. Jab
hir. Pigott
Mr. Stone
irl. Taylor

Mr. Thomas (Tellor).

7

.. 12Rat
Non.

Mr. Barges
Mr. Diamond
Mr. Ewing
Mr. Ferguson
Mr. Foulkes
Mr. Gordon
Mr. Hstie
Mr. Recoard

Mr. Hopkins,
IMr. miiwortb
Mr. ladell
Mr. James
Mr. Johnsen
Mr. Nausea,
Mr. Piesse
Mr. Hamoa
Mr. Reid
Mr. High.a (Teller).

Motion thus negatived.
Mit. 3. 3. HOLMES (East Fremantle):

1 simply rise to state that I propose to
sup)port the amendment that the Bill be
read this day six months. Briefly, I
shall do so because I am perfectly satis-
fled from the evidence before me that for
some years to come there will be no
necessity for this line to take fuel to the
goldfields; for We have ample evidence
that there is sufficient fuel on the gold-
fields to supply their requirements for a
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considerable number of years; and from
what 1 know of the agricultural areas of
this State and of Farther agricultural
Settlement now proceeding, there is ample
agricultural land adjacent to the railways
already constructed without our opening
up fresh agricultural areas as proposed in
the Bill. Our present difficulty in con-
nection with our railway system is that
our lines run through long strips of good
agricultural laud on which we have prac-
tically no settlement. We can see such
country along nearly all our railways--
on the Eastern, the South-Western, and
the- Great Southern; hence there is no
justification for constructing this line to
open up agricultural land, there being
plenty of such land available. For these
two reasons, as to which I am perfectly
satisfied, I shall support the amendment
of the member for Kanowna.

Mt. G. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret):
It is my intention to support the amuend-
mient. I have listened to the Minister
for Lands in moving the second reading
of the Hill, and I have decided on'that
speech that there is nothing to warrant
the construction of this line. When this
line was first mooted theme was an argu-
ment that it would serve to carry coal
fuel to the goldfields. That argument
has been abandoned practically.

THE PREMIER: I never said a. word
about that argument.

Ma. TAYLOR: That argument was
used last 'year when this line was first
spoken of; and we find now, on the very
highest authority, that the goldfields have
within a practical radius a supply of fire-
wood for 15 or 20 years, at the same cost
or a slight decrease on the present cost.
We also find that the experience of the use
of Collie coal as far away from Fremantle
as Southern Cross-and I am going to
nmake a statement to-night which perhaps
the Minister for Lands will be enabled to
enlighten usf-artberon, and Ihave itirorn
those who should know, being people en-
gaged in working the railways-in last
October they had a stack of about 500
tons of coal on the stage at Southern
Cross, and during that month they were
taking fresh coal from the trucks as it
came in and putting that coal on the
bunkers. The 500 tons stacked on the
stage reinained five or six weeks, and it
was then found to be practically useless.
The experience there shows that this coal

will not stand stacking at Southern Cross,
or farther on the goldfields where the
conditions are more try* ing. 0f course
since the water supply became available
the railway people might be able to use
water on the coa to preserve its condition.
That stack of ct~al coat 25s. to 30s. a ton
to lead there, and that has been an abso-
lute waste of public money to the extent
of about.£750. I hope the Government
will be able to contradict the state-
ment I have made; but I have it from
those who should know, as they are
running the railways. if it be true, what
possible chance is there of the present
class of Collie coal ever being used on
the goldfields for fuel? We all know
that for furnace purposes they inost

Ikeep a stack of coal at the mines just as
Ithey keep a stack of firewood, because
the fuel cannot be put on the furnaces as
soon as it arrives, andl stacking is neces-
sary to the extent of two or three months

Iahead. So far as the carriage of fuel is
concerned, this line is of no value,
because unless there is a better class of
coal raised from the coalpits, that coal
will not be used on the goldfields, as the
present class of coal will not stand the
atmosphere in those districts. If coal
stacked at Southern Cross is found to be
valueless at the end of five or six weeks,
the atmospheric conditions will be still
more trying if the Same kind of coal is
stacked for furnaces farther on the gold-
fields north and east. We have also evi-
dence before us from the goldfields that
there is 14 to 20 years' supply of fire-
wood.

MR. THOMAS: Twenty to thirty years.
MR. TAYLOR: If this line is to be

built for the carriage of fuel to the gold-
fields, it will be ample time to build the
line at some future date, sayv 14 to 20
years hence. Those who are engaged in
consuming fuel on the goldfields prefer
wood, and are not favourable to Collie
coal. It has also been set forth in this
House that Collie coal cannot be delivered
so ceaeply on the goldfields as wood from
the neiahbourhood of the mines; and
that being so, it has renmoved the plea
with reference to this line being desirable
or necessary for carrying coal to the gold-
fields. This railway proposal therefore
is one practically for the developing of
agricultural country. Agricultural rail-
ways in this country are not paying now;
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indeed the only railway that is paying is
the line from Fremantle to the goldfields,
and that has to carry the whole railway
system of this State. It has been pointed
out that we have any amount of agricul-
tural land available close to the railways
already, and I feel confident that the
easier and better way for this State would
lie to pass a land tax and make those who
own land close to railways either utilise
it or allow other people to use it.

MR. Bunogs: Who owns most of that
land ?

MR. TAYLOR: The hon. member
owns a great portion.

TuzE M[NISTER von LAN4Ds: He works
it very well where he does own it.

MR. TAYLOR: If the Government
would do that, they would get support
in the country if not in this House for
that policy, instead of laying ou hl
a million of money for the sake of open-
ing up agricultural land. The capital
cost of our present railways is about
X6,000 a mile, and I see there are about
80 miles of railways to be constructed
in connection with this line for con-
necting with the goldfields railway.

MR. EWING: X~250,000.
Mu. TAYLOR: The capital cost of our

railways averages £26,000 a mile, and of
course you cannot extend the railway
system without extending the rolling-
stock!

MR. HOLMES: The actual capital cost
is more than £6,000 a mile. The Cool-
gardie line was built for a nominal sun,
and not for anything like what it cost.
The cost was made up out of the traffic.

Mn. TAYLOR: The people on the
goldfields, through the excessive charges
made while their railways were in con-
struction, paid for those railways at a high
rate. The line to Menzies was in a
similar position; and in connection with
the line to Leonora, where high rates
were charged during the construction, the
people practically paid for that line also.
We have another railway now going over
similar country, not quite as far, from
Mt. Malcolm to Laverton, and it has been
only a few months under construction but
is practically completed. A fortnight ago
the rails were within 12 miles of the
terminus of the line.

Tnr SpEAK~n: I do not see what this
has to do with the question before the
House.

ME. TAYLOR; Some members have
argued that this line is ultimately to
serve the goldields with fuel, and hence
my remarks. I contend there is no
necessity for building a railway to that
land except as an agricultural line; that
the argument in favour of carrying coal
to the goldfields has been wiped out,
unless the Minister for Lands is able to
bring forward something he has failed
to put before us. The money market is
apparently pretty tight throughout the
Commonwealth, and this expenditure
means also that if the line is to be con-
structed it will lock up money for -two
years, so far as the opening up of the
goldfields or other works are concerned.

MR. EWING: There was £80,000 for
your constituency.

Mu. TAYLOR: I would like the min-
ber to tell the House bow much the
'country has benefited by my constitu-
ency. If it were not for my constituency
there would be no necessity for the hin.
member's part of the State at all. The
gold yield of Mount Margaret is nearly
the highest yield in the whole State,
and instead of decreasing it is quietly
increasing, and if our battery system
were extended so would the output of the
gold extend. I fail to see why any
member should vote for this railway oni
sound grounds. It would be infinitely
better if it were an agricultural line-
that is what it is narrowed down to. If
the Government camue forwa~rd with a
land tax and made the private owners of
land, and the absentee landlords, either
utilise their land or pay a tax, they would
place the land within the reach of the

jpeople Without expending half a million
Iof money to open up other land. The
member for East Premantle has been in
this State longer than I have and has
had the honour of occupying the position
of Minister for Railways, and I presume
has travelled over most of the State.

THE PREMIER: Not beyond the black
sand of Fremantle.

Mu. TAYLOR: The hon. member
should be the last to talk about travelling,
for he only knows Western Australia
f rom Cottesloe Beach to Perth.

THE PREMIER: A very good part of it
to know.

MR. TAYLOR: I think the member
for East Fremantle is a better authority
on what land is available for agricultural

LASSEMBLY.) Railway Bill.
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purposes than the Premier-the land
which is close to our railway system.

THE PREMIE: He never was along
the railway system only when a Minist-r
travelling in a Ministerial car.

Mn. TAYLOR:± He has been over the
country more than the Premier has.

THE: P amnz: Nothing like it.
ME. TAYLOR: The Premier is angry

because the member for East Fremantle
is opposing the Bill. It is necessary
that the Bill should he opposed, coming
in at the tail of the session. There are
42 Bills on the Notice Paper at the
present time.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS: And there
ought to be 42 more.

MR. TAYLOR: We find this Bill
coming down proposing the expenditure
of half a million of' money, and it is
brought forward after the suspension of
the Standing Orders. I think we should
allow this line to stand over, and let the
people at the next general election con-
aider the matter. This is part of the
Govern tnent policy, and the people should
consider whether the Government should
expend money in this direction. That, is
a fair suggestion to make, as we are close
to a general election. This railway,
amongst other Government proposals,
should go before the people at the next
election ; and if the people desire it they
will not have to wait long. The Bill is
already drafted, and there can he very
little delay in bringing it before the next
Parliament. If the people are agreed the
passage of the measure is assured; but I
am sure the people will not approve of
the measure. I hope the amendment of
the member for Kanowna will he carried.

Mn. A. E. THOMAS (Dundas) : The
member for the South-West Mining Dis-
trict, n makin a few lame remarks in
support of awld-cat scheme, the con-
struction of this railway, saw fit to go out
of his way to state that the member for
Dundas, because he thought fit to wakesa
certain interjection, was unfit to retain
his position as a member of this House,
because I was not prepared to waste this
country's money in the holstering up of
an industry. I am, and I think I shall
prove it before I resume my seat, prepared
to vote for any proposal to support any
indu stry, whether it be coal-ining, gold-
mining, copper-mining, or we will say
potato-mining. Whatever the proposal

to develop any industry in the State, lamn
always ready to throw in my weight in
support of that proposal. But I resent
any such insinuation as that made by the
member for the South-West Mining
District, because I ohject to wasting
some thousands of pounds of money to
holster up the Collie coal industry. I
object to any insinuation that I am not
fit to represent any constituency on the
floor of this House. I propose to go into
this matter in detail. We have had
certain statements made to us which I
consider, if accepted by the members of
the Hous., will lead them, perhaps uncon-
sciously, to give a, wrong dec-ision when
called into tbe division lobbies to east
their votes. We have had the Minister
for lands, who introduced the Bill and
moved the second reading of it, making a
lame apology for the position he was
forced to occupy in asking the House to
agree to the Bil.

THE PREMIER: A very able case for the
Bill.

MR. THOMAS: A most able case
backing up a wild-cat proposal.

TE3E MINISTER FOR LANDS: The hen.
member is an authority on wild-cats.

MR. THOMAS: The Minister for
Lands interjects that I am an authority
on wild-cats, and he says that no doubt
because I saw fit when discussing the
rabbit question to refer to State cats
having been liberated in my constituency
to destroy the rahbits, and which the
member for Northam said were doing
good work. The Minister for Lands in
asking the House to consent to the
second reading of the Bill quoted certain
figures dealing with crops in different
countries and other matters; but when
challenged to give an average for say 10
years-

THE MINISTER FoR LANDS: WiUl you
say that ?

MR. THOMAS: The Minister saw fit
to use certain figures, and when he was
taxed from this side with giving a biased
statement, like a man-and I admit the
member for Boulder is such-like a man
he owns up straight away that he
had to make the best of a bad case.
He told the House that he was using the
figures which suited his purpose, and
disregarding those which did not suit.
[Tmu MINISTER: No.] Now as to this
Collie line we have first to consider the
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coal question; and I have subdivided
this aspect of the case under the follow-
ing heads :-(a.) Whether it would pay
to build that line in order to cheapen the
car"rie of that coal to the Eastern
Gold Ieds over the existing line from
Narrogin, the new line being built to
Narrogin. (b.) Whether it would pay
to construct this line with a view of pro-
viding coal for consumption on the
existing Government railways ; that is,
to bring the coal by the new railway to
Narrogin in order to avoid the bad
grades which the boo. member (Mr.
Ewing) has so frequently pointed out.
(c.) Whether it would pay to take the
coal from Collie to Narrogin with a view
to eventually building a line from Nar-
rogin either to Hines' Hill or to some
other point, such as Ounderdin or
Southern Cross. The hon. member has
frequently said that he wants to take the
line straight into Boorabbin. We have
to consider those three points in dealing
with the coal question in reference to
this railway. t think that before I
finish I shiall be able to absolutely
demolish any arguments in favour of the
line based on the three Jpoints to which
I have drawn attention, and to contro-
vert any figures given by the bon.
member or by the Minister for Lands.
I will then reduce this proposed railway
to an agricultural project, and will ask
the House to consider whether it is
advisable to construct the line along the
No. 2 route, which, according to the
Government experts, passes through
soime $0 or 40 miles of practically worth-.
less country.

MR. EWING: That is absolutely untrue.
THE SPEAKER: That is an improper

expression.
MR. Ewiyo: I withdraw it.
MR. THOMAS: I will deal with that

interjection later. It is a question
whether the House should commit itself
to the expenditure necessary to complete
the line by the No. 2 route from Collie to
Narrogin, passing through what is in m~y
opinion at any rate 30 or 40 miles of
worthless country; and that opinion is
strengthened by con versations with prac-
tical men, and by studying the report
placed at the disposal ,f members. We
have to consider the relative merits of the
four or five other routes plotted on the
map; and before I have concluded we

shall have also to consider whether the
money proposed to be spent on the line
from Collie to Narrogin would not be
better spent in opening up proved agri-
cultural resources upon the line B of the
present South- Western railway. and upon
the line C of the present Midland rail-
way, and upon the line D of the present
Eastern railway. When I have disposed
of the coal question I shall analyse car-e-
fully, lest members should] be led astray
by arguments on the other side, the pros.
and cons, of the question whether, in
order to developour agricultural resources,
it would not be better to spend the neynC
proposed to be sunk in this wild-cat
scheme on one of the projects which I
have indicated. After the coal question
we have the agricultural question, and a
proposition which has during the last two
sessions been put before the House by
the Premier, baocked up by the Minister
for lands in his second reading speech
on this Bill, in which the latter slated
that the opening of the line would lead to
the settlement of 500 people on the soil.
It will be my duty to give the House full
details of land settlement which has
already taken place in this State; and as
the Government propose to build a line to
a district where no settlement at present
exists, it will be my duty to give full
details of existing settlement elsewhere
in the country, to show that if the
Government propose to build this line to
settle 500 people in a certain district, we
have a right to oppose the Bill, seeing
that 500 people already settled elsewhere
are denied railway communication. Other
questions are, xyhether this is a public
work which claims prior attention at our
hands; whether other suggested railways
would not contribute more to the develop-
nment of the country, and attract wore
population and bring in more revenue
than the wild-cat line proposed in the
Bill. I have now outlined the phases of
the question with which I intend to deal.
I regret exceedingly that a few minutes
ago the Premier refused me an adjourn-
ment of the debate. I think this most
unfair, and cannot help recalling the fact
that on the last occasion when we dis-
cussed this railway, the member for the

SouthWest inin District (Mr. Ewing)
mi.oved that the debate he adjourned.-
Only one speech had on that occasion
been made; and naturally members
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objected to the adjournment until some
fresh arguments bad been advanced
on one side or other which would
have justified an adjournment to allow
time for their consideration. At a
time when no fresh light had been
thrown on the subject, and no f resh
argument had been add uced which would
necessitate an adjournment, I for one
objected to the adjournment on that
occasion, on principle. We had adivision
on the question, and the Government saw
fit in their usual wisdom to support the
proposal of the membher for the South-
West Mining District, and voted with
him to secure the adjouzrnment of the
debate. So far so good. I will always
consent-I do not care from which side
of the House it is moved--to an adjourn-
nient of the debate in order to allow
some member, what-ever side he ma-y sit
on, to reply or to give him time to
attempt to reply to arguments which have
been advanced by the other side. That
is only fair in debate. No fresh argu-
ments had at that time been raised. The
Govern meut voted that the debate should
be adjourned. To-night we continued
the debate on this question, and we found
that the member for the South-West
Mining District brought forward many
more facts and figures than did the
Minister for Lands when moving the
second reading. The Minister at any
rate gave us garbled statements taken
from his files, and he told us when we
interjected that he had a right to use the
figures which most suited his own argu-
muents; biut to-night we have the member
fur the South-West Mining District
giving his own opinion and putting
Ibefore us facts and figures and arguments
which opened new phases of the question,
and in order to allow other mem berm the
opportunity of looking into them, an
adjournment till to-morrow should have
been allowed. For that reason only I
asked this House and the Government to
consent to an adjournment. The Govern-
inent refused me an adjournment, and
told tue they would carry the matter
through, which means they would carry
it through with the brutal majority we
know they have in this House against the
wishes of the other side. Members on
this (Opposition) side have always been
prepared to meet the Government fairly
and squarely in any deal. We are always

prepared to consent to an adjournment,
at any tate exccept yesterday, when the
Government wished to adjourn at 26
minutes past 6. We are always prepared
to assist then) in the full investigation of
a. subject before the House, when it
means the placing of an Act on the
statute-book or means the expenditure of
public funds which each of usi is sent here
to protect. That adjourunent was re-
fused, and I think it was refused for one
object only, in order to carry out what
the Govern ment have been doing Lb rough
tis session, to carry out the principle
they have so ably advocated, that of
stifinig debate on every possible oppor-
tunit.y and on any question where the 'y
fear the full light of criticism being
thrown on mueasures that they are asking
the House to adopt. I wanted, in view
of fresh facts and figures which had been
placed before the House by the membher
for the South-West Mining District, to
have an adjournment so that I might be
able to look through statistics which I
have in my possession, to look through
previous speeches which not only the hon.
member, but I as an old opponent of his,
had delivered on the floor of this House,
strictly bearing on this question; and I
wanted also to be able to analyse the
various Government returns published
year by year, and to look carefully
through the mass of papers placed before
us by the Minister dealing with this
question. I wanted to look through
reports appearing in the public Press
recently, signed by Mr. Ewing, by Mr.
James, and by Mr. Kelso, I wanted
also to be able to-morrow, when the
debate was -resumed, to give the House a
suImmary that members would be able to
check for themselves by looking through
the newspapers and the reports with
which I should deal. I enter my protest
now against the way in whiich the
leader of this House is conducting
the business of the country, and the
way in which he absolutely dictates to
the House without paying any attention
to the minority which sits on this side.
He has shown in the division which has
just taken place the strength he pos-
sesses, and I think that at all times those
who are mitting in a minority should have
this privilege. that they can appeal con-
fidently to the Premier for justice and
fair play, and that debates shall be con-
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ducted in an open and proper manner, to
allow anyone on whichever side he sits or
desires to vote an opportunity of going,
through the details of the ease in order
to give an intelligent. vote on the question.
Had my proposal to-night been assented
to, which in iny humble opinion it should,
the debate on the question would have
been adjourned, and the Notice Paper
contains plenty of other business which
we could have gone on with.

THE MINISTER FoRt LANDS: Why not
go on with this?

MR. THOMAS: We are going on with
it, but I am pointing out that if my pro-
posal had been assented to there was no
necessity for the House to -adjourn, be-
cause if the debate had been postponed
until to-morrow and had the leader of the
Rouse proposed that the House should
adjourn, I should have entered my pro-
test, and would have divided the House
on the question, as I did yesterday when
the adjournment was moved. We are on
Order of the Day No. 7, we have next to
that the Government Railways Bill,
Committee (progress).

THE SPEAKER: The hon. member must
confine himself to the question before the
House.

ME. THOMAS: I am pointing out that
if any motion for adjournment had been
consented to--

THE SPEAKER: The motion for ad-
joiirnmeut is not under consideration.

MR. THOMAS: Ilam anxious to point
out what I consider to be an injustice
under which ITam suffering, that amotion
of mine for this adjournment of this de-
bate in order to allow me to go into the
details of the case to give them to the
House was denied to me to-night by the
Premier, which necessitates, instead of my
being able to give the gist of the reports
which I would have been able to take out
at my leisure between now and to-morrow,
my giving the full reports and allowing
members to make analyses for themselves
instead of my doing so on their behalf.
First of all in regard to the coal for
use on our railways. In the Votes and
Proceedings of Parliament for 1901-2 is
included a report on the railways, and
this is signed by' John T. Short, the
Acting General Manager. He his a
beading in this report " Collie Coal."
He had been dealing with other matters
previously on which he had given reports,

and he says: "Hereunder is a similar
return to that contained in last year's
report (page 13) with reference to the
fuel consumed during the year. For the
years 1897-8 the total tonnage of New-
castle coal was 65,938 tons, Collie coal
nil; total 65,938 tons. Total expendi-
ture, Newcastle coal £265,759, Collie
coal nil; total £265,759. Average cost
per ton. Newcastle 19s. l1U35d.; general
average 19s. 11-35d. For 1898-99, total
tonnage, Newcastle 64,747 tons (a de-
crease), Collie coal 11,575 tons; total
76,322 tons. Total expenditure, New-
castle coal X56,644, Collie coal £5,967;
total £62,601. Average cost per ton.
Newcastle coal l7s. 5-97d., Collie coal
10s. 3B51d.; general avenage 16s. 4S85.
For 1899-1900, total tonnage, New-
castle 43,599 tons, Collie coal 60,148
tons; total 103,747 tons. Total expendi-
tire, Newcastle £43,741, Collie X29,118;
total £72,859. Average cost per ton,
Newcastle 20s. 0-78d., Collie 9s. 8-18d.;
general average 14s. 0-54d. For 1900-1,
total tonnage, Newcastle 36,041 tons-
members will see the consumption of
Newcastle coal had fallen from 65,98
tons in 1897 to 86,041 tons in 1901-
Collie 8.562 tons. The consumption of
Collie coal has gone up from nothing in
1898 to 11,500 tons in 1899 and to
85,562 tons in 1901 ; total 121,03O tons.
Total cost, Newcastle £46,404, Collie
£46,487; total £92,891."

[Ma. ILLINOWOETH took the Chair.]
THE DEPUTY SPEAKER: What is the

application to the question before the
HouseP

MR. THOMAS: We have had the
question raised that this line is neces-
sary from the point of view of carrying,
it eventually to the goldfields. This
would be the first section of that line,
and the argument is submnitted that the
line is necessary to carry Collie coal to
effect a saving in cost to the railways.
I am dealing with the coal in connection
with the line entirely, and I am reading
a record of the proceedings of Parliament
which contains a report signed by Mr.
John T. Short.

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER: Never mind
the signature. I want to know the
application of the argument.

MR. THOMAS: I am showing the
vanious amounts used yearly of Newcastle
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and Collie coal and the values of each.
because the member for. the South- West
Mining District advocates that Collie
coal could be delivered at so much per
ton. I am-giving the avenages that have
been paid in the various years for Collie
and Newcastle coal, and when I come to
sum up my argument I shall show that
the Collie coal cannot compete with
Newcastle coal even if the line is con-
structed, and I am giving figures to show
that my argument is conclusive on that.
In 1900-01 the total expenditure on
Newcastle coal was, £46,404, on Collie
coal £46,487; total£Q92,891. Tlieaverage
cost per ton was, Newcastle 25s. 9d.,
Collie 10s. 10-39d. per ton; average
l~s. 3-33d. It will be noted in this con-
nection that in 1897-8 the cost of New-
castle coal was 19s. lid, per ton. This
fell by over 2s. per ton in 1899, rose Id.
per ton in 1900, and rose 5s. 9d, in 1901.

THtE DEPUTY SPEAKCER: This seems
very irrelevant.

'Ma. THOMAS- I wish to give the
expert's opinion contained in this report;
because the hon. member (Mr. Ewing)
argues that the price of Newcastle coal
i%~ 17s. lid., and I am dealing with a,
report written when Collie coal was
quoted at 26s, 9d. The Acting General
Manager of Railways at that time goes
on to state:-

It will be noted that the proportion of
imported coal used has decreased and that of
Collie coal has increased; but I regret that
the result has not been advantageous when
viewed onily from the standard of the economi-
cal working of this department.
Tbat is the point which I wish to make
ini reading these figunres.

Comparing the results with those of 1897-8
-the last year in which Newcastle tioat
exclusively was med-and basing the compari-
son on the same train mileage computation,
it is found that it would 'have required 78,826
tons of Newcastle coal exclusively to wiirk
4,8320 231 train miles which would have been
given for the year 1900-1 under the mileage
computation table in force prior to 1st 3July,
19000. as against 1*21.603 tons of the mixture
which was actually used. The cost thereof at
the 1900-1 average price of 2.5s. 9d. per ton
would have amounted to -9101,484. as against
the sum of -.092.89L actually paid. Had the
department used Newcastle coal exclusively,
we should have saved the haulage or the
greater part of 85,562 tons--the quantity of
Collie coal used-a, distance of 124, miles (Collie
to Perth), for a large percentage of which
also the trucks have had to be hauled empty
from Perth and other places to Collie. We

should have handled, hauled to various dep6ts
from Perth, carried upon engine tenders, and
placed in fire-boxes, 42,777 tons less of fuel
than was actually the case.

I would point out to any man who under-
stands railway statistics that 42,777 tons
of coal were needlessly hauled upon our
railways ow-ing to the use of Collie coal.
The report continues:-

The trucks and engines engaged *ia this un-
productive traffic would have been occupied in
earning revenue, which (estimating that each
ton was hauled an. average distance Of 190
miles, and would have produced only the
mineral class rate, 10s, 10d. per ton) would
have added £28,170 17s. 6d, to our revenue.

Tifiueis on the basis of 4,2,777 tons only,
wieiwetake 00,000 tons out of the 85,562

tosmentioned aoea distance of 124 miles
at the mineral rate (s. Id. per ton) a farther

su £f 24,250 would have been earned,
which would have made a gross increase in our
revenue of £47,420 17s. 6d., as compared with
an increase in our working expenses of R8,597.
Now we are asked to build a, railway
from the Collie to the Great Southern
line in order to save 10d. per ton on the
use of Collie coal; and I am showing
that in the year referred to me lost
nearly £240,000 by hoolstering up this
industry, for the sake of which the Gov-
ernment ask the House to pass this Bill.
The report continues:-

In previous years full c .mipnrisons of prac-
tical working have not been possible, owing to
the conditions under which the local coal was
used, such as the newness of it and want of
knowledgi as to its capabiliti-s by drivers,
etc. Now, however, that our engines have
been fitted in such manner as to enable it to
ie used to the fullest advantage, and now
that it has been generially and commonly used
throughout the service for a considerable
period, it may fairly be criticised in the light
of known results. I place the foregoing facts
before you, not with any desire to urge you to
desist from. using Collie coal, but in order
that you may be fully aware of the extent to
which the department is encouraging this

Ilocal industry.
I THE DEPUTY SPEAKER: The bon.
member is out of order. The Bill has
nothing to do with supply' ing coal to the
railways. It proposes to take coal to the
goldfields.

Ma. THOMAS: Then I should like
to read the preamble to the Bill.

SEVERAL ME~rBERs: Chair !
Ma. THOMAS: No one in the House

pay' s more deference to the Chair than I.
I would ask members who shout out
I"IChair " whether they were present the
tither night when the Premier-
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Tang DEPUTY SPEAKE'R: The lion.
member is out of order.

Ma. THOMAS (after reading pre-
amble): The Minister for Lands stated
that one of the principal objects of the
railwayv was to save the cost of Collie coal
in order to run our railways to greater
advantage.-

THE MINISTER POE LANDS: No. I
did not use that as au argument. I made
a quotation from. the engineer's report.

MR. THOMAS: Any how, the state-
mnt was recorded in Hausard. To-night
the member for the South-West Mining
District (Mr. Ewing) had to admit that
the arguments he intended to use regard-
ing fuel supplies for the goldfields were
worthless, because of the adverse reports
given; and he had to fall back on the
argumnent that the construction of this
line would save 10d. per ton to the
Government for coal used on the rail-
ways. When members are asked to vote
some half a million of money to construct
83 miles of railway, and when the argnl-
went is advanced that the line will
develop agriculture and give cheaper coal
for use in our locomotives, then I claim I
have a. right to draw comparisons between
the Newcastle and Collie coal; and in
order to prove my case, I submit, with
due deference to the Chair, that I have
a right to read to members a report
dealing with the relative merits of those
two coals. If I can prove tbat we lose
money by using Collie coal on our rail-
ways, then the argument of those who
say that this line is to carry coal for the
use of locomotives, I am right in ad-
vancing that argument to controvert
statements made by the other side. The
conclusion of the report on this subject
is:-

I plsacetheforegoingfaetsbeforeyou,not with
any desire to urge you to desist from using
the Collie coal, but in order that you may be
fully aware of the extent to which the depart-
ment is encouraging this local industry, and
of the cost which the department is at in so
doing, and in order that this expense may
receive attention when the working percentage
is considered.
That is the report placed before the
House in 1902. The annual report of
the railways next following (1903), under
the head of Collie Coal, gives the same
figures, with the exception that another
year is added. It says the total tonnage
for 1901-2 was: Collie coal, 89,.58V. at

13s. per ton;- Newcastle coal, 48,504, at
28s. [-5d. per ton; the general average
Cost of both kinds used being 18s. .377a.
per ton. Mr. Short signs that report as
the Acti ng General Manager of lluilw y s,
and he goes on to state: -

I have not on this occasion included the
figures with regard to the train mileage
results as given in previous years, for the
reason that it has, at certain seasons of the
year, been found neessary to work through
agricultural districts solely with the hard
coal, and also in view of the fact that, to save
ezcessive haulage, the Northern system and
the Great Southern lines are worked with
Newcastle e ?aI delivered at the neareust ports3,
namely Geraldton and Albany.

MR, FERGUSON: I rise to a point of
order. The Deputy Speaker has already
rule(] that the report becing read by thle
hon. member is not a paLrt of this ques-
tion.

THE SPEAKER:, The hon. member for
the South-West Miuinir District urged
certain matters with regard to Collie coal,
and the lion. member now speaking I
understand is reviewing that argument.
I think that is quite in order. It is bear-
ing oix the. question of the railway.

%IF. THOMAS: I wouldl point out
that I am attempting to refute the argu-
ment of the member for the South-West
Mining District when he was advancing
the argument as to this line being re-
quired to carry coal for the use of loco-
motives'.

The most sei -us aspect of the case as re-
gards fuel supply generally is the increase in
the average price per ton as compared with
1q00-oi. It will be seen fromn the figures that
this is attributable principally tb the payment
throughout the entire twelve months of the
high rate for Newcastle coal, and the rate of
13s. per ton at the pit's mouth for Collie coal.
In view of the distances between the pita at
CoUie and the places of consumption . . . and
of the results of tb& tests for evaporative
effect which have been obtained during the
past year, I trust that in any renewal of the
existing contracts with the Collie companies,
which expire on 9th March next, a substantial
reduction in price will be obtained. Otherwise
there is no doubt that the imported coal will
be found, at its lately reduced rate, to be infin-
itely cheaper in comparison of cost and place
of consumption and effective results.

I am quoting that not only to refute that
argument of the bon. member, but to sihow
th at he is w ron g in m aking the statement
that I am unfit to occupy a place in this
Chamber because I have said I will not
consent to> the bolstering up of any in-
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dustry. I am quoting from the reports
of the General Managet& anid the Corn.
missioner of Railways to refute the hon,
wetber's argument. I come now to the
last report issued by the Railway Depart-
ment, the report being signed by Mr.
Short and not by Mr. W. J. George as
Commissioner of Railways, It says that
during 1902.3 the total quantity of coal
used was-Collie coal 93,655 tons, at a
cost of 12s. 9-13d.; Newcastle coal 48,059
tons, at 21s. 8-35d.; the general average
;ost being 16s. 9-50d. When that report,
signed by Mr. George, was written, the
James Government were in control of
this country. In the previous two yeqars
there was no reference in this House and
no mention in the Governor's Speech of
any proposal whatsoever to build a line
from Collie to Narrogin or an 'ywhere else
to develop the Coal industry; but this
report was written at a time when the
Governors Speech contained a reference
to this question, and stated that the
Government would submit a. proposal
to Parliament for the building of a
railway to connect Collie at some point
on the CGteat Southern Railway. Strange
to say, although for the two previous
years the report had been utterly
condemnatory of the use of Coill't
coal, the Commissioner's report for the
last year does not say a single word
about it. If I went back into farther
reports I could find farther condemnna-
tions of Collie coal, but at any rate in
the report of 1901, when Newcastle coal
was standing at 25s. 9d., the Comm is-
sioner pointed out the serious loss the
country was suffering by using Collie
coal in preference, to Newcastle coal at
25s. 9d. In the report of 1901-02,
when Newcastle coal was 28s. lid. and
Collie coal was 13s., the Actingz General
Manager of Railways stated that there
was no question hut that the imported.
coal was infinite]v cheaper for use on the
Government railways, and that unless a
considerable reduction could be made in
the cost of Collie coal he would advise
the tota discontinuance of its use on the
Government railways. In the report of
1902-03. the latest statistics we have
available to this House, we find the price
of Newcastle coal fell from 28s. 14-d. to
21s. 8d., a decrease of 6s. 6d. per ton.
and that the decrease in Collie coal in
the same period was less than 3d. per

ton, and that, although these protests
have been entered year after year, when
this railway is mentioned in the Gov-
ernor's Speech the Commissioner of
Railways passes the matter by without a
single commient, good, had, or indifferent.

MR. STONE: I beg to call attention
to the state of the Hou se. It is di sgrace-
ful to see such a thin House when such
an important measure is before it.

[Bells rung and quorum formed.]
MR. THOMAS: Before the attention

of the Speaker was called to the want of
a quorum I was dealing with the last
report submitted to Parliament on this
question of Newcastle coal against Collie
coal, and I pointed out, as I would like
the permission of the House to again
point out for cite brief moment for the
benefit of the member for South-West
Mining, that for two years condemnatory
reports had Lben given b 'v the Govern-
ment's own experts and by the Govern-
went's own Gene-ral Manager of Railways
(In the use of Collie coal against the
imported article, and that it was stted
that unless a considerable reduction
could be obtai ned, it was be-tter to en tirel y
discontinue the use of Collie coal upon
our railways. In the report of 1902 the
price of Newcastle coal was stated as
28s. lid., and this report was entirely
condemnatory of the use of Collie coal
on the railways. Collie coal was then
l3s. The last report which we have now
before us states that Newcastle coal had
fallen by 6is. 6d. per ton and that Collie
coal had fallen only 3d. per ton. I beg
once more to comment upon the fact that,
because the Government inserted this Rail-
war Bill in the Governor's Speech, there is
no mention whatsoever, one way' or the
other, of this matter by the C ommissio ner
of Railways who took the place of the
General Manager. If we are to have a
fair report, and if we are expected to
give an unbiased opinion in regard, to
this matter, the least the Commissioner
of Railways might have done after these
repeated condemnations on the use of
Collie coal, if he had made up, his mind
that it was better for the State to use
Collie coal in preference to the imported
article, was to say so in this report.

Ma. REID: Did you read the evidence
of those persons who gave evidence before
the commission on Collie coal?

Ma. THOMAS: I have not seen it.
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MR. REID tYou ought to have seen it.
MR. THOMAS: I would like to say

that I am dealing with the highest
authority we can have placed before us.

Mr. EID: You are not dealing with
the latest authority.

Ma. -THOMAS: The date of this
report is the 30th September, 1908. 1
would ask the member for Mount Barges
if he can produce any evidence later than
that dateP

MR. EID: You said just now that the
present Commissioner did not give any
report.

MRt. THOMAS: The hon. member was
not in his place when I said that the
Commissioner gave us simply the bare
columns of figures without any comment,
notwithstanding the fact that for years
past the General 'Manager of Railways
had repeatedly condemned the use of
Collie coal, and that our Commissioner,
Mr. George, gives us a report without
saying one word, good, bad or indifferent
in connection with this matter. He gives
us just a bald statement of figures, a re-
production of prviu figures, in order
to bring the sttitcs up to date. I
only judge from this that the Comnmis-
sioner is forced to indorse the remarks oif
the previous Acting General Manager:
and of Mr. Davies, General Manager of
Railways, who condemned the use of Collie
coal as against the imported article.
We have had that matter before this
House frequently during the present
Parliament, and in looking up these
records I find that the question of the
use of this Collie coal had been frequently
before the consideration of the House oin
previous occasions, and we were all agreed

up on this point-I believe I made myself
ecar upon it-that if we could take a
little of our general revenue to give a
bonus to the people running these mines
in the Collie district we were prepared to
do it, but we were not prepared to see
reports coming to this House year after
year showing the country to be losing
scores of thousands of pounds every year
for what the General Mlanager considered
at useless article in comparison with the
imported article from Newcastle.

Ma. EWING: [ am surprised at you.
Mn. THIOMAS: I am giving bare

facts and figures from reports given to
the House, printed by the Government
Printer, and bound in the blue books. I

give my opinion upon the question, and
I have a right to do so. I read the

Ireports written by acknowledged experts
of the Government, and the hon. member
Rays he is surprised that 1, as a member
of this Rouse, should dare to read to the
House the information which it has at
its disposal, and which the member for
the South-West Mining District has
probably not read. If he had read it,
he bad not the pluck to tell the House.
I have dealt with that one sub-point of
the use of coal for our locomotives. I
would say in 'all seriousness, as the member
for that district is present-and I have
said the same thing repeatedly in this
tHoeo previous occasions-if I thought

tebuilding of this railway line which
we are asked by the Government to con-
sent to would mean any permanent benefit
to the people of Collie, if I thought it
would mean any permanent benefit to the
people of Western Australia, I would vote
for this line at any time my vote was asked
for; but how can I, sent to this House in
order to do my best not only to safe-
guard the interests of the people who
sent me here, but to safeguard the in-
terests of the public of Western Aus-
tralia, stand up in this House and say
I am prepared to follow the Government,
that I am prepared to follow their hacker
in the matter, the member for the South-
West Mining District, the man who

prpsed it first and put it before them ?
How could Igoo 10o the country and say I
advocated the deliberate waste of half-a%-
million of this country' 's money upon a
wild-cat project placed before us by the
Government to-night ? I cannot do it.
I am giving my argument, and I hope
before I have finished I shall convince
every member of this House, the member
for the South-West Mining District
included, notwithstanding he exclaimed
it was a shame I should attack a project
of his. I hope I shall be able to induce
him to stand up in this House and say
he is sorry he ever asked the Government
to give a conc-ession of the sort, and
that he is prepared to withdraw if the
Government will withdraw a madcap
scheme like they, have presented to the
House to-night. I have dealt with the
question of the coal from the locomotive
point of view. Later on when we come
to the Railway Estimates I shall be able
to go into full details as to whether it is
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tight and proper we should be asked, for
outq line of railway, to pay the exorbi-
tanut bonus we are asked to give to that
district. I say again that if the Collie
coal industry cannot exist except under
the fictitious advantages now enjoyed,
if it cannot exist and compete in the open
market, if it means that only by repeated
bonuses, terrific bonuses being given, not
only by' the country losing some scores of
thousands of pounds by carrying their
coal at a big; loss, but also by voting
money in the way of muleting our rail-
way expense to the extent, as one of the
Commissioners states, of £40,000 a year,
which we have no right to put upon our
railways, if it wants all this kind
of thing to, keep going an inidus-
try employing the number of men
that industry emiploys, let us close the
industry and let the men be more pro-
fitably employed in the State, or let them
go somewhere else in the Commonwealth
where they can be more profitably em-
ployed. I amn not going to vote to give
bonus after bonus to an industry which
cannot exist, or which has been proved
at anty rate for al these years to be
unable to exist upon its own merits,
Ever since the project has been placed
before this House the main point kept
before us has been that this line is
wanted primarily in order to give coal
to the goldields, which some are crying
out every day cannot exisit without it.
When I came into this House a most -

three years ago, I had the pleasure of
listening to the maiden speech by the
member for the South-West Mining Dis-
trict, some extracts from which I will
quote to him later on, in which be stated
there was only from two to three years'
supply of firewood upon our goldflelds,
and that then we must construct the
Collie line in order to give them fuel to
carry on their operations, otherwise the
mines upon the Eastern Goldfields would
be forced to close down. That time has
elapsed since, and the mines are still
going. I have given repeated estimates
in thi House regarding the fuel supply
upon the Eastern Goldfields, figures and
estimates which necessarily I will be
cow pelled to repeat to the House to-night
in order to place the House in full pos-
session of the facts when dealing with
this matter. Every estimate T myself
have given to the House has been proved

to be most conservative. Estimates of
the amount of timber available upon the
Eastern Goldfields have been recently
made at the instigation of the Govern-
nient. This is published in the Wesl
Anstralian and Morning Herald of the
5th December. These estimates at any
rate, whatever they muay be worth, show
that there is more timber available upon
the goldfields than when I gave estimates
to thec House some LB months, 2 years,
and 2.1 years ago. The member for the
South-West Mining District, in dealing
with this matter, wrote a, letter to the
Premier. The Morning Herald of the
23rd November contains the follow-
ing :

A. Private Report.
The Financial Aspect.
Will the Line Pay?

Mr. Ewing says it Will.
In a letter to the Premier dealing with the

possibilities of the railway, Mr. 3. Ewing,
M.1-A., states : "I have divided the questio'n
into four separate parts, and will deal with
thema as concisely as possible, viz., (i) route,$ 2) cost of line, (3) revenue to be derived
fromi line, and (4) agricultural possibilities.
Route.-The line now being located is, in my
opinion, the only possible one, considering the
nature of the country. It has been arrived at
after careful contouring: it is also the most
direct line that can be obtained, and this is a
great consideration, seeing the primary object
of the line is the carriage of coal to the gold-
fields."1
I want to pin the lion, member for the
South-West -Mining District to thiat
point. Here is a report which be wrote
to the Premier, -and on which I presumie
the Premier introduced the Bill. The
report is not dated, but it was published
in the Morni-ny Herald of 23rd November.
It states: -

The maxinuin grade is 1 in 60, which is -a
good workable one. The survey, although not
called a permninent one, is to all intents and
purposes such, as it is carefully located, well
marked, and of such a nature generally as to
allow of accurate estimates being obtained as
to the cost of construction.

Cost of Line.-My estimate of the czost of
construction is es under -- owt per mile,
£1l,500-for 70 miles, £103,000; permanent way,
etc., per mile, X500-for 70 muiles, X66.000;
total cost fvithout rolling-stock), £161,000.
It seems to me that sufficient willing-stock will
shortly be in the country to work this extra
length of line, as well as others now under
consideration. However, should it he con-
sidered necessary to provide for extra rolling-
stock this would be about £800 per wile, which
would amount to £456,000 for 70 miles, and
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would then wake the total cost of the first
section £2217,000. Estimating interest aid
sinking fund at 5 per cent, per annum it would
be necessary to make a profit of £8,050 over
and above working expenses and maintenance
on the first estimate of cost, viz., £161,000, to
make the line a paying one ,and £10,850 on
the second estimate of cost, via., £9217,000.

1 want to pin the hon. member down to
that, and I will destrov his argument so
that he will not recogn Ise it. The extract
continues:-

Revenne from Line-I would first desire to
point out that the present railway line from
Collie to Brunswick will at an early date be
unable to carry the traffic owing to the opening
out of new collieries at Collie and the con-
sequent increased production of coal, It
would be a very expensive matter to improve
the grades upon the present line from Collie
to Brunswick owing to the nature of the
country, and I am inclined to think the
regrading would cost almost as much as the
original conkstruction, and then there would
not be any very great improvement. The
steep grades on this line and the small
loads carried over the line in consequence
make it difficult to carry the coal at a
profit at Id. per ton per mile. The opening
of the briquette workis at an early date in
Bua'vury will greatly increase the traffic over
this line, and I anticipate that in the near
future a bunkering trade will be an established
fact, the coal now being opened out in the
south-eastern part of the coialfield, in my
opinion, being suitable for that trade. This
increased "tre will mnore than prove sufficient
to tax the line to its utmost. The opening of
the first section of the Coliic-Goldfields line
seem; to me the inly solution of the diflictilty
which mest arise in the near future. The
opening of the Coolgardie water sche-me will
greatly increase the demand for Collie coal,
and seeing There are six pumping stations
east of Northain the value of this section of
railway line will at once he apparent. I
estimate also that the grades being favour-
able, viz., I in 60, loads of 200 tons can be
taken from Collie, as against 60 to So tons over
the present line. This in itself should enable
the department to carry the coal at jd. per
ton per mile, and perhaps even less, at a
profit. The distance to the goldfields vic
the Great Southern line will be 20 miles less
than. via Perth, which moans about is- per ton
on the coal.
I am giving these figutres because I intend
to deal with them in detail later on.
The extract says that if we take the hon.
member's figures at one halfpenny per
ton, which he says should be a remnunera-
tive rate, that would only mean 10d.
The report goes on to say:

Considering all these facts, I feel sure that
a large amount of coal will find its way to the
goldfields for consumption. The coal could

be delivered at Kalgoorlie for about 80s. pe
ton, and I think at that price even at thi
present time it would command a fair market
The bon. member tells us to-night thin
with a direct line it can be done for 24 s
6d. ; but in the report published o'
November 23 he telle us it can he don,
at 30s. per' ton. The report farthe

tA year or two ago Collie coal was taboo
Itroughout the State; to-day we find thi
industry flourishing, and I feel sure th4
prejudice against it will soon disappes
entirely. The coal now being opened on

Ion the south-eastern part of the field will
Iin my opinion, greatly enhance the prospect
iof the field. My estimate of the traffic, ore:
this new line, and the revenue to be derive(
therefrom, is as follows -Coal required fo,
pumping stations cast of Northam, Coolgardii
Water Scheme 30,000 tons per annum. Coa

Irequired for locomotive purposes stations eggs
of -Northam and Great tithern Railway line
calculated on mileage basis, 030,000 tons pai
annum. Estimate of coal to be sold on thi
Eastern Goldfields, 60,00 tons per annum
Total amnount of coal to be carried, l50,uLM
tons per annum.
I point out even now when the mewmber b
fully seized of the factAs in regard to tht
am3ount Of tim ber available on the gold
fields, in his private report lie states thai
out of the 150,000 tons per annum
60,000 tons is f or a, consumtion which hi
anticipates to be required on the Easteri
Goldfields. The report goes on to say.: - -

The distance of the first section being 7(
wiles and the rate a i5d. per ton per mile, witi
a terminal charge of Is. per ton, the freight or
150,000 tons of coal for the year will amouni
to £39,000. The probable freight on timbci
will be, say, £25,000 a year, and on ngricultur2
products back traffic, etc., £1,000 a year, thii
making a total revenue of tlG,000 per annunt
over the 70 miles. It goes without saying
that, the Great Southern line being fed witi
this traffic, its earning capacity must great3
increase. Taking the revenue at £36,000, ani
allowing 70 per cent. of this to be absorbed it
working expenses, miaintenace, ate,. amount
Ing to £224,500, a balance would remain ol
£910,500, being sufficient to pay interest ani

Isinking fund at 5 per cent. per annum on thE
highest estimated cost of £217,000, and about
64 per cent. on the lowest estimated cost o)I

There again the hon. member is totally
unfair. He knows the working expeusvt
Ka over SO per cent. I think they art
82 per cent , but conveniently for himelf
he takes 70 per cent. The extract
continues :

The revenue will at first be chiefly derived
f rom the coal traffic, but as the land becomes

collie-1varrogin 1wimay Bill.
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closely settled along the route of the railway
and the timber lands are opened up, the
revenue from these sources willl be greater.
'rhoopening of this section of railway would
give a great impetus to the coal industry, and
the population of Collie, which is now about
3,000, would seen double, and Collie in itself
would be a splendid market for the settlers
along the proposed railway line. It will be
seen from the foregoing that I am of opinion
that this line will pay its way from the
inception, to say nothing of the agricultural
lands to be opened up along the route and the
con sequent benefit to the State therefrom.
It will be noticed from this report that
practically the only argument advanced
by the hion. member (Mr. Ewing), when
submitting his proposal to the Premier,
is that the line is needed to carry coal for
use on thd Government railways and on
the goldfields. Only as a last considera-
tion does he refer to the settlement of
agricultural land, thereby practically
proving my contention that the greater
part of the land to be traversed by pro.
posed route No. 2 is practically worthless
for agricultural purposes, or will be for
some considerable time while we have
first-class land available. I do not think
even the bp~n. member will tell the House
that the land Coloured white on the map
is first-class land. We have heard what
the member for the Williams (Hon. F.
H. Piesse) has said; and the House will
doubtless respect his opinions on farming
matters. Practically from boyhood he
has had experience in every part of the,
State ; and I prefer to take his opinion
for my guidance rather than the opinion
of a professional man who knows as much
about farming as 1 do, and that is very
little. I would point out that the hon.
member (Mr. Ewing), according to this
report, estimates that the cost of the line
will be £2217,000. That works out at a
little over £2,000 per mile.

[MR. IIIoRAN called attention to the
state of the House. Bells rung and
quorum i formed.]

MR. THOMAS: I am prepared to
agree with the hon. member's estimate;
because 1, in giving estimates for rail-
ways which T advocated, have taken as
fair an estimate of about £2,000 per
mile, excludin~g rolling-stock. But in
reply to my arguments, the Government,
and the Premier especially, characterised
my estimate as altogether too low. This
statement can he corroborated from Ken-
sard. The Government have repeatedly

said that the capital cost of our
State railways approximates to £6,000
per mile, and that I had no right to mis-
lead the House by estimating the cost
at £2,000 per mile exclusive of rolling-
stock. I claim that my estimate was
fair, as is that of the hon. member (Mr.
Ewing) ; but the Government, because
they are now dealing with a Bill which
they indorse, do not attack the hon.
member's estimate, though it is the samne
as mine. When I maintained that a
certain work would cost £400,000 the
Government said it would cost one and a-
quarter millions; and their figures were
based on the departmental estimate that
the capital cost was approximately £6,000
per mile. But I object to the Govern-
ment saying that this Collie-Narrogin
line can be built for a paltry quarter of
a million of money, when they, in
opposing other railways to which the
consent of the House was asked, trebled
and quadrupled the figures propounded
by the members ad vocating those railways.
I object to anything of this sort being
done, and now I bind the Governiment
down to this. They know full well that
in answer to a previous statement that a
line of railway could be built for a little
over £2,000 per mile, made on quotations
given by the late Engineer-in- Chief and
Sir John Forrest, the late Premier,
when a railway was proposed to this
House for consideration, the Government
objected to the statement and said :"No;
you will have to take the cost, to ask
this House to take it into consideration,
at £5,800 per mile." Those were the
figures, 1 believe; but X6,000 per mile is
near enough. The pi-oposal now made is
for 83 miles of line from Collie to
Narrogin, and I will take the figures
which the Governmenti are so careful to
rm dowu our throats on occasions when
it suits them, and throw them back at
the Government and ask them to use
those figures in this debate, that it will
cost £6,000 per mile to build the line,
these being the figures the Government
have given to me. This proposed rail-
way would therefore mean an expendi-
ture of £498,000, and the Government
come down here at the tail-end of the
session and ask the House to carry it
out.

MR. STONE: I beg again to call atten-
tion to the state of the House.
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THE PutER:- I submit this is not
being done bona fide. There is aquorumn
within the precincts of the House.

MR. STONE: There is no quorum at
present in the Chamber. This is a matter
involving the expenditure of Dearly a
million of money.

Mn. EWING: It is nothing of the
kind.

THzE SPEAKER: Let the hells lie
rung.

[Bells rung.]
[Mr. STON E proceeded beyond the liar

of the House.]
TH4E TREASURER : Can the mewm her for

the Greenough leave the Chainber after
having drawn attention to the state of
the House ?

THE SPEAKER : The bon. mnember
must not leave the House.

THRE PREmmi: These tricks mnay do
for Greenough, but not for this House.

[Ma. STONF returned to his, seat;
quorum formed.]

Ma. THOMAS (continuing):. I was
referring to the cost of the railway, and
I pointed out that, if in one*- case the
Government ask us to helieve that an
expe~nditure of £6,000 per mnile is neces-
sary to build a railway, then for heaven's
sake let the Government be consistent and
let them bring facts and fig.ures to hear on
an argument in this House, and let then
give us statistics as to the probable
revenue from the railway so that we can
see whether it can pay interest and sink-
ing fund upon the expenditure of what
they themselves know must be necessary
to build it, X498,000 of the country's
money. I am. not going for one moment
to consent without full inquiry being
inatlo, to cast my vote in favour of the ex-
penditure of this vast sumu of money either
out of revenue or out of money to be bor-
rowed for this specific work; and l intend
to use every argument in ii power to con-
vince membGers that this railway can wait,
and that at any rate before the Govern-
ment ask us to consent to this expendi-
ture they might, out of respect to the
House, give ius a few more details, a few
more figures, and a few more reports
than the paltry ones they have placed at
our disposal in connection with this
matter. Now, as regards the require-

ments -of the goldfields in th is connection,
I would repeat that, in their reports
and in their speeches in this House, the
Government and the member for the
South-West Mining, whom I bind down
to these statements, have repeatedly told
us that the main thing the line is to be
constructed for is to cheapen the cost of
coal to the goldfields, which, by the way,
have never expressed any desire to have
the coal. Mfines. have tried Collie coal in
times gone by to their cost, and they do
not want to try it for the next 2.5 or S6
years at any rate. I want to read a few
facts and figures regarding the supply of
coal upon the goldflelds, and regarding
the supply of timber which is available
as opposed to coal. The member for the
South-West Mining has repeatedly told
us that in his opinion there is only some
two or three years' supply of fuel avail-
able for the working of the mines in
Kalgoorlie and the (other mining centres
upon the Eastern Goldfields. I told him
in reply to his speech sonic two years ago
that I quite recognised the member for
the South-West Mining was more corn-
petent to judge as to the producing
ca])acity regarding timbher of- the land ou
the Eastern Goldfields and as to what
fuel was available, than the goldffields
members who repeatedly travelled over
the district. The hon. member then
dared to give this House an estimate of
the amount of timber available, never
having seen it for himself; and hie again
repeats in this debate, and on every
possible opportunity in this House
and in public, through the medium
of the Press, that we only have
two or three years' supply of fire-

Iwood available upon the goldifields.
The hon. member for the South-West
Mining has said so. We cannot con-
tradict it, for it must be so. However, I
would like to give some other opinions
besides my own. I gave an estimate to
this House that there was some 14
years' supply of fuel. upon the goldields.

the on. member on that occagion
interjected 11 rot," or " nonsense," or
something of that sort. The Royal
Commission which was appointed b y this
Government to inquire into the timber
question has recently been collecting
evidence on the goldields, and has taken
all the evidence available upon this
question which has so much to do with
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the matter now under review in this
House. It examined witnesses-and I
take it on a Royal Commission witnesses
are put on oath-and so far as I can
gather in conversation with members of
that Commission, the most conservative
estimate given by anyone was that we
had 15 years' supply of firewood on the
goldfields, and that some of the witnesses
went as high as 30 years. The Bill will
not be disposed of for some considerable
time yet, and it is my intention to-
morrow to give notice of a series of
questions which I intend to ask the
member for Kanowna, because you, Mr.
Speaker, as chairman, of that Commis-
sion, would not be able to reply to me.
I intend therefore to ask another member
of the Commission a series of ques-
tions to allow this House to have full
particulars regar-ding the evidence given
of the timber available on the goldfields,
and I think that when those questions
are answered by the member for Kanowna.
the House will agree that every estimate
I have given relative to the fuel supply
has been an under-estimate, and that
even the report I am about to read from
Mr. Kelso is a considerable under-estimate
of the timber actually available for these
mines. I would like to point out that
the estimates which have been given, as I
understand it, to the Royal Commission,
and also the estimates which have been
prepared and sent to the Government by
Mr. Kelso, the forest ranger, allow for an
increased consumption of coal. If there
is, however, from 20 to) 30 years' supply
of fuel for the goldflelds, allowing for an
increased consumption at Kalgoorlie, I
would leave it to the House itself to
figure out what period the timber will be
available for, if there is a decreased con-
sumption of that fuel for Kalgoorlie to
the extent of some 25 to SO per cent. in
the near future. The majority of the
timber which has been used there has
been for the roasting 6f the ore. We
know full well that for some months past
minute details have been given by the
various managers as to the working costs
of the different mines, and it has been
shown that the costs have been largely
decreasing during the last I8 or 20
months. But what concerns the question
of the fuel supply for the fields is this
fact. The Great Boulder Perseverance

and the Great Boulder, both of which
are using the dry method of ore treat-
ment for tellurides and sulphide ore in
the Kalgoorlie district, are giving full
detailed costs of that treatment, as also
are the Lake Way, Oroya. and the Brown-
hill, which are using the Diehl process,
and also the Ivanhoe, that is the ordinary
battery process, The Diehl process and
the Ivanhoe process are both wet pro-
cesses, and it has been shown conclusively,
as far as the ordinary layman can
judge from the costs published in our
papers, that there is no comparison
of costs permissible between the dry
treatment of these ores and the wet treat-
ment, and it is only a question of time
when, I take it, the whole of the Kal-
goorlie mines will do away with their
furnace treatment and will go in for the
wet treatment of their ores in preference,
that being cheaper. This would neces-
sarily mean a very huge reduction in the
amount of firewood consu med by those
mines; so I think as to the estimates I
gave the House regarding the consuinp-
tion of the mines at Kalgoorlie, instead
of taking, as Mr. Kelso does, 380,000
tons per annum as against 360,000 tons,
I will be quite satisfied to take some
280,000 to 800,000 tons as against
360,000 tons now being consumed. It is
most unfortunate the g overnmnent should
have made this report available at so
critical a time, and I can only interpret it
to mean that the Government are exceed-
ingly half-headted in this matter, and
that they would be absolutely disap-.
pointed if a majorit 'y of this House voted
with them to carry the second reading
of the Bill. The report is absolutely
condemnatory of the main factors put
forward, not only by the Minister for
Lands, but the Premier and the member
for the South-West Mlining District, who
has advanced the claims of this railway.
I anm surprised at its being published if
the Government are in earnest, and locan
only come to the conclusion, as a lot of
other members in this House have done,
that the Government are not sincere, and
that they would be intensely disappointed
if the House did not throw the Bill out
on the second reading, move the Chair-
man out of the Chair in Committee, or
reject the measure on the third reading-
I am inclined to think that if the House
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passed the second reading, the Govern-
ment 'would withdraw the Bill because of
the lack of time to give it proper con-
sideration in Committee. Later on I will
read the reports given to the House for
the last three years in this matter; but I
want to read the latest report first., and
then I will come back to the first report,
and I will give the report read by the
member for the South-West Mining D is-
trict and show how absurd were the
estimates he wished the House to believe,
how I considerably under-estimated the
timber available, and how the mai n argu-
ments advanced in favour of thir line
have absolutely fallen to the ground.
The West Australian of the 5th Decemnber
contains the following -

Eastern Goldfields firewood supplies: n
teresting departmental return-

THE SPEAKER: The bon. member can-
not read anything with regard to a6
debate in this House.

MR. THOMAS: No. I amt reading
Mr. Kelso's report.

Tus SPEarsaL: It can be read if it
has not been the subject of debate in thu
House before.

Mn. THOMAS: No. This report.
was called for, and it was published
only the other day. It was called for
on the motion by the member for West
Ferth (Mr. Moran), who asked for the
production of any reliable data in the
possession of the department concerning
the future supplies within a feasible area
of the consuming centres, and the return
obtained in response consists of reports
by Mr. E. Kelso, the forest ranger at
Croolgardie. The report in the West
Australian--I am reading from the paper
as being better got at than the report
which now lies on the table of this
Rouse-says.

In the Legislative Assembly on Thursday,
the Minister for Works laid on the table an
interesting return dealing with the firewrood
supplies at the principal mining centres on the
Eastern Goldfields, and which had been called
for by Mr. Moran, member for West Perth.
Mr. Kelsos first report is as follows :- Fromn
returns compiled in January, 19013, the approxi-
mate timber supply at the various big mininIf
centres in communication with the State rail-
way system works out to about an average of
twenty years' supply, taking the present con-
sumption as a basis. To obtain this timber,
tramnways will have to be laid into the more

remote belts, but capital will always be found
for this, and a steady demand will always
create a supply. The present annual con-
sumption is as follows on the Eastern Gold-
fields:-

I will deal with these various goldfields
later on to show that, in my opinion, inl
at large number at any rate, the con-
sumption is going to decrease in the near
future.

Yilgarn.-Consuimption:. 10,300 tons ; aver-
Iago price paid, 16s. per cord.

(Joolgardie. - Consumption. 28,720 tons;
Iaverage price paid, 14s. 6d. to 21a. per cord.

Ma. %loRnz;: How much is that?
Ma. THOMAS: A cord is equal to

itwo tons; some call it a little bit more.
Iam glad of the interjection, because

it allows members to judge for themn-
selves.

East Coolgardie. -Consumption:- 375,600
tons;- average price paid, 13a. per ton.

Mat. ATKINS: East Coolgardie is down
to 12s. now.

MRs. THOMAS: Yes; I will make a
note of that.

North - East Coolgardie - Consumption:
16,800 tons; average price paid, 17s. per cord.
Broad Arro-Consumption: $,500 tons- aver-
age price paid, 12s. per ton and 17s. per cord.
Menzies- Consumption: About 25,000 tons;
average price paid, from 17s. to 20s. pet
cord.

Under the present system of timber tramn.
way licenses an area of over 1,100 square
miles of timber country is now within the
zone of operations, equal to an output of
3,600,000 tons of timiber- (exclusive of the
State forests)-and there is about three time!
that area of country yet to be placed in com-

Imunication with the various centres, either b3
extensions of present tramways, or the con.
struction of new propositions.

II shall1 have something to say about the
State forests made on the goldfields. Wf
have advocated State forests, but we
recogn ise that* the areas granted for StatE
forests on the gold fields are too large,
and later on some of it should be madE
available for cutting timber for the mines
This report goes on to say,

All the country five miles south of th(
Eastern Railway is as yet untouched, sne
contains some of the best forest land on thE
golddields. At the outlying mines the follow,
ing State forests bare been garzetted. Ox
comparison, it will be seen that some of thesi
reserves are entirely out of proportion to thE
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demand for timber that is being made within
them-

District.

Balgarrie .
Ilurbanks . ..
Broad Arrow
Bulong ..
Cash mans

Gibrsalter
Guilbaldie
Onarlbine
Jourdie Hills
Kalpini ..
Kunanealling
Mulgaritie
Waverley
Yerdi ..

mils.
10
60

Soo,
156
00
14
15
85
9

51
108
211
130'A
233

54

Es. No.
tons.

'25,000
10,0(0

350,000
3001000
130,000

9,000
30,000

150,000
25,000

100,000
210,000
816,000
200,000
400
162,000

1,507 2,467,000

C, per Year
Unnum. supply.

100 L250
7,500 14
- t
5,000 60

900 10

3,00)0 60
- 11
3,100 88
1,080 4f
5,600 50
3,200 66

1,080 *

30,60
*Approximate. t Mlostly supplied from timber

"on"n1  : Very little timber usd. § Mines
N Iot I. O1e smal.,l windl"asshow being

worked. T Not working regularly. -Not
working.

In addition, there are a number of smaller
timber reserves for special purposes, all of
which will eventually be open for cutting.

The totals hear distinctly on this point,
for they have to come into the considera-
tion eventually. I will show later on
that these figures have to be practically
doubled.

South of the railway, including the Hfamp-.
ton Plains Estate, but excluding all Govern-
ment reserves, there is approximately 4,520,'000
tons of timber, mining and firewood, that
could be operated on at 13s. per ton. This,
alone, represents a. full twelve years' supply,
bringing the total supply up to twenty
years, As to what the timber is like farther
afield;, I am not in a, position to make any
definite statements, as the restrictions of
a limited travelling allowance have not
enabled me to become so thoroughly ac-
quainted with the more outlying timber
belts as I would have desired. As an example
of the position of the more outlying mining
centres, I take the Burbanka districts.

Mn. MoxAN: Do you call iBurbanks
outlying"?1

MsR. THOMAS : It is only five miles
from Coolgairdie. I am dealing with the
estimates of timber close to the town.
Mr. Kelso points out that Burbanks is
an outlying district; hence if we have a
24 years' supply close to the town, in
this so-called outlyinkg district, I leatve it
to members to decide whether my con-
tention is not correct, that we need not
trouble for 40 or 50 year to bring a, line
from Collie to the gold~fields to supply
fuel which the goldields do not want

and 'which they would not use. The
report continues -

Since 1898 the consumption of firewood has
been about 700 tons per monthi, or equal to an
average annual output of 8,400 tons, or a total
for six years of 43,200 tons, Yet all this
wood fuel has beeon obtained from less than
twenty-two square miles, equal to 2,300 tons
ppr square mile, exclusive of the firewood cut
previous to 1898, and the large quantity of
mining timber that has been cut off the airea
in question. The requirements of this district
are now to be met by the construction of a
timber tramway, which will enable the mines
at this centre to obtain their timber supplies
4t a reduced rate and for such an extensive
number of years that the matter is too far
ahead to take into serious consideration.

EEnclosure.J-East Coolgardie Goldfield,
1900-1 :Consumption, 360,700 tons; price,
14s.; conveyed to Boulder from Government
rail way sidings, 164,000 tons; from Kurra-
wan g Tramway Company, 198,000 tons; canted
by road, 8,700 tons. 1901-2 . Consumption,
4859,750 tons; price, 14s. , conveyed to Boulder
from Government railway sidings, 249,080
tons; from Kurrawsng Tramway Company,
183,000 tons; from Broad Arrow Timber Com-
pany, 11,000 tons; carted by road, 16,700 tons.
1002-3.-Consumption, 375,600 tons (decrease
on the year caused by closing of condensers on
opening of the water scheme): price 13s.;
conveyed to Boulder from Government rail-
way sidings, 28,000 tons; from Kurrawang
Tramway Company, 205,0030 tons; from Kan-
owns, Timber Company, 40,660 tons (including
minzing timber); from Broad Arrow Timber
Company, 06,000 tons; and carted by road
8.0W tons. Total area cut out (three years),
342 square miles. A large portion of the area
had been cut over prior to the commencement
of the term.

And we find that the timber reserves of
the Government cover 1,507 square
miles-an infinitesimal portion of the
timber country available on the gold-
fields. I am glad to be able to read now
certain figures which I quoted in replying
to a speech made by the member for the
South-West Mining District (Mr. Ewing)
in proposing a motion "1That in the
opinion of this House the construction of
the Collie coalfields railway would be for
the benefit and advancement of this
State, and that in view of its importance
steps be taken for its construction with
the least possible delay.'

MR. HASTIE: Was that motion car-
riedP

MRt. THOMAS: No; I think it lapsed.
On the 18th September, 1901, 1 said z

I should like heartily to congratulate the
mover for the exceedingly able manner in
which he has put before the House what
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appeared to me to be exceedingly weak argu-
ments. I want to say, at the start, that there
is no man in the House, even including the
hon. member himself, who is more desirous
than I am for the progress and prosperity of
Collie and of the West Australian coal in-
dustry. I have seen Collie for myself. I
spent some time there, and having investi-
gated everything in connection with the Collie
coal, I say it behoves this country to do every-
thing it can to foster and encourage that
industry. As regards Collie coal, I have had
the pleasure of seeing a most magnificent fire
in the grate of the house of the member for
the district; and I do not desire to see any
better coal for household purposes than the
same Collie coal. If the lion. member can
substantiate his figures. that the timber
supply on the goldfields will not last more
than twelve or fifteen months-

Mr. Ewing: I did not say that.
Several members: Two or three -years.
Mr. Thomas: Well, if he said two or three

years, were that the case, I would ay the timie
appears to hare arrived when means should he
taken to provide a fuel supply for the gold-
fields at a cheap rate;, but I do not see
how the figures as given to this House
can stand a moment's looking into. Of
course we have a. largA number of goldfields
members in this House, mostly residing on the
goldfields out of session, and who have been
residing there five or six years in many
instances, many of them also being intimately
associated with the mining industry during
the whole of that period; and those members
must have driven from one end of the
auriferous belt to the other, and must know
the amount of timber there. Well, I say all
of us who know those fields must bow to the
superior knowledge of the member who repre-
sents Collie and the South-We-st Mining Dis-
trict.

Tnn MINISTER Pon LANDS: Hear,
hear.

MR. THOMAS: At that time the
Minister did not interject "1 Rear, bear"
to these remarks on the member for
South-West Mining.

Thni MINISTER FoR LANDS:- Is that
your speechI You are reading inter-
jections.

M R. THOMAS: I will continue:-

I have gone into this matter carefully,
thoroughly, and systematically with Kalgoorlie
mine managers, who are satisfied that we have
a sufficient supply of wood to last us from 12
to 14 years. The State forest ranger, Mr,
Kelso. whose figures the hon. member has re-
ferred to, went into the matter very carefully,
and read a paper on it before the Aession of
the Australian Institute of Mining Engineers
held in Kalgoorlie only a few weeks ago. Mr.
Kelso is employed by the Government for the
whole of his time, and he baa nothing else to
attend to but his business as forest ranger.
He ought, therefore, to be in a position to give

an estimate, and perhaps in a better position
than even the hon. member. Mr. Kelso states
that within 25 to 28 miles of the present rail-
way system there is something like 9657 square
miles of forest country. North-west of Cool-
gardie there is 112 square miles, sou th-west of
Coolgardie 540 square miles, south of Balla-
gundi 100 square miles, and west of Ilardoc
100 square miles, whilst other smaller areas
aggregate 105 square miles. He estimates
five tons to the acre. This works out at
3,062,400 tone of firewood in this portion
alone. I have travelled the road between
Norseman aind Ocolgardie on an average once
in two months during the last few years, thus
continuously traversing that big forest belt;
and I have frequently taken a side line in
order to hare a good look at the timber
country. I have gone into the matter with
other people, who I may mention were pre-
pared, if they could get permission, to build a
private railway for the sake of the timber
alone. Those men would be careful to make
proper and correct estimates to guide them in
their work;i and the estimate of all of them,
without exception, as regards that belt of
timtber to the souLth-west of Coolgardie is five
tons per acre. Mfany of them regard it as an
exceedingly low estimate of the firewood to be
got, and say that it would be nearer the mark
to take f rom seven t) eight tons per acre. But
even at the lower estimate we have practically
seven or eight years' supply of firewood for
our Kalgoorlie mines in that locality alone.
In addition, we have the various areas of the
Hampton Plans Estate, representing another
four years' supply for the Kalgoorlie mines;
and there are other places not taken into ac-
count by Mr. Kelso. That gentleman suims tip
the whole thing by stating most emphatically
that in his opinion-and mind, he is a. man
who should know something about it-the
supply of firewood on our goldfields within 23
to 28 miles of the railway will last the Kal-
goorlie mines for fully 14 years.
That was on the 18th September, 1901.
Over a year has now elapsed and we find
thatt we have thirty years' supply, so that
i n an other twelve mounths when the Ho use
meets we will, as the result of farther ex-
amination and further reportE .bieiug
called for, find that we have something
like fifty years' supply for the mines on
the Eastern Goldfields. There is no
cause whatever for the Government to
stand up and advocate a useless track of
railway of no use either for man or beast.
I w-ill continue: -

That estimate, it must be remembered, is
irrespective of the extensive Uimber reserves
which have beeni gasetted north of Coolgardie
around other mining centres on the auriferous
belt, An enornous quantity of timber is
available there if it become necessary to use it;
but those who are interested have taken good
care to get that timber reserved for wines

[ASSEMBLY.] Railway Bill.



Collie-Naro gin [8 DECEMBER, 1903.] Railway Bill. 2573

already in operation and for those which will
be opened up later. The whole question of
fuel supply on the goldfields depends on the
comparative steam-raising capacities of Collie
coal and our local wood.
Now we are getting on to a strong point
with which I will deal in detail after I
have read this regarding the Stearaising
capacity of Collie coal and our local
wood:-

The hon. member for the S rnth-West Mining
District states that one ton of Collie coal is
equal to at least two tons of our firewood. Mr.
Kelso had several tests made for the purpose
of the paper road by him before the institute .
After spaking of oil, which does net concern
us here as a fuel, he goes on to say that, taking
the averages obtained, one pound of good steam
coal evaporates eight pounds of water, one
pound of hardwood -that is the wood we are
continually using in our mines-evaporates
five pounds of water, whilst one pound of Collie
coal evaporates six pounds of water.
That means to say that according to these
careful expert tests made at that time the
wood on the goldfields was equal to five
tons of Collie coal. This report places-
Collie coal and hardwood in the ratio of
six to five, and this deals with the point I
raised in respect to the cost of carriage of
coal in an earlier part of my speech.
showing profit or loss on the carriage of
Collie coal. [Farther extracts of the
speech read. On these portions he re-
marked as follows.] I took the distance
from Collie to Narrogin at 68 miles in this
estimate which I placed before the House
at that time. Now we find a survey of the
distance from Collie to Narrogin on the
route the hon. member asks us to sup-
port shows a distance of 83 miles, or a
distance of 15 miles more, which I ask
members to add to the estimate I gave to
the House in September, 1901, which
would make the distance from Collie to
Kalgoorlie 397 miles, or just upon 400
miles. as the hon. member stated to-day.-
I took my average price at that time at
13s. 6d.. but during 18 months the
average price has been l~s., and I will
show to the House at a later stage the
price is now ]2s. a ton, which entirely
alters the whole of the figures that have
been placed before the House. Then I
go on to deal with the question of a line
joining the Great Southern and Eastern
Goldfields railways. And here I say
these figures, which the hon. member
gave us in all seriousness at the time,
are very much in keeping with figures

he has now given, I presume also in all
seniousness-certain figures in relation
to which I wished for an adjournment in
order to cut them farther to pieces. The
hon. member stated in that speech that
the annual consumption of fuel at the
tKalgoorlie mines was 666,000 tons. I
find that Mr. Kelso in hi. report gives
absolutely the figures taken from the
carters, taken from the railway receipts
at the various stations. His report
shows that the consumption in 1900-1
was 360,700 tons, in 1901-2 459,760
tons, and in 1902-3 375,600 tons. The
member for the South-West Mining
District gave us figures which could not
bear one moment's looking into, and
which the official reports we now have
upon the table-given us at the instiga-
tion of the Ministers themselves -prove
to have been absolutely defective in their
accuracy ;

The hon. member (Mr. Ewing) has given us
as the yearly consumption of wood at Kal.
goorlie 666,000 tons, whereas the mine
managers themselves estimate the total con-
sutnption at Kalgoorlie for the mines at about
1,000 tons per day, and for the rest of the
district from 400 to 500.
You will see that I over-estimated the
consumption, as did I under-estimuate the
amount of fuel avaLilable. [Extract read.]
That was the estimate I placed before the
House on the 18th September. 1901,
which members (an see for themselves if
they take the reports of the House.

MR. WALLACE: What did you say in
1902 ?

MR. THOMAS: If we can believe the
report which appeared in the West Aus-
tralian of only a day or two ago sand the
Aforning Herald of the same date, I
under-estimated the supply of timber
available, and I over-estimated the price
at which the timber could be sold. I
over-estimated the consumption on the
Kalgoorlie belt when I gave the final
figures as the amount available on the
Kalgoorlie belt. Last session, on the
20th August, 1902, 1 dealt again with
this question of the timber reserves when
I was replying to farther remarks, and
farther equally funny figures given by
the member for the South-West Mining
District. I was then dealing with a
motion urging the desirability of a cer-
tain railway on the attention of the
House. I was dealing with one very
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small portion of the area available on the
Eastern Goldfields. We have, as I have
shown in may last figures, to come down
to the bedrock of the matter. We have
first of all to prove and find out as best
we can what are the relative merits of the
coal.

Ma. STONE: I desire to call attention
to the state of the House, and ask that
an adjournment be allowed for refresh-
ments.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. member is
out of order,

Mn. SToNE: Am I in order in askiing
that a quorum be present?

TuE SPEAKER: There is' a quorum
present.

Mn. THOMAS: We know that the
timber belt on the goldfields extends past
Menzies. We know that it extends north
and south considerably this side of Cool-
gardie, practically down past Boorabbin
until one gets to the sandy plains between
there and Southern Cross. We know it
extends to Bulong, Kurnalpi, and in that
direction, and we know there are tremen-
dous areas north of the goldfields from
an imaginary line drawn east of that,
practically along the route of the Trans-
continental line. We know there are
tremendous areas there. I was dealing
with the small portion of this area, and
I said

We know full well that a little while ago
the position looked somewhat serious for our
mines at Kalgoorlie in respect of fuel supply.
We have several reports fromi Mr. Kelso, the
State forest ranger. I would say here that
there is no one in the Hous.', including the
member for the South-West Mining District
(Mr. Ewing). who is more anxious than I to
see the Collie oalfeld advance and prosper.
I have always repeated that, and I repeat
it now in all siincerity, and I hold that I
,would do as much as the member for the
South- West Mining District for the
permanent and proper advance of the
Collie coalfield. No one in the House,
including the member for the South-
West Mining District, wishes to see the
Collie coalfields prosper more than I do.
I have seen the district myself; I have
spent some time in examining the Coal-
fields, andlIhave always votedfor anything
to develop that country. [Extrart read
referring to Esperance railway question.]
The House will no doubt pardon a
digression at this point. Wheni the
member for Greenough drew attention to

the state of the House, I was pointing
out that everything depended upon the
relative merits of the ;oal and wood for
steam raising purposes. Tests have been
made, the results of which I placed
before the House in the speech I read,
and also a speech delivered 11 months
previously. Since then tests have again
been made. Mr. Kelso made a statement
that Glbs. of wood was equal to .5lbs. of
Collie coal. This only made a very small
difference between the two things. I
gave as may estimate, which 1 think was
an exceedingly fair one, arguing very
liberally in favour of Collie coal, that it
would take 27cwt. of wood to equal
one ton of Collie coal. Since then
tests have been made by the Great
flngall mine between the timber theyi
have there and the self-same coal.
And that mine has proved, if may infor-
mnant is right-and I have every reason
to believe -he is- that only 25cwt. of
its firewood is needed to equal as fuel
one ton of Collie coal, showing con-
'elusively that the mines can go very
much farther afield for their timuber on a.
basis of one and a quarter tons of timber
to one ton of coal than if we take the
basis of S0ewt. to one ton. In my esti-
mates of the number of years' supply of
firewood I did not take even 27cwt., but
took S0cwt. in order to give the member

Ifor the Sou th-West Mining DListrict every
possible consideration. I said in my
speech of the 20th August, 1902:-

To equal one ton of Collie coal, therefore,
.2i Os. 3d. worth of timber would be necessary.
I may say here that various tests have been
made of that coal. I made a. statement here
before which I am prepared to repeat at any
time) that the outside limit of the value of
Collie coal as against the splendid firewoodwe
have on the fields is one ton of coal to 27cwt.
of our wood. One ton of the best Newcastle
coal is equal to only I a tons of our firewood
for steam ramising purposes. But in all my
calculations I have assumed that 14 tons
of our rood wouldbe necessary to equal I tan.
of Collie coal iand I think members will admit
that is a reasonable allowance to make in
favour of the coal. Therefore for coal to com-
pete with our firewood, the firewood must rise
in price to 24s. 7d., or a difference of 11s. Id.
Now this difference would allow timber for
firewood at d. per ton per train mile to be
brought 177 miles in competition with coal for
a. long way pact Norseman-in fact, beyond
the diztrict where any timber existst. At d0.
per ton per train mile, which is at present an
unpayable rate for the carriage of' Collie coal,
but which ought on a good new railway to be
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a payable rate, carriage for 382 miles means
15s, Istd; the coal at the pits. mouth is l3s., or
a total of .£1 8d. IId. At this rate wood must
therefore rise to 19s. 4<1. to allow the Collie
coal even at a railage of id. per ton per mile,
to compete with the firewood. A difference of
5s. 10d. would allow the firewood to be brought
into competition with that coal for 140 muiles.
I have not taken a different figure for the car-
riage of firewood as against that of coal; for I
claim that if we are to have a fuel supply for
our mines, whether it be coa or wood, the
railway freight for both should be the saine
per ton per mile.

It should he the same rate per truck
because we know that a truck c.annot be
loaded with more coal than will fill it to
the top, whereas firewotid will stand
almost twice the heighit of the truck.
We can therefore carry just as heavy a
load of wood in a truck as of coal; and
the two products should he carried at the
same rate per truck per mile.

Ma. WALLAcE: Competent authorities
admitted that a 1d. a ton did not show a
loss on the carriage of coal.

MRl. THOMAS: All the 'way through
I have given two sets of figures;- and
when I sum up T will take the one rate at

dper ton per mile and the other at Id.
per ton. My speech continues. [Farther
extract read.]

Tn TnE&sun: Munchiausen is dead.
Ma. THOMAS8: No. The Treasurer has

apparently resurrected him in the person
of one of his offlers whose salary hie finds.
That officer, Mr. Kelso, reports that my
fignres were a complete under-estimate.
I shall give you my estimates for 1901-2,
aud Later on my estimate for 1903.
Then I proceeded to deal with the freight
which would be realised from that timber;
but that has nothing to do with the
question before the House. I think I
have given to this House a fair number
of figures to disprove entirely the con-
tentions [THE TREASURER: You are
only on the fringe of it yet.] that have
been advanced by the Minister for lands
and the member for the South-West
Mining District that the primary object
of building this line is only the first
seetion of a line which is going to our
Eastern Goldfields. This is in keeping
with several more projects that the Go-
vernment have been putting before this
Rouse for the expenditure of half a,
million of money, the Rouse being asked
to deal with the matter after the Govern-
mnent have decided that Standing Orders

should he suspnded. I have put figures
before the Rouse which have proved they
have been denied absolutely for two years
by the muember for the South-West
Mining District; but they were backed
up by the Ministers when it suited their
books to op)pose the member for the
South-West Mining District when he sat
on the Opposition side of the House, and
were used by the late Mr. Leake in order
to quash the figures put forward by the
member for the South-West Mining
District.

Tan TREASURER: Which figures are
yours? Those for carrying coal round by
Esperance?

Mu, THOMAS:- I will come to that
directly when I deal with the proper
means of maintaining the industry.

THs MrraTn FORl WOxuKs: Your
absurd mnethod will be a change.

MR. THOMAS: I will give a proper
method in preference to the absurd
method put forward by the Govern meat.
The figures 1 have advanced were thou .ht.
to he of sufficient importance to be used
by the members of the Government when
the member for the South-West Mining
District and four or five members from
that part of the State were sitting on the
Opposition side. They are arguments
which are now laughed at and scoffed at
because these four or five members have
crossed the Rouse and are now the abject
followers of the Government.

MR. WA1LACE. 'You are showing
signs of defeat now.

Mn. TROMAS: I have given these
reci rds of the amount of timber available,
and I want to point out one or two facts
in connection with the matter. I took first
of all as an estimate S0cwt. as against
one ton, thereby allowing, according to
the latest tests made at the Great Fingal,
a. Scwt. margin or roughly over-estimating
the value of Collie coal by 17 per cent.
Members can follow these figures and
then amend them without going into
farther details. I took as an-estimate of
the cutting capacity of the land four tons
per acre, when I could by right have
taken as fi~e tons. I under-estimated,
therefore, the cutting capacity of the
land by 20 per cent. I under-estimated
the cost of the coal at the pit' -mouth. 'I
under-estimated by 15 miles the amount
of the rail journey, even if there -were a
direct railway. I took as a comparison
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1s. 6d. per ton for wood, and I showed
conclusively that for the last 12 montbs
contracts h-ave been worked, and are still
in existence with the Kanowna, Co. and
the Broad Arrow Co. for the supplying,
stacked on the mine, of fuel at
13s. per ton. I also know for a fact
that contracts have been entered into
within the last few days or the last few
weeks by the Kurrawaug Co. with some
of the mines controlled by Bewick, More-
ing. & Co. at Kalgoorlie to supply thenm
for a lengthy period with firewood at the
rate of 12s: per ton. My estimate was
l3s. 6d. per ton. We can now get the
wood for 12s. per ton. That gives us a
difference of Is. 6d. per ton. The miem-
ber for Mount Magnet claims j.d. per ton
to bW a proper rate for our railways.

MR. WALLAcE : I say competent
authorities say so.

MR. THOMAS: I am taking two
figures. Firewood is now being supplied
to these mines on contract at 12s. per
ton as agaist 13s. 6d---a difference of
is. 6d., wih would allow timber at I'd.
per ton per mile to be hauled an addi-
tional 36 miles. Oin the figures I gave to
the House previously at id. per ton per
mile we could haul timber 92 miles
farther for the cost of coal from Collie
by a direct line without any deviation
at all.

TnE TREASURER: Those are your
estimates.

Mn. THOMAS: These are Statements
of mine which have been on record in
Mfansard right from the first speech I
delivered in the House. I have repeated
them to-night, and I ask any hon. 'nem-
her to challenge them if he can, and to
bring other figures to disprove them. No
one has had the pluck to say these
fig-ures are not correct. If proof is
wanted we have the Minister for Lands
-- a real reforintg Minister who has
just come in,' and who gets ever 'ything
up-to-date on the Treasury bench-calling
fir a report at the instigation of the
member for West Perth, and we find
that as late as this month a report
was laid on the table of the House, an
official document prepared by officers
of the department, presumably compe-
tent men, showing as definitely as any
words can state that the esimiate of
this timber supply which I gave to the
House was incorrect, aind that I had

under-estimated every time, and that
when I took the consumption I had over-
estimated it. My figures, however, wvere
there for a good timne to be knocked
down, and I am glad to find that at last
the Government, which scoffed at we for
some years, throtwh their expert cannot
do an 'ything else than say that I under-
estimated, and that I was well within the
m'wrk with the figures 1 gave to the
Honse. I showed that at -gd. per ton
per mile we could haul timber 92 miles
in competition with Collie coal. I have
now shown that at 12d. per ton per mile,
at the present contract price of firewood,
we can haul it an additional 36 miles.
At W'd. per ton per mile members can
easily make the calculation for them-
selves.

MR. STONE called attention to the state
of the House.

Tas TREASURER:; Is it not getting
rather farcical ?

TnE SPEAxER: There is no quorum.
THE TREASURER: Is it not within

your power to take no notice of constant
attention being drawn by one member?

Tax SPEAKER: The Standing Order is
very clear on that matter. It says :

If any member shall take notice. or if thle
Chairman of a Committee of the whole Rouse,
on notice being taken by any member, shall
report to the Speaker that a quorum 'of mem-
b)ers ho not present, the Speaker, standing up
in his place, shall count the House; and, if a
quorum be not present within two minutes, he
shall adjourn. the House, without a question
being first put. till the next sitting day.

THE TREASURER: I think there is a
later ruling by the Speaker of the House
of Commons.

[Bells rung and quorum formed.]
MR. THOMAS (continuing) : I have

dealt with two of the sub-items I intended
to in connection with this railway pro-
ject, that is dealing with the coal question
iii regard to this matter. I have dealt
with the first heading as to whether
it was advisable for us to attempt to
bolster up an industry which could not
stand upon its own merits, and I showed
from the official reports-reports signed
by the Gera Manager, "Mr. Davies, the

Atn Manager, Mr. Short, and Com-
miso er erge-that scores upon scores

of thousands of pounds had been wasted
in this country on useless coal.

THE TREASURER:; I think you said the
Commissioner did not draw attention to it.
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MR. THOMAS: He gave the figures
but made no comment. I showed that
in regard to encouraging these few
people at the Collie we were prepared--
apparently the Government were pre-
pared, and the House backed theta up in
allowing them to continue in that course
-to -coptinue to waste thousands and
thousands of pounds of the country's
money. [Interjection by MR. EwiNG.) 1
again challenge the member for the South-
West Mining District to read the reports
for himself. He tells tue to talk sense.
If I amt not talking sense, what are we
doing as the Parliament of Western Aus-
tralia in having these blue books and the
proceedings of Parliament published? I
mnade no comments upon that matter
myself, hut I have just read what appears
in print. The hon. member says. "1talk
sense," but he never knew yet bow to
talk sense, and never will, I ami afraid.
I will challengre him to take these books
away with hm. There will be plenty of
time between now and the general election,
while the Rouse is sitting and continuing
to sit to discuss the question of the Collie
railway, and let himi go through these
hooks and see if he can get aLway front
the statement I have wade. it has cost
this countr scores of ihousands. of pounds
every year to use what has been stated by
the Ge.neral Manager to be a useless fuel
for the running of our locomotives.

TanE PRE-mIER: When did he state
that it was a useless fuel P

Mn. THOMAS:. The Premier was not
present when I dealt with that mnatter.
This appear's in the report of 1901

I place the foregoing facts before you, not
with any desire to urge you to dmsist from
using the Collie coal, but in order that you
may be fully aware of the extent to which
the department is encouraging this local in-
dustry, and of the cost which the department
is At in so doinIZ. and in order thatthiR expense
may receive attention when our working ex-
penses percentage is considered.
If that is not telling you that your Collie
coal is useless, I want to know what is
miore explicit. I repeat that these reports
state that for locouiotive purposes the
Collie coal is useless.

Ma. Ewiwa: That is absolutely un true.
MR. THOMAS: You have to compare

it with your imported coal. The genera&l
manager goes out of his way to give a
special paragraph stating that, when the
increased working expense is taken into

consideration, he wants to) be taken into
consideration also the fact that he is
forced to use an article which is not as
good as another article that is cheaper.

MIR, EWING: That is a different thing
altogether.

Mn. THOMAS:. I would say it is
useless for the pur-pose for which it is
being used.

THE PREAMIER: You cannot read
English; that is the worst of it. You
certainly cannot read English; there is
no doubt about that.

MR. THOMAS: The next report-I
quote this for the Prmier's information-

Psays:-

Otherwise there is no doubt that the itn.
ported coal will be found, at its lately reduced
rate, to be infinitely cheaper in comparison of
cost at place of consnumption and effective
results.

It has been proved by those two reports
that in comparison with Newcastle coal
Collie coal is useless for runining on our
railways. I will. alow anyone to judge
for himself whether my contention is at
correct one. These reports state as clearly
as anything can be stated that Newcastle
coal is infinitely superior, and that the
use of Collie coal is costing the country
scores of thousands of pounds.

ToR PREMIER: That was not the
,statement I questioned. You said the
reports stated that Ocilie coal was useless,
and you cannot prove that statement.

Msu. THOMAS: I make my deduc-
tions, and you can make your own when

Iyour time comes. I make my deductions
fromt reports rend to this House. I have
shown, at any rate, what the use of that

*coal on our locomotives is costing this
country;. 'what it is costing us to bolster
up an industry which apparently cannot

stLand upon its own merits. If it cannot
stand on its owa merits, let it shut

*up.
MR. EWING: You are a beauty, you

are 1
MR. iGHrAM: Somebody else ought to

Shut up.
MR. THFOMAS: I enter my protest,

and ama going through the facts and
figures, and the arguments which have
been advanced, if arguments they can be
called.

THE PaEMIERa: Will you give ain
answer to the one I challenged you
onr'
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MR. THOMAS: I gave you my answer
to your challenge.

THE PREMIER: Your arguments are
like that, are they?

MR. THOMAS:- I say I enter my
protest, and I will traverse every argu-
ment, if they can be called arguments, in
favour of the project and I shall tear
them to pieces one after another. I will
not consent, whilst 1 have breath in mny
body, to the useless expenditure of half a
million of money which I characterise as
a political expenditure, I have shown
as far as the goldfields are concerned,
notwithstanding the solicitude shown for
their welfare by the member for the
South-West Minihig District, for we do
not want his symnpathies, that we shall
want his coral out 30 years hence; and if
instead of moving that the Bill be read
this day six monthis it bad been moved
that the Bill be read this day 25 years,
the motion would have had my most
cordial sympathy. I have disposed of
the coal matter in connection with this
question.

TnE MINISTER FOR WORKS: You have
only touched on the subheads yet.

Tus TREksuRER: You have only got
to ,"

MR. THOMAS: I now intend to deal
with this proposed railway from an
agricultural point of view . We are
reduced to this now in the advocacy of
this line. The Got-ernmcnt cannot
advance any argumeut in support of this
line to justify its construction from an
agricultural point of view neither for
the purpose of bringing coal to supply
the railwayv locomotives. The Govern-
muent cannot produce any argument to
justify' the construction of the line as the
first section of a line to go from Collie to
the goldfields.

Ma. STONE: I must again call atten-
tion that there is no quorum present.
There are only 18 members in the House
and I do not like to sit where there are
only 13.

THE PREMIER:- The late Speaker gave
a ruling that in a case like this where
' ou are satisfied there is a quorum within
the precincts of the house it is not
necessary to have a quorum present.

THE SPEAKER: Members go outside
and I da not know that they are within
the precincts of the House.

Tnn PREMIER: I thought you might
follow the ruling of the previous Speaker.
It is an encouragement to obstructive
tactics.

Tns SPEAKER: A quorum is now
present.

Mn. THOMAS: I have prayed that
no argument has been advanced by the
Government, or any supporter of the
project to justify the construction of the
line for bringing coal1 from Collie for the
working of our railways, or as tLfirst
section of a line from dollie to the gold-
fields. I have torn what arguments have
been advanced to shreds and we are
forced back to a consideration of the
line from a purely agricultural Stand-
point, as to whether it will open up the
agricultural resources of the country.
and whether we are going to encourag;e
the building of the railways for opening
up agricultural lands with an expend-
iture of hialf a million of money which
could be better spent elsewhere. As far
as this line is concerned we know full
well that reports have been given to the
House by the Minister--he took good
care, to keep some reports in the back.
ground, he Said he would use the most
favourable reports in support of his case
anDd he gave us Mr. Ranford's report.
Mr. Ranford is a splendid officer I2 admit,
but I think membDers will admit that Mr.
Rauford can be classed as an optimist.
It is well to have optimists in this
country but we do not wvant them in a.
matter of this sort involving the expend-
iture of a, large sum of money. We
must not be guided by optimists in
the conclusions at which we arrive.
Mr. Ranford has told us what splen-
did country there is in the vicinity
of this line. I am informed Mr. Ran-
ford had a bad experience in this country
30 to 40 miles west. I am speaking of
the belt of country 80 to 40 miles this
side of Collie and I say for about 40
miles there is at wdrthless piece of
country. Mr. Ranford had rather
a. bitter experience in that district
and in that belt. We know the Salvation
Army took up a large area there, and yet
we find that we put through a Special
Bill, with the support of the Government,
to give the Salvation Army some decent
land in return for the worthless land
which they took up in that district, yet I
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am told that all this is beautiful first-
class land.

MR. NMaqsON: That was not the object
of the Bill.

MR. THOMAS: But the arguments
were advanced in the House that the
Salva~tion Army were led into taking up
land which was not first-class but which
could be set down as fourth or fifth rate
land, and now they ask that good land
should be given in exchange for the laud
they have. That was the argument
advanced or my ears are at fault. I
certainly understood that the point was
repeatedly raised in that debate, that the
Salvation Army were allowed to take up
some land which is practically worthless
in comparison with laud we have else-
where. We have the fact that 83 mniles
of line will open up some 48 miles of
country. So far as I can understand
from. the reports available--

THE PREMIER: Your understanding
is a minus quantity..

Mn. THOMAS: No; the reports
given to the House are a minus quantity.
Presumably the Government have som~e
reports whiich are not here, else I pity,
the officers who report to you. The two
red lines on the map go through country
infinitely more thickly settled than that
proposed to be traversed; and the pro-
jected work is now reduced to an agri-
cultural line. The farmers on both sides
will have to cart their produce uphill to
the railway. I challenge the Minister
for Work,-s to controvert that statement.
We have the fact that only 43 miles out
of 83 miles will traverse country fit for
agricultural purposes; and we have been
told by the Minister for Lands and the
member for the South-West Mining
District that the railway will open up
500,000 acres of land. In other words ,
each mile of that railway will make
available only 6,250 acres of country.
Now the strongest possible argument
against this railway is that we can by
building railways elsewhere open up
much more than 6,000 acres of agricul-
tural land per mile of railway con-
structed. I will at any time vote for
building legitimate railways to open up
agricultural resources. If we are to
spend money to develop agricul tural
lands, pay attention to settlers who
have borne the brunt of the battle,
who have spent their money and battled

for years on the lands of the Colony.
Openiing up 500,000 acres as proposed
would mean settling on the soil about 500
families. If it be right to spend the
proposed sum in order to settle .500 on
the soil, why deny railway conimunica-
tion to districts where we ha ve more than
500 families already P If it be desired
to open up agricultural land, extend the
Eastern railway and the Great Southern
railway. Build feeders from the Great
Sau there line east. Put in light agricul-
tural lines east of th at railway, and make
settlement even closer than it is now.
The strongest argument against this wild
proposal of the Government is the fact
that we can spend the money for opening
agricultural lands to infinitely better
advantage. We can spend it in carrying
out the avowed intention of the Govern-
ment for the last three years, during
which we have been told repeatedly of
the niagiiificent land between Geraldton
and Perth. We can utilise this money,
and more money, to force the Midland
Company to carry out their contract by
settling people on the splendid soil in
their concession. We can buy out the
Midland Company. Let us open up
agric~ultural land in other parts of the
State; let us construct light agricultural
lines, and render the whoe of the laud
ofl b)oth sides of the Great Southern, the
Fouth-Western, the Midland, and the

Eastern railways available for cultivation
where cultivation is possible. On the
Eastern railway, towards Nine's Hill,
are. 8lrge patches of country classified asg
agricultural. Open up lanids at Katan-
fling and the Williams. If necessity
were shown for the lifie to the gold fields,
I should imagine that the Minister for
Railways would induce his colleagues to
build the first section of that line on the
easiest possible grade instead of puatting
it on the top of a hill, as may perhaps be
necessary according to the sceme in the
Bill. But now that the officers of the
Government have shown that for the
next 20 or 30 years there will be no
necessity to Supply the goldfields with
Collie coal, the nmatter is unworthy of
farther discussion. By that time we
shall perhaps be sendin g electricity to the
fields; and coal and wood may no longer
be required there. Now that all argument
for the line has been cut clean away, I
ask the Government to withdraw the
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Bill, and to spend the money to better
advantage in openi ng up agricultural
arelas. In addition, I would point out
that there are more urgent public
works than the Collie. Narrogin line.
I will not say one word in this
connection of any project of my own.
I say then that it behaves us rather to
open up more auriferous country where-
ever we can by, railways, and to give
every encouragement to people to go out
prospecting so as to open up fresh
avenues for employment ad increased
markets. What is the good of putting
people on the soil if, on the other hand,
we do nothing to open up markets for
thein? They will grow stuff they cannot
sell. The Ministry know that the policy
they are adopting of putting people on
the soil is going to have a serious retro-
grade movement before many years are
over, because there will be a glut on the
market, and that the people %iho come
here with such buoyant hopes will lose
heavily. I say:- Carry out railways any-
where to open up our auriferous country
in the North-West or anywhere else and
open up our agricultural lands to the best
advantage, for then I am with the Gov-
ernment all the time; let us open up the
anriferous country so that these people
who are on the soil will have a decent
living, for then we are doing decent work;
and before we go in for the expenditure
of so much money in virgin country let
the Rouse pause and see whether it is
not better to open up fresh markets for
thle people on the soil and not to deny to
them the privilege of railway communi-
cation. I have entered my protest
against the Government introducing this
Bill, and I intend to oppbse. the second
reading and to support the amendment
of the member for Kanowna, to have the
Bill read this day six months.

THE PREMIER; ' Give us some argu-
ments in favour of that course.

MR. THOMAS: I have pointed out
that the Bill should be read this day
twenty-six years.

THrE TRAnSURER: That is only an
assertion. Give us an argument.

Mn. THOMAS: I thought. I had given
argumnents by Government reports and
Mr. Kelso's 'report of the fifth of this
month. I feel satisfied that the amend-
meat is to be carried. If unfortunately
it is not carried, I intend for one to fight

this Bill line by line if necessary. I will
not consent to a useless expenditure on a
wild-cat proposal such as that now before
the House.

MR. MORAN: I would like to Speak
for about fifteen minutes on this Bill at
the -next sitting. I therefore move the
adjournment of the debate.

THE PREMIER: I amn quite willing
to meet the member for West Perth.

MR. THOMAS: [s the Premier in order
in speaking.

THE PREMIER: It is a, matter of
courtesy.

THE SPEAKER: A Minister can speak
at this stage.

THE PREMIER: I hope members will
join with me so that we can bring this
debate to a conclusion, and I hope we will
not have at the next sitting a repetition
of the. disgraceful proceedings we have
had in this House to-night-disgraceful
to the House and to the country.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. member is
not entitled to make that remnark.

Mu. THOMAS: I certaiy ask for a
withdrawal.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. member must
withdraw.

THE PREMIER: I do withdraw, but
I thought I had a right to say that a
thing was disgraoceful. It seemns I have
nut.

Motion passed, and the debate ad-
journed.

ADJOURNMENT'.
The H~ouse adjourned at 2-15 a.m.

(Wednesday), until the afternoon.
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